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1 NOUNS

11 Grammatical gender

Czech is a flective language, which means that the words have a number of different
suffixes and endings. The part of speech most frequently used is the noun. Nouns create
meaningful units with other parts of speech, usually adjectives, pronouns and some
numerals, which refer to the nouns. A noun stands as the main element of the unit, and
the other parts of speech modify (add meaning) to it. These modifiers must always agree in
gender with the noun they modify. This means that, to create a sentence in Czech, we not
only have to know the meaning of the noun, but also its gender. For example:

ten nas druhy slavny herec
ta nase druhd slavnd herecka
to nase druhé slavné mésto

1.2 Grammatical gender of Czech nouns and their declension types

ending/suffix Gen %  Examples from the texts ambiguous cons.
bilmpsvz
MaH  hard cons. -a 74  bah, Cech, &lovak, tygr, velbloud, pacient, manzel, kral, pes,
hechkrdtn pan lev
MiH -u 293  druh, sluch, kofiak, cukr, med, list, plan  zub, bicykl,
problém, film, les,
autobus
MaS soft cEms. -tel -e 36 muZ, Lukag, prodavaé, zubaF, zaméstnanee, knéz
z§céfcjdtn Matéj; spisovatel
Mis e 33 niz gulas poditag, diaF, mésic, pokoj
M -a-ista 1 kolega, sluha; chartista
M -e <1 soudce, vladce, knize
F  -a-ama 231 fena voda;lékima ’
F -e 83  paZe, prace, Libuge, vecere, zemé, nadéje;
-ice -ie nehocnice; komedie
F cons. - 28  tvaF, kancelaF, tramvaj, skFif lahev, postel
F cons. -i 5 fe€, vée, noce, chut; '
-ost radost
N - 82 slove,piano
N -e-iste -e <1 pole, vejce, slunce; parkovi§té
N -e -ete <1 kure, dité, zvife
N -i 6,6  nadrazi, nadobi, namésti
N cons. =-um centra <1 centrum, krematorium
N -a -atu <1 téma, dilema



1.3 Singular declension

Masculine adjectives and nouns

hard, soft MaH Mas M-a M-e
adjective -tel -ista
Nominative  hezky pan muz kolega soudce
starsi
Genitive hezkého pana muze kolegy soudce
starsiho
Dative hezkému panovi/-u muZif-ovi kolegovi soudci
star§imu
Accusative  hezkého pana muZe kolegu soudce
staréiho
Vocative hezky pane muzi kolego soudce
star$i
Locative hezkém  panovif-u muZif-ovi kolegovi soudci
starsim
Instrumental heik;’rﬁi—pé{ﬁiﬁ" muzem  kolegou soudcem
starsim
Feminine adjectives and nouns
hard, soft adjective  F-a F-e
-arna -ice, -ie
Nominative  hezka, starsi Zena Zidle
Genitive hezke, starsi Zeny zidle
Dative hezké, starsi Zené Zidli
Accusative  hezkou, starsi Zenu zidli
Vocative hezka, starsi Zeno Zidle, Alice
Locative hezké, starsi zené Zidli
Instrumental hezkou, starsi Zenou zidli
Neuter adjectives and nouns
hard, soft adjective N-o N-e-ist8 N-e
Nominative  hezké, starsi mésto letisté dité
Genitive hezkého, starsiho mésta  letistd  ditdte
Dative hezkému, star§imu méstu  letisti ditéti
Accusative  hezké, starsi mésto letisté dité
Vocative hezké, starsi dité
Locative hezkém, staréim  mésté/-u letidti ditéti
Instrumental hezkym, star§im  méstem  letistém  ditétem
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hard, soft
adjective
hezky
starsi

hezkého
starsiho

hezkému
starSimu

hezky
starsi

hezkém
starsim
hezkym
star§im

F cons.

skin
skfiné
skiini
skfin

skFini
skFini

N-i

nadrazi
nadrazi
nadrazi
nadrazi

nadrazi

nadrazim

MiH

hrad

hradu lesa

hradu

hrad

hradé/-u

hradem

MiS
pokoj
pokoje
pokaji

pokoj

pokoji

pokojem

Fcons.

-ost
véc

véci
véci

véc

véci
véci

N-um
centrum
centra
centru
centrum

centru
centrem

N-a
téma
tématu
tématu

téma

tématu
tématem



1.4 Distribution of Czech nouns

Distribution of Czech nouns according to their gender and declension types

N-e G-ete kufe 0%

N-eG-emofe1% other2%
N-omésto6% -
=

5

.
FconsG-ikost5% | R

N-inamésti7 % P
/," MiH hrad 29 %

FconsG-epised3% /°
p &

B

|
1
F-erize8% |

MaH pan8 %

A
e
\‘\:\‘. 7 Masmuzd %
SRR e Mis pokoj 3 %
F-aZena23% o M -a kolega 1%

2 NOMINAL SUFFIXES

The grammatical gender of a noun is determined by its ending.
However there are only two categories of noun in Czech where we can be absolutely
certain of their gender:

2.1 Nouns endingin-o

Nouns ending in -0 (mésto) or ending in -i (ndmésti) are always neuter.

All other endings are ambiguous.
Itis therefore useful to remember certain suffixes that indicate both the gender and the
declension type of a noun.



2.2 Nouns ending in a consonant

Nouns ending in a consonant can be either masculine (43.6% of all nouns), feminine (7.8%
of all nouns) or neuter (fewer than 1% of all nouns).

Of the nouns ending in a consonant, the least predictable end in an ambiguous consonant.
We are not able to determine their declension type from their nominative form alone.

2.2A Suffix -tel

Ondfrej Stastny je spisovatel. Md dobrého piitele Matéje,
majitele bilého pokoje.

The suffix -tel signals a masculine animate noun.
The suffix -tel is soft. Therefore, nouns with this suffix
end in -e like muze or Maté&je in the accusative and
genitive cases.

2.2B Suffix-ost

Berta je tlustd, ale md poiad radost.

The suffix -ost signals a feminine noun that is
usually abstract.
These nouns are formed from adjectives:

rad + ost = radost spokojeny + -ost =
spokojenost

In the genitive singular or nominative/accusative,
plural feminine nouns with the suffix -ost end in -i |
like the noun véc.

2.3 Nounsending-a

Nouns ending in -a can either be feminine (23.1 % of all nouns), masculine (1% of all nouns)
or neuter (fewer than 1% of all nouns).

2.3A Suffix-arna

Lékdrna nenivindrna, panové!

The feminine suffix -arna is most often used to describe
places.




