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‘I’m
married

in my
heart’

—COURTENEY
COX,

on her relationship
with Johnny

McDaid, to People at
the Spirit of Ireland

Gala sponsored
by Bushmills
Irish Whiskey

Watch
our new live-

streaming show
ch@tter at

8 p.m. ET/5 p.m. PT
Monday to Friday

on the PeopleTV app
and at live.twitter

.com/chatter

‘I was a little
nervous because

I sat next to
Prince Harry
and Meghan

Markle. That’s
his sixth great-
grandpa [King

George III]!’
—LIN-MANUEL

MIRANDA,
recalling when the
royals came to see
Hamilton, on The

Late Show with
Stephen Colbert
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5 Things
We’re

Talking
About!

Camila
Mendes

The actress, 24,
stars as Veronica
on the CW’s hit
series Riverdale

My worst
habit is . . .

Biting my lip.
When I’m focused
or thinking, I chew
on the inside of my
bottom lip. I did it
in high school, and
then I stopped and
it’s come back. I’ve

got to stop.

My hero is . . .
Rihanna. I just

love how fearlessly
herself she is.

I have an
irrational
fear of . . .

Bees. I hate bees.
The way that I

react to them is
very irrational:
I run. It’s not so
much the fear
of being stung
as much as the

anxiety they give
me that they fly
around and you

can’t escape them.

The song I can’t
get out of my

head is. . .
Right now it’s the

one from La La
Land [sings] “ba

pa pa pa-pa pa-pa
pa pa”—“Another

Day of Sun.” I want
to be in a movie
musical so bad.

I’m most
comfortable

when .. .
I’m at home in my

pajamas on the
couch. I’m a social
butterfly, but I love
my time at home
alone too. That’s
how I recharge.

—JULIE JORDAN

A Chat with . . .

3/Are You There
God? It’s Me,
Margaret will

be a movie
Someone upstairs

must’ve been
listening to fans of
Judy Blume’s 1970

coming-of-age novel.
It’s set for a big-

screen adaptation
from the team behind

The Edge of
Seventeen.

1/Fran Drescher wants Cardi B
in a reboot of The Nanny

The rapper credited Drescher with inspiring
a head-to-toe cheetah look she wore in

September. Now the actress hopes to cast her in
a revival of the hit ’90s sitcom. “Wouldn’t she be
great as my daughter?” Drescher told PeopleTV.

2/The bagel emoji gets a schmear
In response to complaints that its

planned bagel emoticon (perfectly circular,
topping-less) didn’t look like the real

deal, Apple rebaked it—adding a much-
needed swipe of cream cheese.

5/
Britney Spears will
eturn to Las Vegas

ops, she’s doing it again!
pop star will head back to
strip for her new Britney:

mination residency at the
Park MGM in February—

earning a reported
$500,000 a show.

B
r

Oo
The
the
Dom

P

4/Michael B. Jordan wishes
Naomi Osaka a happy birthday

The tennis champ’s celeb crush
tweeted her a shirtless pic for her

21st birthday (after some prompting
from Ellen DeGeneres), plus

an invite to his Creed 2 premiere.
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International licensing and

syndication requests
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For October 29, 2018

Royal Baby
Congratulations to the

happy couple! I can’t wait

to see how adorable and

cute the baby will be! Prince

George, Princess Charlotte

and Prince Louis will have

a little cousin.

Nadira Persaud via people.com

Love these two. It’s nice

to see something sweet

and kind these days. Diana

would be thrilled.

Sherry Ustohal via people.com

Ina and Jeffrey Garten
Thank you for the beautiful

love story on Ina and Jefrey

Garten. Their story keeps

hope alive for couples who

want to embark on a lifelong

journey together.

B.R. Reilly via email

Mina Starsiak Hawk
I love Mina. She’s an amazing

woman and mom. I can’t wait

for her showGoodBones to

come back.

Khristine Snyder
via people.com

For October 22, 2018

Lady Gaga
I never knew how naturally

beautiful Lady Gaga was

until Bradley Cooper cast

her as Ally. AStar IsBorn

was incredible; dare I say

better than Kristoferson

and Streisand? She’s a

natural-born actress with

a voice like no other.

Michelle McHone Frisco, Texas

Gaga’s so amazing. Glad to

see she’s happy.

Kim Hinkel via people.com

Lady Gaga and Bradley

Cooper are complete artists.

Her acting abilities and

Bradley Cooper’s talents as a

singer are revelations to me.

Both the movie and the song

should be nominated for an

Oscar—the movie is just a

work of art in so many areas.

Ana Benavidez via people.com

Deadly Limo Ride
The limo crash that killed

20 people in upstate New York

was so devastating. I can’t

even imagine losing four

daughters or two sons, and

then kids losing both parents...

it’s just unfathomable.

Judith Young Rotterdam, N.Y.

Barbara Bush Wedding
That was so sweet of

you, Barbara, to put your

grandfather, former

President George H. Bush,

first on your special wedding

day. Bless you and your

family. Congratulations

and best wishes.

Elaine Tracchia via people.com

mailbag

‘Harry and Meghan
will make amazing
parents!’
Tammy Stoddard via people.com

Murphy Brown and Will
& Grace both returned
to TV after long hiatuses.
What other show would
People readers most like
to bring back? Friends!
Says Diann B. of Indiana:
“It would be like catching
up with family.”

INSIDERPOLL

Become a People Insider!
Join our People Insiders panel and share your
thoughts and opinions in our message boards, polls
and surveys. Help us decide what goes into the
magazine each week, and enjoy other fun perks,
including invitations to events and prizes! Go to
peopleinsiders.com/join and sign up now!

What’90sTV
rebootwould
youmost
liketosee?

The Fresh
Prince of
Bel-Air

Other

Frasier

Seinfeld

Friends
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Jennifer Lopez
cozied up to Alex
Rodriguez at Elle
magazine’s 25th

Annual Women in
Hollywood

Celebration,
presented by
L’Oréal Paris,

on Oct. 15 in L.A.

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: KEVIN MAZUR/GETTY IMAGES; STEFANIE KEENAN/GETTY IMAGES;
BROADIMAGE/SHUTTERSTOCK; BENJAMIN LOZOVSKY/BFA; W BLANCO/BACKGRID



THE WEEK’S
CUTEST

COUPLES

Newlyweds
Gwyneth

Paltrow and
Brad Falchuk

enjoyed a
leisurely stroll

in Santa
Monica on

Oct. 20.

