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I sure hope these activities help you wind down the
year in d fun and fresh way! Each activity begins with a
description/notes sheet, and is followed by the printables
and/or photographic instructions. When an activity includes
printables that are grade-specific, you'll find a version for
grades 2-6, as well as d generic “this class” version. Many
printables dre not grade-specific. Here dre the six
activifies:

# 1. “How to Succeed”’ Brochure

#2: “Song and Dance” of Learning
#3: “Summer Goals’ Flap Booklet
#4: “My Future®’ Poem and Portraits
#5: “A Crowd of Compliments”

#6: “A Suitcase of Memories”
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activitiec<

“How To Succeed”
Brochure

In this activity, students will
create a brochure for next
year's students., The brochure (s
meant to be like an instruction
manval for how to succeed (n
the current grade (brochure
options include 27-6" grades).
Since the year (s winding down,
who better to reflect on a great
school year and share tips and

advice to the incoming crop of
students?

Use the “Brainstorming Bubbles’
planning page for students to
chat (n partners or groups to
get deas. The questions on the
planner don’t all exactly match
with what students will fill-in on
the brochure. s meant to
collect Lots of deas that can be
Used Where appropriate,

o

Z]

The brochure (s a tri-folded
page, and Wil need to be copled
front-to-back. Once copled, use
the dashed Llines to help fold
correctly.

[nside the brochure are lots of
fun opportunities for students to
share their “secrets to success’
to their grade level, 1 Llike to
have students use the letter
(Located on the first nside flap)
to Wwrite a note of encourage-
ment,

Have students turn these (n {o
you to save for next year’s new
class. What a comfort for a
nervous new student to get
some helpful and fun advice in
a cool little brochurel
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e
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activitiec<

“Song-and-Dance”
of' Learning

In this activity, students will work
In small groups to create an end-
of-year song/rap to showcase
some of the things theyve learned
over the course of the school
year. Then theyll create dance
moves to 9o along with their song,

You might start by talking to
students about song structure, how
there (s usually a section that gets
sung several times during the
song, called the chorus, Then
there are different verses, which
have different words but still
follow a similar tune. If yoU're
feeling adventurous, have stu-
dents pick a current song to sing
as an example to notice the
verses and the chorus,

Explain to students that their
chorus section should be the “big
ldea” of the grade Llevel, and that
each verse should focus on a

different subject, Students will
write three verses, so they can
choose any three subjects that
they want (I normally ask them to
stick to academic subjects.) For
example, one group’s chorus might
be about how fun yet challenging
third grade (s, and their three
verses might be about certain
things theyve Llearned n math,
spelling, and science,

The planning page (s for groups to
brainstorm ideas and write a draft
of their song. It also contains
some formatting cues to help the
song rhyme. The planning page
can also be used to brainstorm
ldeas for the dance moves that
WLl accompany their song., 1 ask
students to make thelr dance
moves “fit” the words of their song.

The groups Will then use the final
paper to write their song and to
practice, and (f possible) will
have (t displayed to the class
during thelr final performance,
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SON G-AnD-DANGE.

DIRECTIONS: Write the lyrics fo your End-of-Year

song. You need d chorus and three verses. (The Verse #2:
chorus gefs sung severd fimes) Then credte
motions or dance moves for important parts of
your song. Practice your song and movements,
{ Gh Ory S}
Verse #3:
Verse #1:
{Ghor s} . {Ghorys}
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[deas por Ghorys: write the GhorS:

)

write Verse #1:

\ e

[deas por Verse #2:

wrlte Verse #2:

\{re

[deas por Verse #3:

Write Verse #3:-

)
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activitiec<

“Summer Goals”

In this activity, each student will
create summer goals with a flap-
booklet. There are two versions
of the flap-booklet: one version
Includes opportunities to write
three qoals (flaps open upward),
and the second version (ncludes
opportunities to write four goals
(flaps open side-ways).

[ like to brainstorm ideas as a
class for this activity. Talk to
students about the different goal
‘categories” that will be on their
flap-booklet: something to start,
something to complete, something
to Improve, something to try once.
[ like to make a chart on the
board and help students with
various toplcs they )

might consider for \
each category,

like sports, academ-

(cs, hobbies, exer-

cise, and friendships.