2.3B Suffix -ista

Saxofon + -ista = saxofonista

Nouns ending in the Latin suffix -ista are always ((_
masculine; the plural is -isté (colloquial -isti). The 1
feminine form of this suffix is -istka.

Singular, masculine nouns ending in -a take the same
endings as feminine nouns ending in -a, except for the dative
(k saxofonistovi) and the locative (o saxofonistovi).

2.4 Nounsendingin-e

Nouns ending in -e are most probably feminine (about 8.3% of all Czech nouns), but may
also be neuter (1.1%) or masculine (fewer than 1%)

Both suffixes -ice and—ie-belongto the declension type of feminine nouns ending in -e

'2A4A Feminine suffix -ice

Tahle taneénice je krasavice, protoZe ji hodné brokolice!

The feminine suffix -ice can be attached to various word
stems.

It can for example produce feminine forms from masculine
“nouns: taneénik - taneénice

It can also create place names: nemocnice, ulice, stanice

:':." suffix -ie is
'{ nd in Czech words




2.4C Neuter suffix -isté

Ondrej Fikd: Modry pokoj je moje pracovisté.
The neuter suffix -i§té always describes places.

Pracovisté = pracov(at) + i§té  Pracovisté je misto,
kde pracuju.

3 VERBAL SUFFIX
The suffix -ovat
is a very productive suffix for making verbs from nouns:
film + ovat - filmovat

Most verbs from nouns of foreign origin are formed in this way: filmovat, telefonovat,
kontrolovat, e-mailovat, sportovat etc.

When we conjugate these types of verbs, we use the stem, which is usually the noun, to
which we add the personal endings: film + uju, ujes, uje, ujeme, ujete, ujou

(ja) filmuju (my) filmujeme
(ty) filmujes (vy) filmujete
(on) filmuje (oni) filmujou

Past and Passive participles originate from the infinitive:
Past: filmovat = filmoval, filmovala, filmovalo, filmovali
Passive: filmovat = filmovan, filmovéna, filmovano, filmovani

4 ADJECTIVAL SUFFIXES AND PREFIXES

4A Suffixes -8i, -e/8j8i

Starsi a mladsi bratr.

Adjectives with the suffix -8i or -e/&j8i are comparatives.
4B Prefix nej-

Krok mél tfi dcery. Libuse byla nejmladsi.

Adjectives with the prefix nej- are superlatives.




5 VERBS

5.A Present tense: Conjugation types

conj.type ja ty onfonafto my vy

byt jsem jsi je/neni jsme jste

I

délat délam délas déla délame délate
mit mam mas ma mame mate
obédvat obédvam obédvas obédva obédvame obédvate
T

miluvit miuvim miuvis mliuvi miuvime miuvite
jist jim jis ji jime jite

védet vim vi§ vi vime vite

Spgt spim spis spi spime spite

IR

studovat studuju studujes studuje studujeme studujete
V.

cist étu ctes tte éteme Stete
hrat hraju hrajes hraje hrajeme hrajete
jet jedu jedes jede jedeme jedete

jit jdu jdes ide jdeme jdete

'pit piju pijes pije pijeme pijete
;_:’Festat pfestanu prestane$ pfestane pfestaneme  pfestanete
psat - pisu pises pise piseme pisete
rist rostu rostes roste rosteme rostete
vait vezmu vezmes$ vezme vezmeme vezmete
zatit zaénu zac¢nes zacne zaéneme zacnete
vit zvu zved zve zveme zvete

Unpredictable present forms can be found in the vocabulary list.

|5B Negative forms

 jsem jsi je jsme Jjste
~__ nejsem nejsi neni nejsme nejste
dallthe  nedélam nedslas nedéla nedélame  nedélate

2rbs

oni
jsou

délaji
maji
obédvaji

miuvi
jed
védi
spi

studujou

&tou
hrajou
jedou
jdou

pijou
pfestanou
pisou
rostoLi
vezmou
zatnou

ZvVou

jsou
nejsou
nedélaji




5.2 Forms of the future tense

5.2A Tobe

The future tense of the verb “to be”

ja ty on/ona/to my vy oni
byt budu budeéi bude budete

budeme

5.2B Imperfective verbs

The future tense of an imperfective verb is composed by using the verb "byt” in the
auxiliary form and an infinitive.

budu + psdt - Budu psat.
ja ty on/ona/to my vy oni
psat budu psat budes psat bude psétr budeme psat  budete psat budou psat

5.2C Perfective verbs
The future tense of a perfective verb is expressed by its present form.
Zitra napisu e-mail.

5.2D Verbs of motion

The future tense of verbs of motion

) determinate: pijdu
Il) indeterminate: budu chodit

see Section Verbs of motion 10.1

5.2E Kdy?, a3

Az instead of kdyZ is used in the future tense.

Past tense Present tense Future tense

KdyZ mél Lukds volno, hrél  KdyZ md volno, hraje karty.  AZ bude mit volno, bude zase
karty. hrat karty.

When Lukds was free he When he is free he plays When he will be free he will
played cards. cards. play cards.

10




Az means "when" in the future tense, the conjunction kdyZ means "if".

Ted jim. AZ se najim, budu spokojeny.

| am eating. When | have eaten enough
| will be satisfied.

5.3 Pasttense

Nemdme jidlo. KdyZ budeme mit jidlo, najime
se a budeme spokojeni.

Ale kdyZ nebudeme mit jidlo, nebudeme

spokojeni.

We don't have food. If we have food we'll eat

enough and we'll be satisfied.

But if we don't have food we won't be
satisfied.

The past tense is formed from the past participle, which is in agreement in gender with the

subject of the sentence, plus the verb to be in the auxiliary form in the 15t and 2" person

singular and plural.

5.3A Verbs without “se”

past participle auxiliary "byt”
ja psal/a j_sg__rn__ B
ty psal/a — _jsi

onfona psalla  —

5.3B Verbs using “se” or “si”

jé o dival/a jsemse
ty dival/a ses (jsi + se > ses)
onfona  divalfa se

u_

2" person for verbs using “si”: dal/a sis

5.3C Word order in the past tense

Rules for the word order — see Section 16.

my

oni

my

past participle
psali
psali
psali

divali
divali
divali

auxiliary "byt"

jsmese '
jstese

se

L




5.4 The conditional mode

The conditional is formed from the past participle, which is in agreement in gender with
the subject of the sentence, plus the conditional auxiliary form.

5.4A Verbs without “se”

past participle  auxiliary verb | past participle  auxiliary verb
ja psal/a bych my  psali bychom
ty ' péalla bys ' vy psali byste
on/ona psélla ' by ' oni bsali by

5.4B Verbs using “se” or “si”

i dival/a bychse i | my divali  bychomse
ty dival/a’ byses (jsi+ se  ses) vy  divali byste se
0"”0"3,7 dival/a by se oni  divali by se

u_n

2 person for verbs using “si": dal/a by sis

5.4C Word order in the conditional mode

Rules for word order — see Section 16.