Emily Ratajkowski
only had eyes for

husband Sebastian
Bear-McClard at

the Oct. 16 launch
of Moët & Chandon

Nectar Impérial
Rosé c/o Virgil
Abloh in New

York City.

Robin Thicke
cradled expectant

girlfriend April
Love Geary’s

growing bump at
the amfAR Gala,

sponsored by
Perrier-Jouët.

Orlando
Bloom

supported
girlfriend Katy Perry,
who was honored at

the Los Angeles
amfAR Gala on

Oct. 18.



14

WEEKEND
WEDDING BLISS!

From exotic beachside ‘I dos’ in Hawaii to
rustic nuptials in New York, love reigned

Grammer
(with dad Joseph

Donatacci) called it a
“gift” that her parents

(mom Maureen Donatacci
is battling cancer) were

able to attend the
festivities.

“I love how
much David

loves me,” says
Grammer (in a
gown by Malan

Breton). “I know
he will always be

by my side.”

(K
LO

S
S

) 
B

F
A

Photographs by ALEX W PHOTOGRAPHY
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StarTracks

Grammer’s costars (from
left) Edwin Arroyave,

Teddi Mellencamp, Lisa
Rinna, Dorit Kemsley,

bridesmaid Kyle
Richards and Mauricio

Umansky enjoyed a
Hawaiian-inspired meal
before dancing to music

by the band Beyond
Paradise. “Kyle and I
were cutting a rug!”

Grammer says.

K A R L I E  K L O S S  &  J O S H U A  K U S H N E R
New York, Oct. 18

The supermodel, 26, married Kushner, 33, in an intimate Jewish
ceremony in upstate New York in front of almost 80 guests. Kloss

wore a custom lace Dior dress to say “I do” to the entrepreneur and
venture capitalist, who’s the younger brother of Jared Kushner and

brother-in-law to Ivanka Trump. “The wedding was intimate and
moving. The couple was beaming with happiness,” a friend who
attended the ceremony told People. The newlyweds will host a

larger celebration for friends and loved ones in the spring.

C A M I L L E  G R A M M E R  &  D AV I D  C .  M E Y E R
The Big Island, Hawaii, Oct. 20

The Real Housewives of Beverly Hills star, 50, wed attorney Meyer,
56, at a private beach club in a tropical-inspired celebration

complete with traditional leis for guests, a drum ceremony and
hula dancers. But Grammer’s favorite moment came just before

she exchanged vows with Meyer. “Walking down the aisle felt like
something out of a romantic movie,” she says. “The sun was setting,
a breeze was blowing and there was a rainbow. It was like, we made it

over the rainbow and we found each other. This is our new life.”

Grammer’s
vanilla
multi-

layered
cake.
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A N G E L I N A’ S
U N  A D V O C A C Y

Tumbes, Peru, Oct. 22
On a trip for the U.N.

Refugee Agency, Angelina
Jolie received a blessing

from Sister Sofia, who
founded a soup kitchen to
help Venezuelan refugees

and migrants. “I was
honored to meet and speak

with so many brave
Venezuelans,” Jolie

told People.

A R H O A  B A B Y
S H O W E R

Atlanta, Oct. 20
Kenya Moore and husband
Marc Daly celebrated the
upcoming birth of their

first child at a royal-
themed baby shower

with friends, family and
her Real Housewives of

Atlanta costa

A  F O X X  FA M I LY  O U T I N G  F O R  A  C A U S E
Denver, Oct. 20

Jamie Foxx and 9-year-old daughter Annalise (right) attended
Global Down Syndrome’s 10th Anniversary Be Beautiful Be Yourself
Fashion Show with his sister DeOndra Dixon (center), who was born

with Down syndrome. The actor helped the organization raise
$2.4 million for Down syndrome research at the event.

ars.s.

G E T T I N G
W I L D !

Los Angeles,
Oct. 16

Jeff Goldblum
rocked zebra-

print pants
for dinner
at Craig’s

restaurant
with his wife,

Emilie Livingston
(not pictured).

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: TOM COOPER/GETTY IMAGES; FREDDYO; SAEED ADYANI/NETFLIX(2); PAUL MORIGI/GETTY IMAGES; VICKIE FLORES/EPA-
EFE/REX/SHUTTERSTOCK; MARIA LAURA ANTONELLI/REX/SHUTTERSTOCK; MIKE MARSLAND/WIREIMAGE; LINNEA STEPHAN/BFA/REX/SHUTTERSTOCK;

JON KOPALOFF/FILMMAGIC; BAUER-GRIFFIN/SPLASH NEWS; SANTIAGO ESCOBAR-JARAMILLO/UNHCR



S A N D R A’ S  T H R I L L I N G  N E W  R O L E
Ocean’s 8 costars Sandra Bullock and Sarah Paulson reteam for

Netflix’s upcoming thriller Bird Box (out Dec. 21), in which they play
sisters living in a postapocalyptic world where people must

walk around blindfolded to survive. “They are a bit like sisters,”
director Susanne Bier says of the actresses. “There is a real

strong connection between the two of them ”strstrongong conconnecnectiotion bn betweeen the two of them.en ten the the two owo of thf them.em.
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BEST LOOKS
OF THE WEEK!

These stars lit up the red carpet in
an array of high-fashion designs

styletracks

Rosamund
Pike

In Givenchy
Couture.

Cate Blanchett
In Maison

Margiela Haute
Couture.

Emma
Stone

In Louis
Vuitton.

Olivia
Wilde

In David
Koma.

Mindy
Kaling

In
Fendi.

“I’m very
interested in

fashion,” says
the actress and
breast cancer
survivor Julia

Louis-Dreyfus,
who noted that

it makes her
feel empowered

“right now.”

Julia Louis-
Dreyfus

In Oscar de
la Renta.

SNEAK
PEEK!

Bullock (with Vivien
Lyra Blair and Julian
Edwards) was really
blindfolded on-set.
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Moving On
After

Heartbreak
Their relationship flamed out
almost as suddenly as it
began; now Ariana Grande
and Pete Davidson are deal-
ing with the aftermath of
their broken engagement.
Breaking his silence about
the split at an Oct. 20 com-
edy benefit in Los Angeles,
the Saturday Night Live
star—who had moved into a
$16 million New York City
condo purchased by the
singer just four months
ago—joked about his living
situation. “As you could tell,
I don’t want to be here.
There’s a lot going on,” he
said during his comedy set.
“Does anybody have any
open rooms? Looking for a

A Diicult Year
“Emotionally things
have been so up and

down for her this
year. . . . She’s staying
strong,” a friend says
of Grande (right, on

Oct. 21 in N.Y.C.).
Above: Davidson in

N.Y.C. on Oct. 17.
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Scoop

roommate?” Multiple sources con-
firm the comedian, 24, has indeed
vacated Grande’s lavish apartment as
the pop diva, 25, focuses on healing
from a traumatic year. “She threw
herself into the relationship with
Pete,” says a Grande source. “It was
all way too soon.”