For example, students may want
to start learning how to sew or
exercising everyday; complete
three chapter books or their half-
finished tree house; improve at
multiplication facts or 9golf; try
once sushl or the high diving
board.

You Wil copy the flap-booklet as
a two-sided copy. Show students
how to cut the dashed Llines (the
short Lines) and FOLD Lengthwise
along the dotted Lline.

On the front cover, students will
draw  themselves  doing  or
accomplishing the goal (to help
them “visualize” themselves doing
tD). On the inside, they write the
actual goal statements and the
things they will need to have/do to
meet the goals.

=
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Something 1wont to Something 1wont to Something 1wont to

start thic cummer is... complete thic summer is... improve at this summer ig...

TO reach thic GOAL, TO reach thic GOAL, TO reach thic GOAL,

[ will heed to... [ will heed to... [ will heed to...
, , ,

2 2. 2

3 3. 3

Date Met: Date Met: Date Met:

X MY SUMMER GOALS ¢



Stort Something

4

3

Complete Somethin

[Mmprove ot Something
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SomeThing I want fo
start this summer is...

SomeThing I want to
complete this summer is..

Something 1 want to

improve at this summer is...

SomeThing I want to
try once this summer is..

To reach this GOAL,
I wil need to..

!
2.
3.

To reach this GOAL,
I will need fo..

!
2.
3.

To reach this GOAL,
I will need to..

}
2.
3.

To reach this GOAL,
I will need to...

!
2.
3.



START SOMETHING

[r#f— — s e T N

!

l
C
T U TS

Date Met:

l

COMPLETE SOMETHING

[r#f— — s e T N

!

l
-
T U TS

Date Met:

l

IMPROVE AT SOMETHING

!

Date Met:

l

TRY SOMETHING ONCE

!

l
-
T U TS

Date Met:

l
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activitiec<

‘My Future”

In this activity, students will
look into thelr future. They
create a serles of self-portraits,
as Well as a structured poem,

For “The Future Me” have
students calculate their ages
for each picture frame, to get a
sense  of  how to draw
themselves, Have them draw a
‘head-and-shoulders” view (n
the foreground for each frame,
In the background, students
need to draw objects or a
scene that would help show the
Kind of person they want to be
for that year. It might include a
place of Work, hobbles, or
people Who Will be important to
them, Remind them also that
their clothing can say a Lot
about themselves, tool

For the poem, “A Look into My
Future)” point out that the entire
poem s Written (n present tense,
but students will choose a
different year to write about for
each section. This will make the
reader feel like they are moving
through time with the author,
Students can, but don’t have to,
vse the same years from their
self-portraits.

The “Today L am __” sentence
1S Intended for students to write
thelr age (for each stanza). So
In the first stanza students will
be writing for the present day
time, For the second stanza,
students  will move (nto the
future, like “Today I am 15, and [
am a sophomore in high school.”

While much of this (s pure
guessing and conjecture, (t’s fun
for students to start picturing
themselves Later in life, and to
at least start thinking about
thelr bright futures,
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This Year... In 5 years...
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[n 10 years... In 75 years...




AN “A Look into My Future” TIITang@lLLLITN

/N

ﬂ BY:
-
\ Today I am ,and [ am a
" [ love to
= [ have become so good at
= My friends say I am
! And T say L am
u |
\ And time passes,
Today [ am ,and L am a
[ love 1o

[ have become so good at
My friends say [ am
And T say [ am

And time passes,

Today [ am ,and L am a
[ love 1o

[ have become so good at
My friends say [ am
And 1 say I am

And time passes,

Today [ am ,and L am a
[ love to

[ have become so good at
My friends say [ am
And 1 say I am

And time passes,

NPT I SOOI PN

)] TNae T T T~ 1)) L]

O [ P
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activitiec<

“A Crowd of
Compliments”

In this activity, students write
compliments about their peers, so
that each student will have a
page full of compliments to take
home,

Use the Assembly Instructions to
guide students through seftting up
thelr  compliments-page,  Where
they will create a drawing of
themselves and attach it, pop-out
style, to the compliments page.

Once all students have their own
compliments-page  ready, have
them Lay them out on their desks
and get a pencll ready.

Tell them that when they hear
the music, (or turn the Llights off),
they will get up and roam around
the room. When the music stops,
they will sit down at the nearest
desk (not thelr own), and write

a thoughtful compliment in one of
the speech bubbles of that
student’s page. When the music
begins again, they will get vp and
repeat.