5.5 Conditional clauses: Hypothetical condition

past participle ‘ past participle
ja kdybych psalfa | my  kdybychom psali
tyr “l-(_ci_ybys ~ psalfa | vy kdyb&ste psali
onfona 7I€dyhy o pséllam I oni kdyby psaii .

Kdyby Viktorka chtéla, Tonik by si ji vzal za Zenu. If Viktorka wanted, Tonik would marry her.

5.6 The imperative mode

5.6A Regularimperative

The imperative is formed from the 3" person plural, present tense.

miuvit gist dat

oni miuvi oni étou oni daji
mwl  eal deil
miuvme!  &témel  dejme!
miuvte!  dtétel dejtel
12




5.6B Irregularimperative

jit nechat byt povédét odpovédét pomoct jist
jdi/pojd’ nech bud’ povéz odpovéz pomoz jez
jdéme/pojdme nechme budme povézme odpovézme pomozme jezme '
jdéte/pojd'te nechte budte povézte odpovézte pomozte ) jéz_te-

5.6C Imperative and indirect speech

Transforming an imperative into indirect speech can be done in three ways.

1. Svit! - Vodnik Fika mésicku, at sviti.
2. Svit! > Vodnik fika mési¢ku, aby svitil.
3. Svit! > Vodnik fikd mésicku, Ze md svitit.

5.7 Imperative and aspect

5.7.1 Positive imperative

A positive imperative is created from both an imperfective and perfective verb.

délat - délej!
udélatto - udélejto!

5.7.2A Negative imperative

A negative imperative is generally formed from imperfective verbs. This rule applies even
in cases where the positive imperative is made from a perfective verb.

positive imperative negative imperative
perfective verb: pockat Pockej! Necekej!
imperfecfiveverb:  gekat 7 éekej! - . ”'Négekéjrlmr -
perfectiverQer’b: podivét'se ' Pbdivejsé! o I\'Ié;!i'vejis;!” =
imperfective verb: ~ divatse ~ Divejsel ~ Nedivejsel

5.7.2B Negative imperative and verbs of motion

A negative imperative is generally formed from indeterminate verbs. (For determinate/
indeterminate verbs see Section 10.) This rule applies even in the cases where the positive
imperative is made from a determinate verb.

positive imperative negative imperative
determinate verb: jit Jdit Nechod?
indeterminate verb: chodit Chod 7 Nechod'
determinate verb: jet Jed1 7 Nejezdil
indeterminate verb: jezdit  Jezdil - Nejezdil

13




5.7.2C Prijd' sem! Nechod' sem!

A negative imperative that has the opposite meaning to a determinate verb with the
prefix pfi- is created from a corresponding indeterminate verb. Verbs of motion with other
prefixes (e.g. od-) create positive/negative imperative like 5.7.2 A

positive imperative negative imperative
prijit (chodit) PFijd' sem! Nechod sem!
phijet (jezdit) Piijed' sem! " Nejezdisem!
pfinést (nosit) Pfines mi to! " Nenosmito!
odejit (odchazet) Odejdi! Neodchazej! ——
odnést (odnaset) . Odnes to! . ._Neodn;igejtb_!_ -

5.7.3 Nezapomelii!

A negative imperative derived from a perfective verb expresses warning.

positive imperative negative imperative
perfective verb: zapomenout Zapomerinato! Nezapomeii na to!
perfective verb: ztratit Ztrat sel* Neztrat to!
* Go away!
6 PRONOUNS

6.1 Personal pronouns

6.1A Short forms of personal pronouns

Nom. jé o t;' ~ on ona ono ' my- v;/ oni

Gen. mé & ho % ho  nas  vas  jicn
Dat. mi i " me i mu  nam  vam  jim

ace. mé @ ho §i  ho  nas  vas  Je
Loc. omné otobd  oném “oni  oném  onas ovas onicﬁ
inst. _mnou  tebou jim i §im nami vAmi jimi

14




6.1B Personal pronouns after prepositions

Nom. ja ) ty on ona ono my _vy oni

Gen.  bezemé beztebe beznéj* bezni  bezn&  beznis  bezvis  beznich
bez ného

Dat.  kemné  ktobs  knému  kni  knému  knam  kvim  knim

Acc_ ”pro mé ;;oi;be __r;;\néji*ﬁ ;rc;;li 77pronéj__ p?o]és il -provaxj Enéj
naného

loc. omné  otobs  oném  oni  oném  onas  ovas  onich

Instr.  semnou stebou  snim  sni snim  snami  svami  snimi

{ =

\ *Gen. + Acc. né€j is used both for Ma and Minouns
*Gen. + Acc. ného is used only for Ma nouns

6.2 Ten-jeden—néjaky

These pronouns are very common in the spoken language.

Ten/ jeden / néjaky always have to agree with the related noun.

ten pan, jeden pdn, néjaky pdn
ta pani, jedna pani, néjakd pani

The pronoun jeden, jedna, jedno is similar to the article “a(n)” in
English, as in “one of many”,
The pronoun ten, ta, to is similar to the article “the”, “this specific

Mdm jednoho pFitele. Ten piitel se jmenuje Matéj. Znas toho mého
Fitele?

he pronoun jeden, jedna, jedno can also mean: “a certain”.

Itéj md jeden problém.

Pronoun néjaky, néjakd, néjaké:

imilar to the article “a” in English, as in “I don't want to be specific”.

1€jakou prdci,

N mean “some kind of": “l don't know exactly what it is yet.”

Md néjaky problém. Ona md néjakého nového pritele.

__n adjective: “l am not sure, but it looks like", “sort of”, *kind of”.
Kse mas? Vypadas néjaky nemocny.

N néjaky, néjakd, néjaké corresponds to the English “any™
oblém?

-

. 26dnd, Z4dné - "no” is always connected to negative verbs.

Problém. Nemam Zadného souseda. Nemdm Zddnou otdzku.

15




6.3 Vechen -kazdy - zadny

The pronoun véichni stands for “all the people”. Therefore its related verb has to be plural:
Vsichni to znaji.