While Grande and Davidson’s
courtship moved at breakneck speed—
they dated for just a few weeks before
he proposed in June—the pair did not
set a wedding date. “Ariana
never got to the wedding-
planning stage,” says the
Grande source. “She is
young but at least mature
enough to realize this
wasn’t the right relationship
or the right time to get
married.” Another source adds that
Davidson is “in good spirits,” but
people close to both of them “are
relieved it’s over.”

The day after news of their split
broke, she headed to work on NBC’s
upcoming A Very Wicked Halloween:
Celebrating 15 Years on Broadway
special (airing Oct. 29)—without the
3-carat, $93,000 engagement ring
that she returned to Davidson. “Her
family thinks she should just focus on
work and not stress about other stuf,”

says the Grande
source. She is still
mourning the
death of
ex-boyfriend Mac
Miller after he died
of an apparent overdose
in September, and she
continues to struggle with
PTSD from the 2017 terrorist
attack at her concert in
Manchester, England. On

Oct. 16 she
revealed to fans
she “almost let”
her anxiety “ruin”
her final Wicked
taping.

Despite speculation
their relationship may not

be completely over, insiders say
Grande and Davidson have no plans
to reunite. “They are in contact but
not dating,” says the Grande source.
For now they’re each focused on
their own careers and emotional
health. Wrote the “God Is a
Woman” singer on Instagram
Oct. 22: “Protect your peace, get
rid of toxicity, cleanse your
space, cultivate love.”

—MELODY CHIU with reporting by

Pernilla Cedenheim and Abby Stern

‘I Have MS and I Am OK’
Selma Blair

In an emotional post on Instagram on
Oct. 20 Selma Blair revealed she has been
diagnosed with multiple sclerosis. “I have
#multiplesclerosis,” the Cruel Intentions
actress, 46, wrote. “I am disabled. I fall
sometimes. I drop things. My memory is
foggy. And my left side is asking for

directions from a broken GPS. But we
are doing it. And I laugh and I don’t

know exactly what I will do
precisely but I will do my best.”
Although Blair was diagnosed
on Aug. 16, she said she’s “had
symptoms for years” but

“wasn’t taken seriously” until she
fell down in front of her doctor,

thinking she had a pinched nerve. She
credits actress Elizabeth Berkley with
convincing her to visit a doctor in the first
place—Elizabeth’s neurologist brother
Jason Berkley. On the set of Blair’s new
Netflix show Another Life, costume
designer Allisa Swanson “carefully gets
my legs in my pants, pulls my tops over
my head, buttons my coats and offers her
shoulder to steady myself,” wrote Blair,
who has previously spoken out about
struggles with postpartum depression
and alcoholism. She hopes to lead a full
life with her son Arthur, 7. “I have MS,”
she wrote, “and I am ok.”

—NICOLE SANDS

“I am in the
thick of it, but
I hope to give
some hope to
others,” Blair

said.

The Aftermath
The exes (right, in

August) shared pet
Piggy Smallz

(above), but Grande
retained custody of
the piglet, tweeting

Oct. 8: “She’s an
emotional support

pig I need her.”

Grande was
ringless and
covered her

“Pete” tattoo
with a bandage

at an Oct. 16
Wicked taping.

‘HER FAMILY
THINKS SHE

SHOULD JUST
FOCUS ON WORK
AND NOT STRESS

ABOUT OTHER
STUFF’

—A GRANDE SOURCE
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Scoop

Amy
Schumer

We’re
Having a

Baby!

Emma Watson
& Brendan Wallace
The British actress, 28, was

photographed vacationing in
Cabo San Lucas, Mexico,

with her new businessman
beau—a 37-year-old venture-

capital CEO—whom she
smooched over lunch on
Oct. 13. The Harry Potter

alum was last linked to Glee
actor Chord Overstreet.

Sean ‘Diddy’ Combs
& Cassie Ventura

A source confirms the hip-hop mogul, 49, and
the singer, 32, quietly broke up months ago.

“The decision was amicable, and they remain
friends,” the source says of the pair, who went

public with their relationship in 2012.

N E W  C O U P L E

Lady Gaga
& Christian Carino

After months of buzz the singer and
A Star Is Born actress, 32, confirmed
she is engaged to the talent agent,
50, when she thanked “my fiancé”

at Elle’s Women in Hollywood
event Oct. 15 in Los Angeles. They

were first linked in 2017.

E N G A G E D

HEART

A CHE
LATE

RO

ECKUP ON THE
ST CELEBRITY
OMANCES

S P L I T

Amy Schumer shut down pregnancy rumors around the
time of her surprise wedding to chef Chris Fischer in
February, but now they have some happy news to share.
On Oct. 22 the comedian, 37, posted a photo on social
media of her and Fischer’s faces edited onto the bodies of
the expectant Meghan Markle and Prince Harry.
Then she announced, “I’m pregnant”—slipping it into a
list of her recommended congressional and gubernatorial
candidates that political reporter Jessica Yellin shared on
Instagram. The actress, who wed Fischer, 38, on a Malibu
beach after a few months of dating, quipped to the Los
Angeles Times: “Chris and I are thrilled and almost positive
he’s the father. I look forward to competing with Markle
every step of the way.” —CHRISTINA DUGAN

November 5, 2018  PEOPLE22

C
LO

C
K

W
IS

E
 F

R
O

M
 T

O
P

 L
E

F
T

: G
E

T
T

Y
 IM

A
G

E
S

; H
E

M
/B

A
C

K
G

R
ID

; IN
V

IS
IO

N
/A

P
/R

E
X

/
S

H
U

T
T

E
R

S
T

O
C

K
; E

R
IC

 C
H

A
R

B
O

N
N

E
A

U
/R

E
X

/S
H

U
T

T
E

R
S

T
O

C
K



© 2018 P&G

Leading Bladder Leak Pad

*

Always Discreet is made dif erently. 
The super absorbent core turns liquid to gel,

for drier protection that’s a lot less bulky

*Always Discreet 4, 5, and 6 drop pads vs. the equivalent Leading Brand pads.

.*
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Ellen Pompeo:
Battling Sexist Backlash

“My husband
[Chris Ivery,
above] is not

intimidated by my
drive,” says

Pompeo. Bottom:
Pompeo on

Grey’s Anatomy.

