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Study Location: Ado-Ekiti                                                      Date: 20th August, 2019
CHRISTIAN AND ADVERSITY (PART 1)
Gen. 12:1-2, 10-20, Exodus 1:8-14, Job 17:1-,I Peter 4:12-16
	Times and seasons of life are variable. Genesis 8:22.  The sowing times come with pains and weeping! While the harvest time comes with joy and abundance.  Psalm 126:5,6.  Night and day were created on purpose, yet for someone to have preference for permanent night of darkness all the days would be totally abnormal.  The heart must yearn for a glorious dawn while the night is on course. God’s will for all His children is peace, righteousness with fulfilling prosperous living (Romans 14:17, Psalm 35:27). Yet He sometimes permits times of trials and adversity to instruct and teach wisdom. While Satan advances adversities to destroy (Job. 1:9-11, John 10:10), God turns trial to triumphs and adversities to prosperity (I Chronicles 4:10).
MEANING AND TYPES OF ADVERSITIES
Judges 6:1-6, Psalm 105:16-20, Romans 8:35-39
	Adversities are unfavourable or troublous conditions when the trend of things and situation run against one’s interest, welfare and expectations.  Genesis 42:35, 36.
	At such a time your faith, God’s faithfulness and the validity of God’s words may be called into question!  Genesis 15:1-3. As a child of God you need to understand that God sees beyond the current situation and has a provision ahead that will swallow up the problem or situation. God will always provide a way of escape for you.  Psalm 23:4-6. 1 Corinthians 10:12-13.
	Adversities can come in different modes and shapes: Lets us examine few of such biblically:
1. Fear, trouble and suffering due to poverty and lack of daily or financial supplies (2 King 6:25-31; Judges 6:6).
2. Fruitless effort in specific areas of concern e.g. child bearing (1 Samuel 1:5-6), enemy oppression (Judges 6:3-5), failed opportunities, Luke 15:14-16, hindrances due to Satanic strongholds and principalities (Daniel 10:12-14) etc
3. Sickness and infirmities (Job 2:7-13, 3:24-26).  Especially such that is life threatening and protracted, it can weary the soul and challenge the faith disdainly(Isaiah. 38:1-3).
4. Loneliness and frustration due to: Delayed marriage, delayed academic breakthrough, persecution, delayed or lost employment etc. Psalm 142:4. Proverbs 19:7.
5. Failed expectations: Psalm 42:10-11; Genesis 40:14-15, 23.  Failed business, failed relationship and failed promises are common experiences that can weighed heavily upon a child of God.
6. [bookmark: _GoBack]Life billows of misfortunes, problems and trials.  Daniel 6:12-17, can meant serious adversity to a child of God.
7. Trial of faith!  I Peter 4:12-16.  This is the most welcome of all adversities. Joseph, Job and Jesus all partook of this.  The end is always glorious when borne with patience James 1:2-4.

CAUSES OF ADVERSITIES (Proverb 26:2)
The causes of adversities can be direct or indirect in relation to the individuals experiencing it.  Exodus 20:5.  Hosea 9:9. Few among the causes of adversities and suffering apart from persecution and trial of faith are:
(1) Sin and disobedience to God’sword in principle and practices (Dueteronomy 27:11-26). Failure to keep God’s word will open door for adversity and sufferness.
(2) Indulgence, procrastination and laziness (Proverbs 6:6-11)
(3) Backsliding after knowing, living the truth in holiness (Proverb 14:14 Jeremiah 2:19). It is dangerous to depart from God.
(4) It can be the result of evil seed sown in the past Galatians 6:7.  Hosea 10:12-15
(5) Pride and arrogance especially when any man attempts to share God’s glory with Him.  Daniel 4:30-37
(6) Carelessness in handling rare opportunities (Hebrew 12:15-17)
(7) Ignorance and prayerlessness (1 Chronicles 4:10). Jabez situation could have persisted for ever, if he had accepted his adversity as God’s will and refused to pray about it!  God does not destine any of His children for backwardness. His pronunciation upon man in the beginning of creation is still valid today for the redeemed!  Genesis 1:28.
(8) Natural occurrence that is meant to be overcome with faith, hardwork and prayer.  Genesis 26:1-6, 12-13. Amen.
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124 	O BROTHER LIFE’S JOURNEY BEGINNING
1. Brother, life’s journey beginning,
With courage and firmness arise!
Look well to the course thou art choosing;
Be earnest, be watchful, and wise!
Remember—two paths are before thee,
And both thy attention invite;
But one leadeth on to destruction,
The other to joy and delight.

God help you to follow His banner,
And serve Him wherever you go;
And when you are tempted, my brother,
God give you the grace to say “No!”

2. Brother, yield not to the tempter,
No matter what others may do;
Stand firm in the strength of the Master,
Be loyal, be faithful, and true!
Each trial will make you the stronger,
If you, in the name of the Lord,
Fight manfully under your Leader,
Obeying the voice of His Word.

3. Brother, the Savior is calling!
Beware of the danger of sin;
Resist not the voice of the Spirit,
That whispers so gently within.
God calls you to enter His service—
To live for Him here, day by day;
And share by and by in the glory
That never shall vanish away.
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Special Announcement
Cheerfully GIVE to the CCBC CAMP GROUND Development today
	
	Needs
	Your Contribution

	
	1. Payment for the Land
	Any Amount

	
	2. A Bundle of Roofing Sheets = N15,000.00
	____Bundles

	
	3. A Bag of Cement = N2,500
	____Bag(s) of Cement

	
	4. A 5-Seater Bench = N2,500
	____Bench(es)

	
	5. Blocks (N140 per 1)
	____Blocks


Pay to 
FCMB  | Account #: 3254932014 |Labourers for Christ Ministry Int’l
Or
First Bank | Account #: 2033836546 | CHRIST COMPANION BIBLE OUTREACH 
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Weekly Programs
Tuesday Bible Study
Thursday Revival & Miracle Service
Sunday Worship Service

For Your Spiritual Help and Welfare, call:

GSM:……………………………………………….
Or Visit 
www.ccbc.org.n
image2.wmf

image1.png