The pronoun véechno stands for “everything”. The related verb is singular: Viechno je tady.
KaZdy "every” and Zddny "no” are in agreement with the noun:

kazdda spisovatelka, Zadny problém

6.4 Indefinite and negative pronouns and adverbs

Question: pronoun Indefinite pronoun Negative pranoun

kdo nékdo nikdo

(G.A koho, D komu, L kom, | kym) (nékoho, nékomu, nékom, nékym)  (nikoho, nikomu, nikom, nikym)
co néco nic ' _
(G,A &eho, D ¢emu, L ¢em, | ¢im) (né&eho, n&¢emu, nédem, né¢im)  (nigeho, ni¢emu, nicem, ni¢im)
jaky, jaka, jaké o néjaky, néjaka, néjaké sadny, 7adna, zadné*
(m.n. G,A jakého, D jakému, (m.n. néjakého, n&jakému, néjakém,

L jakém, | jakym) néjakym)

(f. G,D,L jaké, A, | jakou) (f. néjaké, néjakou)

ktery, ktera, které* néktery, néktera, nékteré #Adny, #4dné, 24dné

&i nééi niéi

Question: adverb Indefinite adverb Negative adverb

kde nékde nikde

kam nékam nikam -
kdy nékdy nikdy

jak néjak nijak '
kolik ' ' nékolik

*3adny and ktery have the same declension as jaky

6.5 Svuj, svoje

The pronoun sviij, svoje relates to the subject of the sentence:

Mathilda ma manZela Paula. Mathilda hledd svého manzZela - Paula.
Stra md manZela Haska. Stira hledd svého manzela - Haska.

When using jeji (or jeho) instead of sviij we do not mean the subject’s own.

Stira hledé jejtho manZela - e.g. Paula. (= She isn't looking for her own husband, but
someone elses.)
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7 PREPOSITIONS

71 Verbs of motion and prepositions

711 DO

The preposition DO means to go “into” something that has borders.
A continent - do Asie, a state — do Egypta, a city — do Prahy, a house - do banky, a room -
do pokoje, a piece of furniture - do skfiné.

71.2 NA

The preposition NA is used
a) when we put something on a surface: dam vazu na stiil, na podlahu

b) when we go to an open flat space: letime na letisté, jdeme na namésti, na nadrazi

c) The preposition NA is used when we go to islands: leti na ostrov, na Havaj
d) NA is used also when we go to the top of something: jdu na horu, jdeme na véz
e) orwhen we go to a place that is on top of something: jde na hrad

f) therefore the preposition NA is used when we go to some institutions we treat with
respect, with the idea of going "higher”: jde na univerzitu, na policii, na postu

g) The preposition NA also means to go to different events: jdu na obéd, na pivo, na
vystavu, na film, na hokej, na koncert, na diskotéku, na operaci atd.

713 K

| The preposition K (KE) is used

‘when we are visiting people: chodim k zubafi, chodime ke kamaradce, k sousedovi
and when getting close to bodies of water: jdeme k mofi, k fece

1€ preposition implies that we do not go “inside’, but are close by.

74
position Z (ZE) means to go in the opposite direction to DO and NA:

o Evopy, do Ceské republiky, do Prahy. ¢~ Leti z Prahy, z Ceské republiky, z Evropy.
stadion na fotbal. - Jde ze stadionu z fotbalu.

"r' Sition OD (ODE) means to go in the opposite direction to K/KE:
t8Maradovi k mofi. ¢- Jede od kamarada od mofe.
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7.2 Verbs expressing direction or position

direction: Kam? / Odkud?

position: Kde?

lehnout si

direction: Kam?

stoupnout si

sednout si

verbs of motion (See Section 10)  mit

dat jist

vzit pit

divat se spat

telefonovat dist

vidét vafit

vratit se studovat

other verbs many other verbs

7.3 Prepositions of direction and position

direction: Kam?

verb preposition case verb
- |

_j_dei; _do kuchyne CT I prlsel

jede nanavitévu A

chodi kel kamaradow D B prijel

direction: Odkud?

preposition

2 kuchyné

vratil se z navstevy

od kamarada

G
G
G

case

position: Kde?

lezet

stat

sedét

|

position: Kde?
verb preposition case
vafl  wkuchyni L
Je na navsteve L
spl u kamarada G

Whenever we use the preposition DO for direction, we have to use the preposition V for

position.

Whenever we use the preposition NA +A for direction, we have to use the preposition NA

+L for position.

Whenever we use the preposition K for direction, we have to use the preposition U for

position.

and vice versa

8 VERBAL ASPECT

8.1 Verbal aspect and tense

An action expressed by an imperfective verb is seen asincomplete or open-ended.
An imperfective verb can express an activity that is taking place right now, in the present.

Pravé ted pise.

An action expressed by a perfective verb is seen as complete and whole.
Therefore a perfective verb is not used when talking about an action that is taking place at

ey s

this moment. The action either is already completed, or it is going to be completed:

Napsal povidku.
Napise povidku.
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8.2 Aspect pairs

Perfective and imperfective verbs often form pairs.

8.2A Adding a prefix
The perfective verb can be formed by adding a prefix.
psat-napsat

8.2B Change in stem

The perfective and imperfective verbs may also have different stems.
brat-vzit

kupovat - koupit

zakladat - zalozit

8.2C Adding a suffix

The imperfective verb can be formed by adding a suffix.
davat - dat
8.3 Presence of an object
An imperfective verb can name an activity in general. It does not always require an object.
- Co délds? - Piju. /- Co délal? — Cetl.

A perfective verb expresses the same activity in a more concrete, specific way. Therefore
it does require an object. The object completes the meaning of the perfective action. It is
“proof” that the action has been/will be completed.

- Co udélal? - Vypil koriak. / - Co udélds veder? - Napiu dopis.

Vypit versus napit se (both are perfective)

vypit, snist = to consume the entire amount, to empty the container

Vypit, snist, udélat, koupit, prodat, predist etc. all these verbs need to be followed by an
Object in the accusative.

:.either can the verb napit exist without a direct object. The object of completion needs to
Used. It is represented by se (= the accusative form), which means “oneself”.

=88 = "to have a drink, satisfy oneself”

obédvat - naobédvat se
vecefet - navederet se
spat-vyspat se

tse, najist se can have an object in the genitive: Najedli se polévky a napili
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84 Quantiti(

The perfective verb puts the object and its completion into focus. The completion can be
further specified by an expression of quantity.

Spisovatel napsal 10 knih.

If we want to say how much someone has done, eg. eaten or drunk, we use measuring
words:

A. lahev (f), sklenice, hrnek, $alek, talif.
B. kilo, pdl kila, litr

Kolik toho udélal?
Svejk vypil celou ldhev.

8.5 Singular and plural

supported by an object in the singular.

A perfective verb expresses an isolated (occasional or one-off) action, which can be

Dub udélal chybu. (sg)

In contrast, the usage of an imperfective verb with an object in the plural gives a sense of
repetition or habit.