The actress, 48, has played
Dr. Meredith Grey on Grey’s
Anatomy for more than 13 years, a
role that now earns her an annual $20
million—and a ton of scrutiny. At the
Marie Claire Power Trip, a women’s

empowerment conference, the
mom of three talked with People

about the show and her future.
Were you surprised by
the backlash you received
when your paycheck

went public?
Women are not used to

talking about their salaries.
Ballplayers, CEOs, any man in

tech, they can brag about what
they’re worth. But it’s not polite for
women to do that. We’re supposed
to be shy. That is just ridiculous.
How did you react when fans
blamed your salary for the
departures of Sarah Drew and
Jessica Capshaw at the end of
season 14?
So many women on social media
wrote to me and said, “They got
fired so you could get a raise.” I’m
not surprised by anything that men

say, but for women to blame me?
I was completely shocked. We
need to stick together and support
each other, not attack each other.
Are you still friends with
Sarah and Jessica?
Of course. Working on Grey’s
is an intense, emotional experience,
but actors come and go. It’s our
business.
What do you think when people
say Grey’s Anatomy can survive
without you?
That’s hilarious to me. People still
can’t give me any credit for being
the lead of the show? The title is
my character’s name! What about
supporting me for not being an
egomaniac and not chasing
trophies and recognition? I stick
to the work and try to stay
dedicated to my commitment.
Nobody talks about that.
Do you see an end for the show?
We’ll know when it’s time. People
are still watching. It’s incredible.
At the same time, I am very restless
to get out there and do something
else. —SHARON KANTER

Sc

Behind the Scenes of
Hocus Pocus
Kathy Najimy, who starred alongside Bette Midle
Sarah Jessica Parker in Hocus Pocus, says she’s am
beloved the Halloween favorite has become since
1993 to disappointing reviews. But reflecting on t
“difficult” six-month shoot (involving animals, pr
of child actors and flying on brooms), Najimy mo
remembers being starstruck. Long before Hocus
“I was a huge Bette Midler fan,” says Najimy, 61,
appears on Veep and is behind the new Off-Broa
play Gloria: A Life (about feminist icon Steinem)
TV series about the women’s movement. On the
day of filming, “Bette started humming [her hit 1
single] ‘Do You Want to Dance?’ Sarah and I just
each other’s hands and held our breath.” —JESS C

r

o
s

Najimy and her
Hocus Pocus

costars (inset)
reunited for a

25th-anniversary
special on
Freeform.
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H O T  C O C O A  
C H E E S E C A K E  M I N I S

Prep Time: 20 min. | Total Time: 3 hours 53 min. | Makes: 12 servings

10 OREO Cookies, finely crushed

1 Tbsp. butter, melted

2 pkg. (8 oz. each) PHILADELPHIA Cream Cheese, softened

1/2 cup plus 1 tsp. sugar, divided

1/4 cup plus 1/2 tsp. unsweetened cocoa powder, divided

2 eggs

2 oz. BAKER'S Semi-Sweet Chocolate

3/4 cup whipping cream

1/2 cup JET-PUFFED Miniature Marshmallows

WHAT YOU NEED

(incl. refrigerating)

HEAT oven to 325°F.

COMBINE cookie crumbs and butter; press onto bottoms of 12 paper-lined 

muffin cups. Bake 8 min. 

BEAT cream cheese, 1/2 cup sugar and 1/4 cup cocoa powder in medium 

bowl with mixer until blended. Add eggs, 1 at a time, mixing on low speed 

after each just until blended. Spoon over crusts.

BAKE 22 to 25 min. or until centers are almost set. Cool completely. 

Refrigerate 2 hours. 

MEANWHILE, cover baking sheet with parchment. Melt semi-sweet 

chocolate as directed on package; spoon into resealable plastic bag. 

Cut small piece off one bottom corner of bag; use to squeeze chocolate 

into 12 shapes on prepared baking sheet to resemble cup handles as 

shown in photo. Freeze until ready to use.

REMOVE liners from cheesecakes. Beat cream and remaining sugar in 

separate medium bowl with mixer on high speed until soft peaks form; 

spoon onto cheesecakes. Sprinkle with remaining cocoa powder; top with 

marshmallows. Gently press chocolate handle into side of each cheesecake.

Special Extra: 

For the adults at your party, blend 1/4 cup BAILEYS Original Irish Cream 

Liqueur into the cream cheese mixture before adding the eggs if desired.

Please use alcohol responsibly.

 

MAKE IT



Scoop

Double-height
ceilings and
tall windows

make for
a sunlit

living room.

A ship-themed
bedroom.

The master bath
features double
sinks, a soaking

tub and a
steam shower.

MARISKAHARGITAY&PETERHERMANN’S
COLORFULMANHATTANTOWNHOUSE
The Law & Order: Special Victims Unit actress, 54, and Younger actor, 51—
married 14 years with three kids—have put their massive Upper West Side
townhouse on the market. The six-story, nearly 7,000-sq.-ft. home has six
bedrooms and eight bathrooms, as well as two rooftop terraces.

 on sale for
$10.75

MILLION

OPEN
HOUSE

elle Monáe on Music,
ovies and Coming Out

Your Dirty Computer album
arned rave reviews. Was it
asy returning to music after
arring in hit films?
en I was filming Moonlight and
Figures, I was working on the

putting together the visuals.
ro-women “Pynk” video?
me to my shows re-creating the
ts! I’m excited about Halloween.
ut as pansexual in April.
he response been like?

beautiful. I always hoped that by

sharing my story people will feel more
comfortable walking in their truth.
Tessa Thompson plays your love
interest in multiple videos. Why her?
Tessa is an exceptional actress, first of all. To
have her on the Dirty Computer project as my
friend and someone I respect as a black
woman in this industry was a dream.
And soon you’ll work together again on
Disney’s live-action Lady and the Tramp!
I’m super-excited! I grew up watching it.
I can’t wait to meet my little dog.

—JANINE RUBENSTEIN

Y
ea
ea

sta
Whe

Hidden F
album and p
Like your pr
Fans have co
“vagina” pan
You came o
What has t

It’s been b

Monáe, 32,
will voice Peg
(previously

played by Peggy
Lee) in Lady and

the Tramp.

The couple bought
the home in 2012 for

$10.7 million.

