
1. What are adjectives? 

 

Adjectives are words that describe or modify other words, making your writing and speaking much 

more specific, and a whole lot more interesting. Words like small, blue, and sharp are descriptive, 

and they are all examples of adjectives. Because adjectives are used to identify or quantify individual 

people and unique things, they are usually positioned before the noun or pronoun that they modify. 

Some sentences contain multiple adjectives. 

Examples: 

A) 

a. Mark and Jane are carrying a chair. 

b. Mark and Jane are carrying a heavy chair 

 The adjective “heavy” is describing the noun “Chair”. 

B) The form of the adjective is the same for singular nouns and plural nouns  

a. Jane is holding a red apple. 

b. There are some red apples on the plate. 

 

2. Kinds of adjectives: 

 

A. The main kinds are: 

 

a. Demonstrative: this / that / these / those. 

b. Distributives: each / every / either / neither. 

c. Quantitative: some / any / no / little / few / many / much / one / twenty. 

d. Interrogative: which / what / whose. 

e. Possessive: my / your / his / her / its/ / our / their / your. 

f. Of quality: clever / dry / fat / golden / good /heavy / square. 

 

B. Participles used as adjectives: 

 

Both present participles (Ing) and past participles (Ed) can be used as adjectives. Care must be 

taken not to confuse them. Present participle adjectives, amusing, boring, tiring etc., are active and 

mean ‘having the effect’. Post participle adjectives, amused, horrified, tired etc., ate passive and 

mean ‘affected in this way’. 

Examples: 

 The play was boring. (The audience was bored.) 
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 The scene was horrifying. (The spectators were horrified.) 

C. Agreement: 

Adjectives in English have the same form for singular and plural, masculine and feminine nouns: 

The only exceptions 

Examples: 

 A good boy – good boys 

 A good girl – good girls 

The only exceptions are the demonstrative adjectives this and that, which change to these and 

those before plural nouns: 

Examples: 

 This cat – these cats  

 That man – those men 

D. Many adjectives / participles can be followed by prepositions:  

Examples: 

 Good at  

 Aware of 

 Tired of 

(We will see these elements in the future.) 

 

3. The position of adjectives (attributive and predicative) 

 

A. Adjectives in groups (a) – (e) above come before their nouns  

      This book   -     which boy     -        my dog 

Adjectives in this position are called attributive adjectives. 

 

B. Adjectives of quality, however, can come either before their nouns: 

       A rich man        a happy girl 

Or after a verb such as (a) be, become, seem: 

     Tom become rich         Ann seems happy 

Or (b) appears, feel, get/grow (=become), keep, look (=appear), make, smell, sound, taste, turn: 

      Tom felt cold   he got/grew impatient. 

      He made her happy    the idea sounds interesting  

Adjectives in this position are called link verbs or copulas. 

C. Some adjectives can be used only attributively or only predicatively and some change their 

meaning when moved from one position to the other.  

Bad/good, big/small, heavy/light and old, used in expressions as bad sailor, good swimmer, big 

eater, small farmer, heavy drinker, light sleeper, old boy/friend/soldier etc., cannot be used 

predicatively without changing the meaning: a small farmer is a man who has a small farm, but 

the farmer is small means that he is a small man physically. 

D. Use of and:  



With attributive adjectives and is used chiefly when there are two or more adjectives of color. It is 

then placed before the last of these: 

Examples: 

 A green and brown carpet. 

 A red, white and blue flag. 

With predicative adjectives and is placed between the last two: 

 The day was cold, wet and windy. 

 

4. Order of adjectives of quality: 

 

A. Several variations are possible but a fairly usual order is: adjectives of 

a. Size (except little.) 

b. General description (excluding adjectives of personality, emotions etc.) 

c. Age. 

d. Shape. 

e. Color. 

f. Material. 

g. Origin. 

h. Purpose 

 



B. Little, old and young are often used, not to give information, but as part of an adjectives-noun 

combination. They are then placed next to their nouns: 

Ex: 

 Your nephew is a nice little boy. 

 That young man drives too fast. 

Little + old + noun are possible:  

Ex: 

 A little old lady.  

But little + young is not. 

When used to give information, old and young occupy position (c) above: 

 A young colored man. 

 An old Welsh harp. 

Adjectives of personality/emotion can precede or follow young/old: 

Ex: 

 A young ambitious man 

Or 

 An ambitious young man. 

 



 