Dub délal chyby. (pl)
8.6 Imperfective verbs and related signal words

Signal words are those words that occur predominantly with one of the two aspects and
together with a perfective or imperfective verb create aspectual meaning.

lasting over time diouho foralong time
duration and continuity pofad, stale, neustale, all the time, constantly, permanently,
nepfetrZité, furt without interruption

cely den, cely tyden, cely rok all day long, all week long, all year long
liking rad/afi

regularity pravidelnég, b&zné 4 regularly, usually

repetition t‘.asto: nejéastéji. znovua znovu often, most often, again and again
until recently donedavna until recently

phase verbs zaéit, pféstat, zﬁstaf- to start, to stbp, toremain

aslong as dokud as Iorigas

simultaneity zatimco =  while
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8.6A Lasting overtime

Imperfectivity in and of itself can emphasize the long-lasting or ever-lasting quality of an
activity expressed by a verb.

dlouho psal

To answer the question

-Jak dlouho?

we can use any of the signal words expressing duration and continuity:
- Porad psal.

or we can use an expression that signifies a whole period of time:

cely den
cely tyden psal, pise, bude psdt
cely rok

8.6B Duration and continuity

Imperfectivity can also imply duration and continuity in time. Signal words expressing
duration and continuity support the meaning of an uninterrupted activity lasting over time:

porad délal, psal, éetl, vafil

stdle déld, pise, ¢te, vafi
neustdle bude délat, psdt, éist, vafit
nepretrzité

furt (in spoken language)

8.6C Liking
A sense of habit and lasting through time is also present in liking. Therefore the word
rad/a pise, &te, nakupuje, pije

can be understood as a typical (although not exclusive) feature of an imperfective verb.

%’_:S.GD Regularity

Regularity is mainly associated with imperfective verbs

avidelng Pravidelné pise do novin.
Na nédrazi bézné prodavali alkohol.
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8.6E Repetition

Repetition is used both for an imperfective and for a perfective action.
The imperfective verbs often use signal words

casto psal v hospodé
nejéastéji psal v hospodé
znovu a znovu psal dopisy

8.6F Donedavna

Imperfective verbs in the past tense used with the signal word donedavna express an
activity that lasted for some time in the past and ceased only recently:

Doneddvna psal jenom povidky (... ale ted napsal roman).

8.6G Verbs zaéit, prestat, zlistat
The beginning of an imperfeé_tive activity is signaled by the verb zaéit, the end is signaled

by the verb pfestat. Verbs expressing states (sedét, leZet, stat) use the signal verb zistat,
supporting the idea of the duration of the state:

zaéala jist, pFestala jist
ziistala leZet na zemi

8.6H Dokud

Dokud signals that the imperfective activity has lasted for a long time (but might end):

Dokud piSu, nic jiného délat nechci.

8.61 Simultaneity

Simultaneous activities are expressed by imperfective verbs next to each other:

Sedim v hospodg, piju pivo, posloucham hovory lidi a pisu.

8.6J Zatimco

When two different subjects are carrying out imperfective activities simultaneously, we
use the signal word zatimco.

Zatimco Frantisek vafil vecefi, Kolja si hrdl.
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8.7 Perfective verbs and related signal words

Signal words are those words that occur predominantly with one of the two aspects and,
together with a perfective or imperfective verb, create aspectual meaning.

singularrit)r 'jédnou, bopfvé : once,fof-tﬁeﬁrsttime -

inonego ‘najednou,nardiz inone go

deadline (nejpozdéiji) do T at the latest by

finality * nakonec, koneéné navidy finally, forever

succ?e.séﬁ,-ll_-c_ompletion ”aglazia’t, pod;i‘-it -s_é,_;;;\}"é;t;e  to aclﬁéve, to succeed:t_oturn out well

Zaj_z;aéuho? za chvili A inamoment

sudden change  nedekand najednou unexpectedly, suddenly R

sedﬁcg ' dokatn:l ne-,jagﬁﬁ(if}vé) nei ul-ltil, _as-soon as, before i
- ‘brzy,pochvili soon,afterawhile

repetition - _'m__k;;k_éli e wCt g whenever o

willingness . el : ) :

8.7A Singularity of an action

Perfectivity in itself includes the singularity of an action expressed by a perfective verb.
Signal words are jednou, poprvé:

Jednou dal prapory na okno.
Poprvé dostal ruské vejce.

When a single action happens in one go, the signal word najednou (= nardz) is used.

Vypil vsechno najednou.

8.7B Deadline

Completion often implies a limit by which time the action is finished. The expression

(nejpozdéji) do is used to express this time limit.

Musi ddt prapory na okno nejpozdéji do vedera.

Finality

€nse of completion and finality of a perfective verb is supported by the signal words
Nec, koneéng, navidy

‘ gchtér, ale nakonec tam prapory dal.

hlad a konegns se najedl.
M Zapomng),
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8.7D Successful completion

Dokazat, podafit se, povést se

To stress that the completion is successful (or, with the prefix ne-, that it was not
successful) the verbs dokdzat, podafit se, povést se and a perfective infinitive are used.

Viktorka se dokdzala rozhodnout.
Viktorce (D) se nepodafilo na vojdka zapomenout.
Viktorce (D) se nepovedlo na vojdka zapomenout.

8.7E Zajak dlouho?

a) How much time will it take to complete an action? Both the question and the answer
use the preposition za, which is followed by the amount of time eg. za hodinu, za chvili
and a perfective verb.

- Zajak dlouho vypil koriak? -Za chvili. (Koriak vypil za chvili.)
- Za jak dlouho napiSete povidku? -Za jednu noc.

Compare to Jak dlouho which is only used with imperfective verbs. (see Section 8.6A)

b) How much time is needed before the activity occurs?
In this context, both perfective and imperfective verbs can be used.

- Za jak dlouho pfisel? - Za hodinu.
- Za jak dlouho budes délat zkousku? — Za dva tydny.

8.7F Sudden change

Perfectivity is often connected with a sudden, unexpected change of action. This change is
signaled by the words neéekané, najednou (=ndhle)

Dub neéekané zaplatil za sklenici vody.
Najednou dal prapory na okno. (ProtoZe dostal strach.)

8.7G Sequence

Perfective verbs can express various ways of sequencing actions when accompanied by
signal words

dokudne-  Jed| dokud nesnédl viechno.

Jjakmile Jakmile viechno snédi, dostal Zizen.