Yellow cabinets
brighten up the

kitchen.
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Her two-year reign as Queen
Elizabeth II in The Crown earned
her an Emmy, but this fall Claire
Foy, 34, hits theaters in two
strikingly different roles—as
Neil Armstrong’s wife, Janet,
in First Man opposite Ryan
Gosling and as vigilante hacker
Lisbeth Salander in The Girl in
the Spider’s Web, a sequel to
The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo.
These characters are a world
away from Queen Elizabeth—
was that intentional?
No, I don’t feel defined by playing
Elizabeth, although it’s a huge
honor that people liked that
character and see me as that.
Being British, when did you
learn about Neil Armstrong
and the first moon walk?
I don’t remember a particular
time. You just grow up knowing
that it happened.
Janet Armstrong was an
American Midwesterner—

h h b h

and the approach to events in your
life is very, very different. She and
Neil were so similar in that way.
They weren’t going to share the
details of their lives with the world.
How did you like playing
Lisbeth Salander?
I loved the physical stuff. I had to
physically train. I’d never done it
before, and that has changed my
life. Obviously I’m aware now that
I have muscles that do things,
which I didn’t know before.
Did you have to learn to
ride a motorcycle?
No! There wouldn’t be any point.
I mean, that would take me
about three years, and there are
experienced, amazing
motorcycle riders out there.
You haven’t taken a break
since The Crown—are you
feeling overwhelmed?
It’s quite tiring, but it’s great.
My job is not my life, and it
never has been. I love it, and
d t know what I’d do

ut it, but I have a child
hter Ivy Rose, 3, with
nd Stephen

pbell Moore, from
she separated this
so real life is very

—MARY GREEN AND

GUGLIELMI

Claire Foy Life
After The Crown

‘THAT PEOPLE
STILL LIKE THE
CROWN AND

APPRECIATE IT
IS VERY, VERY

TOUCHING’

Royal to Rebel
1. In September Foy
won a Lead Actress

Emmy for The Crown.
2. She calls Ryan

Gosling “a dream”
to work with in First

Man, out now.
3. To play Salander in

Spider’s Web (out
Nov. 9), “I threw

myself in the deep
end,” she says.

that must have been a change
of pace for you.
That kind of geographical thing
was actually much more important

than I’d
previously
thought. The
vav lues and the
waw y of life

I don’t
withou
[daug
husba
Camp
whom
year],
vivid. —

JODI G

1

2

3

IN
S

E
T

S 
F

R
O

M
 L

E
F

T
: N

E
T

F
L

IX
; D

A
N

IE
L

 M
C

F
A

D
D

E
N

/U
N

IV
E

R
S

A
L

 S
T

U
D

IO
S

; R
E

IN
E

R
 B

A
JO

/S
O

N
Y

 P
IC

T
U

R
E

S

Photograph by JAKE CHESSUM 27 PEOPLE  November 5, 2018



Join Us Behind 
the Curtain

Interact with editors, try new products, go to exclusive 
events and receive special ofers from our sponsors.

peopleinsiders.com/join

ADVERTISEMENT
©

 2
0

1
8

 T
IM

E
 I
N

C
. 
P

E
O

P
L

E
 I
S
 A

 R
E

G
IS

T
E

R
E

D
 T

R
A

D
E

M
A

R
K

 O
F

 T
IM

E
 I
N

C
.

INSIDERS



A 2-year-old chef with
his own cooking show

SOUTH BEND, I ND.

Aconventionof goldenretrievers!
HUNT INGTON BEACH , CAL I F.

Move over, Guy Fieri—there’s a new cook in
the kitchen. Two-year-old Roman Belville—
who “specializes” in sprinkle cookies, cake and
pizza—has Internet fans eating out of his
little hands with his monthly YouTube cooking
videos, called Roman’s Cooking Corner.
“He’s just a natural at it!” says his mom,
Ayla Belville, 30, who stumbled onto his
hidden talent when she decided to include him
in one of her own weekly videos. “He loves
being in the kitchen with me. He was like, ‘Hey,
guys! We’re baking cake!’ ” His next video is
due out on Halloween, featuring Roman in full
costume and (no doubt) sampling his recipe
for treats. Adds Belville: “My husband can’t
make a peanut butter and jelly sandwich,
but I have no doubt Roman’s going to be an
experienced cook!”

The Golden State lived up to its name
on Oct. 14, when 681 golden retrievers
and their owners gathered at a
Huntington Beach park for the second
annual Goldie Palooza. The event,
organized by the SoCal Golden
Retriever Buddies club, included
costume contests and a kissing booth,

with benefits going to animal-rescue
groups locally and in Puerto Rico
(goldiepalooza.com/rescues). “It
brings the community together,” says
organizer Sophie Meagher, 45, who
brought her goldie Hugo. “Everybody’s
excited. They’re already talking about
next year!”

Stories
toMake

YouSmile!

Roman
loves

sampling
his own
recipes.

She’s just a month old, but a baby western lowland gorilla at Jacksonville Zoo
and Gardens has already stolen hearts around the country. Born on Sept. 28,
the 4.8-lb. unnamed baby girl has been winning fans on the zoo’s Facebook
page as photos and videos show her learning to walk and making silly faces.

“She has so much personality,” says zoo spokeswoman JJ Vitale. Because her
mother, Kumbuka, has had some trouble developing maternal skills,

zookeepers have been caring for the baby themselves but hope to reunite the
pair soon. In the meantime, says Vitale, “our little girl is doing beautifully.”

By Char Adams and Jason Duaine Hahn

Ababygorillamakesthe
Internetsay,‘Awww’

JACK SONV I L L E , F LA .

Goldens from around the country
turned up for the festival.

“I never expected it to be this big
a deal,” says Meagher.

“There’s just
something
about her,”

says the zoo’s
Vitale. “She’s an
adorable baby.”  
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Erin Slaver
and Chris
Carmack

Happy
Birthday!

Matthew
McConaughey, 49

Nov. 4, 1969
Kendall Jenner, 23

Nov. 3, 1995
Bethenny Frankel, 48

Nov. 3, 1970

The World Food Programme helps
feed children around the world,
including in Cambodia (right).

Michael Kors
The fashion designer, 59, helps
raise funds to end world hunger
I love the immediate change you see in someone when
they wear something that makes them feel like their best
self. Food is similar: When you get food in the hands of those
who need it and educate people about nutrition, you see results. That’s why I love working
with the United Nations’ World Food Programme, which fights hunger through emer-
gency relief, humanitarian support, food assistance and more. I raise awareness and funds
through my company’s campaign Watch Hunger Stop. Every year we launch a product to
support WFP’s School Meals initiative, which feeds hungry children around the world.
This year it’s a $40 T-shirt (at michaelkors.com), and for each one we sell, we will donate

100 meals. Then I sit with the nonprofit’s team to figure out which
regions of the world need the meals most, from Cambodia to Nica-
ragua and beyond. So far, we’ve contributed over 17 million meals in
60 countries. It’s thrilling, but we’ve got to
keep going. The goal is zero hunger.