There are 15 empty speech
bubbles on the form, so most
likely, you wont have every
student give a compliment to
every other student (unless you
have a really small classl).

Monitor for appropriateness. I
always Like to preface the whole
activity  with  some  discussion
about what makes a  9good
compliment: it should  be
personal, thoughtful, and NOT
about appearances or clothing.

Copyright 2014 by Michac| Friermood



A Crowd of COmMPLIMENES

Assembly Instructions

Choose a blank face to color. Cut out
your the self-portrait and the rectangle
for the pop-up stand.

Fold the rectangle dlong the dotted
ines to form a box-shape. Use the tab
to glue or tape it together.

Glue the pop-up stand to the
Compliments Sheet.

Glue the self-portrat to the pop-up
stand. It’s now ready for compliments!
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DIRECTIONS:

Choose a face and
credte a self-portratt.
Write your name on the
shirt. Then cut yourself
out. Glue the pop-out
stand. (below) to the
Compliments Sheet.
Then glue your cut-out
portratt to the stand.

b

T

Cut out this
rectangle
and fold
along the
dotted lines.
Overlap the
tab and
paste to
make a box
shape. This
will be the
pop-out
stand.

088
00




DIRECTIONS:

Choose a face and

b

credte a self-portrat. b\(\g
Write your name on the
shirt. Then cut yourself
out. Glue the pop-out
stand. (below) to the
Compliments Sheet.
Then glue your cut-out
portratt to the stand.
—

Cut out this
........... rectangle
and fold
along the
dotted lines.
Overlap the
tab and
paste to
make a box
shape. This
will be the
........... pop-out

stand. Q_ .p
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“A Suitcase of’
Memories”

In this activity, students will
bulld a sultcase n Wwhich they
WILL “pack” thelr best memories
of the year (suitcase options
Include  24-6"  grades)., This
activity has several step-by-
step directions, so please use
the  photographic  assembly
Instructions to help quide you
and your students.

Once students have constructed
their  suitcases, have them
brainstorm the best memories of
the year. They can be from the
whole class/school, or more
personal memories, 1 Llike to
start a list on the board of the
memories that most students
share,

Then, students  choose  six
memories to (nclude (n thelr
suitcase.

For each memory, they need to
draw and cut out a miniature
version of an (tem that repre-
sents the memory (scraps of
construction paper work great
for this). It needs to be small
enough to fit into the suitcase
pouch. Then they will describe
their memories on the fold-out
pages.

it
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INSTRUCTIONS

7
do

Fold and glue
fop flap:

2@ Cut out the pouch that will hold the memory items. Fold along the dotted lines. Some folds
are like an accordion.
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Flip down.

&, Glue the pouch to the inside of the suitcase. Align the bottom of the pouch with the crease
of the suitcase.



?"

Fold doWigh s . Put glue on the backseiihe Turn down the glu,é‘}'side
- " first memory page. onfo the open sUitcdse:

Flip suitcase over and fold
down buckles
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%@ Cut out the suitcase buckle. Slide it through the handle slits. Glue one side only.



Fully Assemibled...

ready for students fo pack it full of memoriesl!

Copyright 2014 by Michacl Friermood

Now students draw
and cut out their
memory-ifems fo
pack info their
suifcase, and they
write about each of
the memories that
connect with their
items.
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Directions: Cut out the suitcase along the
dashed Lines, Cut the slit in the handle
sections, Then fold the suitcase-halves
so the handles meet together,

,
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(This Little section (s for pasting.)

[ have packed...

becavuse [t reminds me of when...

(Cut off and discard this Little section.)
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L have packed...

becavuse [t reminds me of when...

[ have packed...

because { reminds me of when...

....................................................................................................

[ have packed...

because { reminds me of when...

[ have packed...

becavse [t reminds me of when...
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L have packed...

becavse [t reminds me of when...




Directions: Cut around the edges of the

memory (tem pouch. Fold along the

dotted Lines.

Fold this flap down for strength.
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Buckle Directions: Cut out this buckle, Slip it

through the slits in the suitcase handle, Paste
ONE side to the outside of the suitcase, Fold
the other side down, but dont glue it.
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