(diive) neZ  Dfive neZ napisu povidku, dlouho pfemyslim.
8.7H Brzy, po chvili

With brzy and po chvili, it is usual to focus on a new action starting; hence the verb is often
perfective:

Brzy odesel.
Blanka se po chvili zeptala: ,UZ mGZu hrat?”
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8.71 Chain of activities

When there is a chain of activities describing certain steps or routines, perfective verbs
are most often used - in spite of the fact that the routines are being repeated:

Napisu text, dam ho do Supliku. Pak si ho pFeétu, vezmu n(zky, rozdélim text na édsti a
udélam koldz. To je moje metoda.

8.7J Kdykoli

Repetition is used both for an imperfective and for a perfective action.
The perfective verbs often use kdykoli for repetition of single activities.

Kdykoli dostal chut na pivo, dal si pivo.

8.7K Willingness

The word rad, used.with-a-perfective verb, expresses willingness to perform an action on
one occasion (as opposed to enjoying or liking the activity in general):

Rad vafim. (Imperfective = in general.)
Rad ti uvafim vecefi. (Perfective = today, this once, I'm glad to do it.)

8.8 Adjectives of result and passive voice

In Czech we can express the fact that something has been completed by using an adjective
derived from the passive participle of a verb.

Spisovatel napsal knihu. » Kniha je napsand.

This adjective expresses the quality of a given object: It is finished. The resulting adjective
is formed from the passive participle (napsan = napsany).

The passive voice, formed by the passive participles (napsan, napsana, napsano etc.), is
still used in the written language, but has been replaced in spoken Czech by adjectives of
result.

Romdn je napsany.
Kniha je napsand.
Jméno je napsané na dvefich.

In order to grasp the meaning of these adjectives it is important to understand the
connection between the adjective and its related perfective verb.

Spisovatel napsal knihu. » Napsand kniha éekd na vydani.

A prevailing number of these adjectives, about 85%, are derived from the perfective
passive participle. Approximately 15% are derived from the imperfective passive participle.
Adjectives derived from imperfective verbs are often used in connection with food:

pecend kachna (péct), smaZeny syr (smaZzit), uzeny losos (udit), chlazené pivo (chladit).
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9 MODALITY

9.1 Modal verbs: conjugation

ja ty on/ona/to my vy oni
moct muZu mutiZzes mizZe miZeme mizete muZou
muset musim musis musi musime musite musi
chtit chci chces chce chceme chcete chtéji
smét smim smis smi smime smite smi/smé&ji
mit mam mas ma mame mate maji
9.2 Translation
infinitive past participle translation
moct mohl to be able to; can
muset musel—- to have to; must
chtit chtél to want
smét smél to be allowed to; may
T"t,, - 7""&, - “should” ;ﬂo something -
9.3 Negative forms
Muset: Nemusim “/ don't have to.”
Smét: Nesmim “I'm not allowed to.”
9.4 Modal adjectives mozny and nutny:
To je moZné. To neni mozné. “It is possible. It isn't possible.
To je nutné. To neni nutné. “It is necessary. It isn't necessary.”
9.5 Reporting imperative
Modal verb mit is used in indirect speech to report imperative.
imperative modal “mit" question indirect speech reporting the imperative

“Sedni si!” Co mam délat? Mas si sednout.
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10 VERBS OF MOTION

10.1 Unprefixed verbs of motion

Unprefixed verbs of motion can express the present tense, therefore they are imperfective.

They express a motion that is

A) - single and in one direction: these verbs are called determinate verbs
B) <~ frequent and with more directions: these are called indeterminate verbs

Determinate and indeterminate verbs make pairs:

s >

determin.  present past future indet. present past future

jit jde sel/slafsli  pljde | chodit chodi chodil bude chodit
jE 77]’&1& = jel pojede ' | jezdit 7;zd] o jezdil o bil.lidejezdit
néstsA  nese  nesl  ponese | nosit*A nosi  nosil  budenosit
vézt+A  veze vezl poveiie ' vozit+A vozZi  vozil bude vozit
vést 1A vede———pd—— _povéide vodit+A  vodi vodii bude vodit
letét  leti  letsl  poleti | létat l6ta létal  budelétat
bétet b  bd%el  pobéi ‘béhat  bsha bshal  budebdhat

Verbs nést/nosit, vézt/vozit and vést/vodit require a direct object in the accusative:

Cignik nese kavu. Ridi& vozi zeleninu. Pan vede psa.

The future tense of determinate verbs is created by the prefix p{i/ po.
Future forms of indeterminate verbs are created by the auxiliary budu, budes, bude,

budeme, budete, budou and the infinitive.

10.2 Usage of verbs of motion

Kam? - jenom tam E Kam? <-> semtam
R particular time sign;—iu'ords T more general : signal words

jit chodit rad
F - dneska, zitra jezditﬁﬁ Jak éasto? pofad, éasto
n_ésitj)\i = véera ‘nosit kazdy den
vézt+A Kolikrat? jednou vozit kazdy mésic
véstsA  Kdy? rano \vodit kazdy rok
[e_té__t_ - v poledne |lotat pravidelné
batet veler 'béhat  Jak dlouho?* cely den

B cely Zivot

den.

yry

*for Jak dlouho? we can also use a determinate verb: Z Prahy do Pafize jedeme autem cely
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10.3 Verbs of motion with prefixes

A determinate verb of motion becomes perfective as soonas a prefix is attached to it.
For example compare the most frequent prefixes pfi- and od-

prefix pfi-
>e  Svejk pfigel, ale nepfinesl koriak.

Verbs of motion with this prefix express movement toward something

prefix od(e)-

o>  Svejk odesel pro kofiak.

Verbs of motion with this prefix express move ment away from something

10.3A Perfective verbs of motion with prefixes

Perfective verbs of motion with prefixes pfi- and -od

INFINITIV present future past

pfijit > — pfijdu pfisel, pfisla jsem
odejit o> — odejdu odesel, odesla jsem
ojetse  — T ofedu piieliajsem '
odjet &= — odjedu odjel/a jsem
pfiﬁé'sitri-A“—);” - EE— S prneéu - _-pFir{est.fajéem -
odnést +A o> — odnesu odnesl/a jsem
pfiveztsA>e  — T prve pivezl/ajsem
odvézt +Ae-> — odvezu odvezl/ajsem
pfivest+A>e  — T pfveds ofivedl/ajsem
odvést +A o> — odvedu odved|/a jsem
e = o pliletim " priletél/ajsem
odletét e~ — odletim odletél/a jsem
pfibshnout>e  — — " orbshmu _____ pfibéhljajsem
odb&hnout > s odbéhnu odbéhl/a jsem

10.3B Verbs of motion and prepositions

See Section 7.