—REPORTED BY SHARON KANTER

Why
ICare

PERSONAL STORIES
ABOUT GIVING

BACK

For more information,
go to wfp.org

Babies
Luke Cage actor Mike Colter,
42, and his wife, Iva, a Netflix
executive, announced on
Oct. 21 they have welcomed
a baby girl, who joins big
sister Naiella, 3.•Shameless
star Jeremy Allen White and
actress Addison Timlin, both
27, welcomed their first
child, a girl named Ezer
Billie, on Oct. 20.•Ghosted
actress Amber Stevens West,
32, gave birth to her first
child, daughter Ava Laverne,
on Oct. 7, with her husband,
actor Andrew J. West, 34.

Health
American Horror Story
creator Ryan Murphy, 52,
revealed on Oct. 22 that his
younger son, Ford, 4, with
his husband David Miller,
was diagnosed with cancer
two years ago. “Ford has
undergone a huge surgery
and several diicult
procedures,” Murphy
wrote on Instagram.
“He just celebrated his
fourth birthday . . . and is
doing so well because of
Children’s Hospital
Los Angeles.” Murphy
announced he and Miller
will donate $10 million
to the hospital, “so that
other children can
experience the love and
care of this exceptional
facility.”

Wedding
Nashville and Grey’s
Anatomy star Chris
Carmack, 37, and his
longtime girlfriend Erin
Slaver wed on Oct. 19
in Nolensville, Tenn.

Retiring
Carroll Spinney, 84,
the puppeteer who
has played Big Bird
in some 4,400
episodes of Sesame
Street, is retiring
after nearly
50 years on the
show. Since he
joined the show in
1969, Spinney has
also voiced Oscar the
Grouch. “How fortunate
for me that I got to play
the two best Muppets?”
he said. “Playing Big Bird is one of the most joyous

things of my life.”

Deaths
Diana Sowle, 88, who
played golden ticket-
winner Charlie Bucket’s
mom in the 1971 Willy
Wonka & the Chocolate
Factory movie, died on
Oct. 19.•Gilberto
Benetton, 77, cofounder
of the Benetton fashion
brand, died on Oct. 22.

By Jessica Fecteau

31 PEOPLE  November 5, 2018

Iva and
Mike Colter
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NOMINEES AND PERFORMERS AT CMAAWARDS.COM

#CMAawards
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®

HOSTED BY:

BRAD PAISLEY &

CARRIE UNDERWOOD



N E T F L I X | House of Cards
Robin Wright goes it alone in the Oval OfficeR

D R A M A When life gives you lemons, sure, go ahead
and make lemonade. But the strain of all that
squeezing will probably show. A few weeks after
ABC’s Roseanne was rebooted as The Conners—
guess who died of an opioid overdose?—House
returns Kevin Spacey-free. With the actor facing
multiple allegations of sexual misconduct, his char-
acter, former President Francis Underwood, has
been declared dead, although the closest
we come to seeing his corpse are two
hands folded peacefully in a casket.
And even that’s a photo, being looked at
with minimal curiosity and less-than-
keening sorrow by the current Com-
mander in Chief: none other than Claire

(Robin Wright), the widow Underwood. Claire her-
self isn’t sure about the cause of death. She suspects
it’s all connected to the Shepherd siblings, Bill and
Annette (Greg Kinnear and Diane Lane), a power-
hungry pair who make most one-percenters look
poor. ButClaire, playedby Wright with a convincing
taut steeliness, has her own ethical lapses to worry
about. As Annette puts it, “She can’t decide if she’s

Lady Macbeth or Macbeth,” overlooking
the fact that nowadays a politician can be
both. The opening episodes still have
many enjoyable twists plus some nice
acting (especially by Lane, funny, confi-
dent, slightly arch). Which isn’t bad for a
lame duck. (Launches Nov. 2)
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‘Wright’s
performance

has a
convincing
steeliness’

Dead President:
Spacey is gone

from the sixth and
final season.
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Zeeko Zaki
The Egyptian-

born actor stars
in CBS’s new

series FBI.

Tell us about
your childhood—

you grew up in
Philadelphia.
I moved to the
United States
when I was a

month old and
spoke Arabic until

kindergarten.
The only Arab

community in my
area was my family
and my extended
family. We had a
nice little bubble.

As a kid, did you
ever dream about

working in law
enforcement?

I always had this
idea that maybe
one day I would
be able to talk
wn a terrorist in
abic and being
Arab could help
ave the day.

u’ve lost 100
s. since 2001.
w did you stay

motivated?
With the belief

hat if I could
t to my fullest
otential with

ody and mind,
hen success
ould present
elf. Karma and
d work pay off.

ODI GUGLIELMI

Q&A

M U S I C | Robyn, Honey
P O P The Swedish electro-pop

auteur’s first album in nearly a
decade ofers up a straightforward
synth banger (“Missing U”) before

swerving into heavier—but no
less brilliant—strains of dance pop

(“Baby Forgive Me,” “Between
the Lines”) that’ll make your sub-

woofers quake (Oct 26)

T V | Crikey! It’s the Irwins
A family that provides comfort to all creatures

R E A L I T Y More than a decade has passed since world-famous conservationist and TV
personality Steve Irwin died—he was stabbed in the heart by a stingray—but the Irwin
family continues his wildlife advocacy with the same celebratory energy and passion.
Irwin’s wife, Terri, and children Bindi and Robert star in this larky new show, which

focuses on their huge zoo and animal hospital in Queensland, Australia. In the
premiere we spend time with a blind Sumatran tiger and a rather surly mama koala.

Don’t ever expect koalas to be in the mood for hugs, warns Bindi. Their bite is “like teeth
going through butter.” Let’s all join in: Crikey! (Animal Planet, Oct. 28, 8 p.m.)

M O V I E | Maria by Callas
D O C U M E N T A R Y Maria Callas, lately elevated to

the pantheon of dead singers resurrected via
hologram, was a diva to end all divas. Judging
from this thoroughly besotted film, she con-
sidered every moment of her short life—she

died in 1977 at age 53—the manifestation
of a grandly malevolent destiny. It’s as if she

internalized every role in her repertoire.
What could be more ridiculous? Or more sub-

lime? (In limited release Nov. 2, PG)
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woofers quake. (Oct. 26)

Terri (left),
Bindi and

Robert Irwin.