Prepositions with prefixes pfi- and od-:

When talking about people, the prefix pfi- corresponds to the preposition k/ke
Svejk pFisel k LukaSovi. Kamardad prisel ke mné.

and the prefix od-corresponds to the preposition od/ode

Svejk odesel od Lukd$e. Kamarad odesel ode mé.
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10.3C Imperfective verbs of motion with prefixes

An indeterminate verb of motion becomes imperfective as soon as a prefix is attached to it:

pfichazet: pfichazim, budu pfichazet, ptichazel jsem
odchazet: odchazim, budu odchazet, odchazel jsem

vvvvv

frequent than the perfective verbs. Their rate of occurence is about 20%.

11 THREE FUNCTIONS OF “SE”

111 “Se” cannot be separated from the verb

Itis part of it and is always used.

Examples:

bat se starat se

divat se stat se (to happen) pf.
hrat si (to play with a toy) stydét se

ptat se zajimat se

smat se zlobit se

11.2 The verb can exist without “se”

If the sentence contains a direct object, it is replaced by “se”.

Examples:

myt se x  myt néco/nékoho vratitse x vratit néco
mit se x  mit néco/nékoho oZenitse x oZenit nékoho
délatse x délatnéco vdatse x vdat nékoho

11.3 "Se” indicates reciprocity

Examples:

bereme se (mame svatbu) milujeme se
libame se nesnasime se
mame se radi zZname se

ord order

= 8econd position in the sentence - see Section 16.
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12 VERBS TAKING THE LOCATIVE CASE

byto o korh/ o éem ta_jé : = R Film éfesc’mekjé otatinkovi
aomamince a ojejich divném synovi.
byt z_évisly na nékdo (N)Je zawsly na nekom/ nécem (L) ' Nemocnyje zaws.‘y na !eku .
n?t;vit o- o nékdo (N) miluvi o nekom/ necem (L) ) Pohhk rﬁIUVJ_()_,;ohtfce. -
ﬁoéhybow-:\t o nékdo (N) pOCHybLlje onééem 7 _ \.’en'r,wI cfovek nepochybu;e o bohu
pfémgélet o . nékdo (N) premysll o nekc&m;r nécem (L) ngvrsta prernysh o;azyce
sn]’t o' 7 . nekdo (N) sni o nekom/ neceﬁ (L) ) Mladd Zena sm 0 krdsném dome
touiitrﬁo ______ nékda (N) tou2| po nekom/ neéem (L) Porudik Luka§ tousi 'po konaku
vypravovat o___ ) nekdo/neco (N) vypravu.ue o nékom/ nédem (L) Legendé vypravuje o knéz‘né leus; -
zéleZetna nekomu (D) za|e2| na nekom/ necem (L) - Studentow zan'ezr na testu
zda’.{seo 7 nekomu (D) se zda o. nekom,v' necem (L) ' Matce se zda o synow

13 VERBS FOR LIKES AND DISLIKES

Ra&/ e;ces;trl_ijur rad + conjugated verb

Baw mé cégtc;iat . (tb;g;l;lt * pers.pron in | A +infinitive 7 o
L|b| se mi opera Rusa_l-ka - libit se + pers.pron |ﬁE:nuun_m N |t appeals to my senses o
Mam rad/ a kIaSJckou hudbu. “conjugated mit + rad/a + object in A B
Chutna m| brokollcova polévka . chutnat + per_;Eprcm in D+ noun ln N It appea_f_s- Eo myt taste" .

14 THEVERB AND THE DIRECT OBJECT

14.1 Subject and object of a sentence

In Czech there are many verbs that not only require a subject, but also an object to
complete the information:
- e.g. jist: Kocour ji...

We can ask: Co ji kocour?, which is a question about an object.
The feminine noun pastika then changes its ending to pastiku to become the object.

Thus we can see that a noun's ending signals its function in the sentence:
- pastika, kocour = subject
- pastiku, kocoura = object

30




14.2 Word ending and word order

Distinguishing the function of words by their endings means that if we change the word
order, the meaning of the sentence will remain the same.

Kocour ji pastiku. or Pastiku ji kocour.

If we wanted to say that “The paté eats the tomcat”, it would be:

Pastika ji kocoura. or Kocoura ji pastika.

It is therefore very important to distinguish between the subject and the object form of a

Czech noun.

14.3 Presence of an object

However not every Czech verb does take a direct object. This means that the very first step
we need to take is to ask:

Co (ji)? for things or Koho (ji)? for living objects. Compare to:
spat: Kocour spi.—- Co spi kocour?*

The question does not make sense, because the verb does not take a direct object. This
way we will get a reliable answer as to whether the verb takes a direct object or not.

15 NEGATION IN CZECH

15.1 A negative question

A negative question is answered literally.

—Hana nema ¢as? Hana doesn't have time?
—Ne./ Ne, nema. No. / No, she doesn't.
-MaA. Yes, she does.

15.2 Polite negative questions

A negative question can indicate a polite request:

~Nemas tuzku? “Do you happen to have a pencil?”
-Ne./ Ne, nemam. No. /No, | don't.
-Mam, Yes | do.

A negative question can be a polite way of expressing concern:

~Nejsi nemocny? “You don't look well. Are you feeling all right?”
Ne./ Ne, nejsem. No. / No, I'm not.

Yes lam.
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15.3 Verb tense

Present tense: The ne- prefix is used for each person

Nemam cas. I don’t have time.
Nemas ¢as. You don't have time.
Nema &as. (S)he doesn’t have time.
Nemame das. We don’t have time.
Nemate ¢as. You don't have time.
Nemaji ¢as. They don't have time.

Pasttense:  The past participle (I-form) has the ne- prefix

Byla jsem doma a studovalajsem. | was at home and studied.
Nebyla jsem doma a nestudovala | was not at home and did not study.
jsem.

Futuretense: Future forms of byt and/or the auxiliary budu has the ne- prefix

Budu doma a budu studovat. I will be at home and will study.
~Nebudu-dema-anebudu studovat. | wiii not be at home and will not
study.

15.4 Adjective in predicate

A sentence with an adjective as a part of predicate has only one negative component.

Ten text je zajimavy. The text is interesting.

Ten text neni zajimavy. The text is not interesting.
Ten text je nezajimavy. The text is uninteresting.
Ten text neni nezajimavy. The text is not uninteresting.
Rad pracuje. He likes to work.

Nerad pracuje. He doesn't like to work.
Nepracuje rad. He doesn't like to work.
Ma rada jablka. She likes apples.

Nema rada jablka. She doesn’t like apples.
Ma nerada jablka. She doesn't like apples.
Nema nerada jablka. “She likes apples”,

15.5 Negative pronouns and adverbs

Negative pronouns:

nikdo (nikoho, nikomu, nikom, nikym), nie (nigeho, ni¢emu, ni¢em, ni¢im), Zadny, 2adné
(zadného, 24dnému, #adném, Zadnym), 2adné (2a4dné, 2adnou)
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Negative adverbs:
nikde, nikam, odnikud, nikdy, nijak

A negative pronoun / adverb and a negative verb do not cancel each other out. The
meaning of the sentence remains negative.

Nemam nic. I have nothing./ | don't have anything.
Nikdy se nikoho na nic nepta. He never asks anyone about anything.
Nikdy s nikym nikam nejde. She never goes anywhere with anyone.

15.6 Partial negation

An indefinite pronoun or adverb used with a negative verb expresses partial negation

Néco nevim. “There is something that | don't know”,
Compare:
VSechno vim. I know everything.
“Nicmevin—— i know nothing.

15.7 Negation intensifiers

Negation intensifiers are used to strengthen the negative meaning.

viibec + neg.verb  J4 jsem tam viibec nebyl. I haven't been there at all.
Toho &lovéka viibec neznam. I'don’t know the person at all.
Zadny + noun ' Mam radost. lam happy.
Nemam radost. l'am not happy.
Nemam zadnou radost. I'am not at all happy.
nijak
nijak + neg. verb Ta informace mi nijak nepdmohla. That information has not helped me at all.
nijak + adjective Ta kniha neni nijak zajimava. That book is not at all interesting.
ﬁijak +adverb Neznam ho nijak dobfe. I don't know him at all well. '

Negation intensifiers are used especially when people disagree or argue:
A: Sle€na $la s pianem do tramvaje.
B: Toje nesmysl! Zadna sleéna s Zadnym That's nonsense! No girl ever went with any

pianem do Zadné tramvaje neslal piano on any tram!
15.8 Syntax
In a negative sentence the conjunction a changes into ani
Mam ¢&as a penize. I have time and money.
Nemam éas ani penize. I have neither time nor money.
Nemam ani &as, ani penize. I have neither time nor money.
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15.9 Partial negation and intensified negation

Vim viechno. I know everything.

Nevim vechno. I don't know everything.

Nevim nic. I know nothing.

Nevim vibec nic. I know nothing at all.

Znam tady kazdého. | know everybody here.

Neznam tady kazdého. I don’t know everybody here.
Neznam tady nikoho. I don’t know anybody here.
Neznam tady viibec nikoho. | don't know anybody here at all.

16 WORD ORDER

16.1 Stressin ngch

In Czech the stress is on the first syllable of a word and on the first word in the sentence.
The first position in the sentence is always stressed.

16.2 Clitics

Clitics are those words that do not have stress. They are on the “second” position in the
sentence.

The "second position” can be taken by a number of words, depending how many
unstressed words are used.

The order of the unstressed words is shown in the table.

There can be a number of unstressed words, but that doesn't mean that all of them would
always be used.

stressed ‘ unstressed “clitics” ‘ stressed
‘l.auxiliary | 2.se/si | shortpronouns |5.-6. pron. with a prepoz. |
‘ ‘ ! 3.(D) 4.(A) | tam / ted' |
Dvam |  |se | il e : ' pe Mrnaﬁrlnily;
Dost &asto Fres |se R T ~ divam néf‘ilmy. 7
Ano,dam | mlsi i | | ted i 7éaj. -
A nedivam  se B . . ‘na horrm"y.
Alenedam | s P igiaasionll gL I  kavu.
Dival  jsem  |se ‘  am ' I nafilmy.
Veeraveter | jsem  |se | | nand © ldival.
Ne, nedala bych i , mu (D) I ho (A) fhned. -
Proto bychoEn ] se w@ [tednato | radizeptali.
Moc [ | se ull | uvas | libilo.

Ano/Ne does not count as a stressed word.
Conjunctions count as a stressed word. The only conjunctions that do not count as a
stressed word are a, ale, i

34




17 “ABY” CLAUSES

171

The "aby” form is formally created as a conditional:

- pastparticiﬁle | p_aﬂst paniéfp!e_
j&  abych Cpsala | my abychom  psai
ty  abys  psalla "_vy ~ abyste  psali
onfona aby psalla i Coni aby  psali -

However its meaning is not conditional.

17.2 Three main functions of ,aby” clauses

17.2A Purpose

An “aby” clause expresses purpose: “because”
Vojak Sel do hospody tancovat. Prod? Aby vidél Viktorku. = Protose chtél vidét Viktorku.

Viktorka nesla tancovat. Proé? Aby vojdka nepotkala. = ProtoZe nechtéla potkat vojdka.

17.2B Reported imperative

An “aby” clause reports an imperative in indirect speech

On: “Nezapomeri!”
Ona vypravuje: Rekl mi, abych nezapomnéla.

Therefore those verbs that imply requests or commands are followed by an “aby” clause.

Bud domal! Rekla ji, aby byla doma. fict
Pockej! Volal na ni, aby pockala. volat
Dej mi jesté éas. Prosila ho, aby ji dal jesté &as. prosit
Nechod za mnou. PoZadala ho, aby za ni nechodil. pozadat
Nedavej to nikomu. Radila ji, aby to nikomu nedavala. radit
Dej mi ten amulet! Chtél, aby mu dala amulet. chtit

To understand the meaning of these command or request "aby” clauses, we can always
think of the corresponding imperative “behind” them, even if the direct speech sentence
containing the imperative is not present in the text.
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Aspect in the “aby” indirect speech clause

The ASPECT of a verb that belongs to the “aby” form is always the SAME as it is in the
command expressed by an imperative. That means that if the “aby” verb is negative, it is
usually imperfective or indeterminate as it would be in the corresponding command.

“aby” sentence imperative “behind” infinitive

Prala si, abych to udélal. Udélej to! udélat PF

Prala si, abych to nedélal. Nedélej to! délat IMPF

Prosila mé, abych mu to dala. Dej mu tol dat PF

Prosila mé, abych mu to nedavala, Nedavej mu to! davat IMPF

Rekl, abych tam Zel. Jdi tam! jit determinate

Rekl, abych tam nechodil. Nechod tam! chodit indeterminate

17.2C "Aby" clause after an adjective

“Aby” clauses are used after adjectives expressing modality or importance

adjective “aby” clause synonymic expression
nutné Je nutné, abys byla doma. Musis byt doma.
dilezité Je dilezité, abys tu praci udélal. Urgité tu praci udélej.
mozné Nenimozné, abys tam $el. Nemdiizes tam jit.

for "kdyby"” clauses see Section 5.4 Conditional mode.
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