I always had this

With
costar
Missy

Peregrym.
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Family Organizer

RBG
M O V I E  |  D O C U M E N T A R Y

An entertaining
portrait of liberal

Supreme Court Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg,

who’s been on
the bench since 1993.

Timely—ya think?

BlacKkKlansman
M O V I E  |  C O M E D Y - D R A M A

Spike Lee directed this
true story about a black

cop (John David
Washington) who cooks
up a scheme—scam—to

infiltrate the KKK.
Funny, bold, exciting.

Mamma Mia!
Here We Go Again

M O V I E |  M U S I C A L
Cher sings “Fernando,”

and time stands still.
Never underestimate
the power of an ABBA
classic in the hands of

a pop legend.

DVD + Streaming: New Releases!

M O V I E | Mid90s
A boy and his skateboard accelerate downhill

D R A M A In the course of one memorably awful summer in the 1990s,
13-year-old Stevie (Sunny Suljic) starts to act out: Lonely and shy,

he wins the friendship of a small band of skateboarders by
recklessly trying to out-crazy them—he nearly kills himself with

a rooftop stunt that sends him plummeting, like Icarus with a
waxed board instead of wax wings, and he parties to exhaustion.
The sad, powerful irony here is that the gang, with its rites and

rituals, ofers Stevie a more structured life than he finds at home
with his single mom (Katherine Waterston) and brother (Lucas

Hedges), an abusive, pathetic brute. (In limited release, R)

Starring Suljic
(left) and

Na-Kel Smith,
Mid90s was
written and
directed by
Jonah Hill.
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Supergirl’s
Trans Hero

Nicole
Maines
TV’s newest

superhero is the
transgender

Dreamer, played by
the 21-year-old on

the CW series

Were you
surprised by the

reaction when you
were introduced
at Comic-Con?

all cheering for a
trans superhero—a

trans actor—was
so special. It’s not
long ago that the
reaction would’ve

been different.

Did you feel
pressure with such
a high-profile job?

Absolutely! You
want to exceed

expectations. You
don’t want to just

be a “diversity hire.”

When did your
journey start?

I have a twin brother,
and growing up

I was watching how
comfortable he was.
I didn’t feel the same.

So I went up to my
parents at 3, 4 years
old and asked when

I would get to be a girl.

Are you a
superhero fan?

Of course!
Who isn’t?

—DANA ROSE FALCONE

That they were

Q&A

M O V I E |
Science

Fair
D O C U M E N T A R Y This
delightful film
follows a group

of high schoolers
gunning for top

prize at the Inter-
national Science
and Engineering

Fair. They’re
smart, of course,

but also funny,
unpretentious
and ambitious.
“Time wasted

is existence,” says
the poet. These

young go-getters
beg to difer.

(In theaters, PG)
Available atAvailable at

Maines
(left) and

Melissa
Benoist.

N E T F L I X | Chilling
Adventures of Sabrina

H O R R O R Kiernan Shipka, who was so
unnervingly self-possessed as

Mad Men’s little Sally Draper, puts that
preternatural chill to even better use

here. She’s Sabrina—you know, teenage
witch—who on her upcoming birthday
faces a momentous decision: Will she

renounce her pleasant-enough mortal
existence to learn spells and mingle with

sick-eyed monstrosities who say
things like, “The great work begins, Dark

Lord”? Sabrina could be the new
Supernatural. (Launches Oct. 26)
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Johnson (center)
stars in this remake
of the 1977 Italian

cult classic. It costars
Tilda Swinton (inset).

Parisa
Fitz-Henley

After playing
Meghan Markle,
she’s bewitching

on Midnight, Texas

e Jamaican-born actress, 41,
turns for a second season as
ch Fiji on NBC’s supernatural
drama—after a turn as the
uture Duchess of Sussex in

Lifetime’s Harry & Meghan:
Royal Romance. Do people
ever recognize her from

that hit TV movie? “Never,
ever. The hair makes all

the difference, honestly.”
—BREANNE L. HELDMAN

y

s

Th
ret

witc
d

fu
L

A

t

P i

one to

watch

With Dylan
Bruce on Texas,

back Oct. 26.

With Murray
Fraser in Harry

& Meghan.
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M O V I E | Suspiria
Tilda Swinton and Dakota Johnson dance shriek to shriek

H O R R O R The teachers at the Helena Markos Dance Company, a grim
establishment a stone’s throw from the Berlin Wall in the 1970s,
immediately spot a rare talent in new student Susie (Johnson).
Being witches, they also plan a satanic pas de deux between her

and a succubus under the floorboards. Apart from one stunningly
nasty scene early on, Suspiria is mostly damp gothic menace,

not much scarier than American Horror Story. But it’s a field day
for the dazzlingly weird Swinton, who plays both Susie’s mentor
and (for no real reason) an old male psychiatrist. She could shell

peas and still seem avant-garde. (In limited release Oct. 26, R)

C B S A L L A C C E S S | Tell Me a Story
D R A M A This new series from Kevin

Williamson (Dawson’s Creek) reworks
classic fairy tales into a modern,

grown-up narrative set in a very jit-
tery New York City. One key plot, for

instance, involves three not-very-little
robbers wearing pig masks. There’s

no magical fantasy here—just the
sense that, in these chaotic times,

we might as well be lost in the woods.
(Launches Oct. 31)

T V | Ray Donovan
D R A M A Fixer Ray Donovan (Liev Schreiber),
who tidies up other people’s messes while
constantly stepping into his own potholes

of misery, has relocated from L.A. to
New York City for season 6. Whatever the

time zone, Schreiber retains his worn,
stony authenticity. He looks like a man
with no hope of winning the Hamilton

ticket lottery. (Oct. 28, 9 p.m.)

Schreiber (left)
and Domenick
Lombardozzi.
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The Best New Books
Becoming Madame Tussaud, an

intergenerational family saga and Busy Philipps’s
candid, engaging memoir Edited by Kim Hubbard

Busy Philipps
This Will Only Hurt a Lit

M E M O I R
Her hilarious candor helped make her an Instagram

superstar, but the Freaks & Geeks and Dawson’s
Creek alum gets even more revealing in this honest,

intimate memoir. From acting and sexism in
Hollywood to her experiences with body shaming to
being BFFs with Michelle Williams, Philipps, whose
late-night talk show Busy Tonight premieres Oct. 28
on E!, doesn’t hesitate to share the valuable lessons

she’s learned in life (sometimes the hard way). She’ll
win you over with her humor and heart.

Edward Carey
Little

N O V E L
Based on the life of

Madame Tussaud, this
extraordinary novel

follows a spunky orphan
girl named Little through
18th-century Paris, where

she learns to make wax
sculptures, encounters the

horrors of the French
Revolution and grows up

to become a household
name. A wonderfully

empathetic and stirring
narrator, Carey conjures

up a tumultuous world
you’ll be sorry to leave.

Jean
Thompson

A Cloud in the
Shape of a Girl

N O V E L
In a midwestern college
town after World War II,
academic Evelyn chafes

at motherhood while her
daughter Laura embraces

it at her own expense.
Both carry secrets, which
ultimately fall to Laura’s

drifty daughter Grace
to unravel. There’s

not a false note in this
powerful, beautifully

crafted exploration of the
trade-ofs in women’s lives.

Photo Book

Edward Keating
Main Street: The Lost
Dream of Route 66

Over 10 years,
photographer Keating

traveled the iconic
highway between
Chicago and L.A.,

capturing America’s
indelible spirit in
black and white.

New in Nonfiction

Anne Lamott
Almost Everything:

Notes on Hope
Part memoir, part
manual and part
sermon from the

church of Lamott,
this satisfying

escape points to
notes of beauty in

our uncertain world.

Reyna Grande
A Dream

Called Home
The emotional
and practical
challenges for

a young immigrant
are on full

display in Grande’s
evocative,

inspiring memoir.

t Eichenwald
ind Unraveled
prizewinning
journalist’s
harrowing
ccount of his
decades of

truggling with
epilepsy turns

out to be
nspiring as well.

CONTRIBUTORS BOOKS Mary Pols, Helen Rogan MUSIC Eric Renner BrownCONTRIBUTORS BO
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Sober and Grateful
Curtis (at home in L.A. with her
collection of slates from her hit

movies and, opposite, in her living
room) has been sober for nearly 20

years. “Once you share the secret in a
safe place with others who also suffer
from the same disease, then you can

begin to heal and grow,” she says.
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B AC K  I N  AC T I O N
I N H A L LOW E E N

T H E  S TA R  O P E N S  U P
A B O U T  H I D I N G  A

1 0 -Y E A R  A D D I C T I O N
TO  PA I N K I L L E R S ,

G E T T I N G  S O B E R  A N D
LOV I N G  H E R  H A P PY,
H E A LT H Y  L I F E  AT  59

B y  J O H N N Y  D O D D
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hard to believe that it’s been 40 years since
mie Lee Curtis—then known only as the
nage daughter of two Hollywood super-
s—made horror history with her very first

vie, the smash hit Halloween. It’s even hard-
or Curtis to fathom her lasting legacy as the
mate scream queen. “I don’t understand why
plelike these movies,” she says with a sly smile.
on’t like being scared! I’m the girl who watch-

movies under a blanket, and I cover my face.”
,her rematch with masked murderer Michael

ers in the new sequel, again titled Halloween,
ved to be a monster hit, topping $77.5 million
stweekend’s box oice and becoming the best-

r opening for a movie with a lead actress over
age of 55. “This,” says Curtis, “is a com-
ely unexpected and astonishing mo-

nt in time for me.”
What makes this moment even

re astonishing is that it nearly
n’t happen. Curtis considers
self lucky to be alive after a dark
ade of Vicodin addiction that

began in the late ’80s. At the time
she struggled in secret—even while
making hits like True Lies and My
Girl. “I was ahead of the curve of the
opiate epidemic,” she says over coffee
and pound cake in the kitchen of the L.A.
home she shares with her husband of 33 years,
actor-director Christopher Guest, 70. “I had a 10-
yearrun,stealing,conniving.Nooneknew.Noone.”

Curtis has now been sober for nearly 20 years,
and recovery is something she works on every day.
Born in Santa Monica in 1958 to Psycho star Janet
Leigh and Some Like It Hot actor Tony Curtis, who
divorced when she was 3, Curtis says addiction has
long plagued her family. Her father abused alco-
hol, cocaine and heroin; her half brother Nicholas
Curtis died from a heroin overdose in 1994. “I’m
breaking the cycle that has basically destroyed the
lives of generations in my family,” says the mother
of Annie, now 31, and Tom, now 22. “Getting sober
remains my single greatest accomplishment . . .
bigger than my husband, bigger than both of my
children and bigger than any work, success, fail-
ure. Anything.”

Curtis’s odyssey with painkillers began in 1989
when she had “minor plastic surgery for my
hereditary pufy eyes,” she says. “I had been work-
ing on a movie, and the cameraman made a com-
ment about my eyes being puffy, and I was
mortified.” After the surgery, she was prescribed
opiates for the first time. “I remember the feeling

of the pills washing over me
and going, ‘This is crazy
great. This is amazing.’ ”
She chased that feeling for
years. “I never did it while
working,” she says. “This
was what I did at cocktail
hour, at the end of the day.
The rush of opiates was like
the feeling of immersing
myself in a warm bath.”

She obtained pills any
way she could, even steal-
ing from friends’ medicine
cabinets. She’s now thank-
ful she rarely got her hands

on a large amount. “Onetime I was able to get a
couple of hundred from a stuntman, but the rest of
the time I was small potatoes,” she says. “I believe
I’d be dead if, prior to my getting sober, these pills
had been available on the Internet.”

There was no “rock-bottom” moment for her.
“I was a very high-bottom dope fiend, meaning I
hadn’t lost many of the things that most people
lose—I had all the fame and the wealth, and my
marriage was intact, and my kids were with me.”
But she knew she was risking all those things, and
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3

Showbiz Royalty
“I barely knew my father,”

says Curtis (as a baby, right,
with older sister Kelly and
parents Janet Leigh and

Tony Curtis in 1960).

Daughter,
Mother, Wife
1. Curtis and her
mother in 1983.

2. Curtis and
Christopher Guest

(in 1989) have
been married 33

years.
3. With son Tom,
daughter Annie,

and Guest
at the Halloween

premiere on
Oct. 17.
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A bestselling
children’s author,

Curtis released
her 12th book,

Me, Myselfie & I:
A Cautionary Tale

(illustrated by Laura
Cornell) last month.
To her, writing comes

easily. “Books flow
out of me free and
quick,” says Curtis,

who has tackled topics
such as adoption, self-
esteem and bravery.

She wrote her latest—
about a cell-phone-
obsessed mom—on

a plane flight.

Her Other
Career

shame involved with it is tremendous,” she says.
“I have worked very hard to remove the shame of
it and just acknowledge I’m human. What makes
recovery so special is that it’s one addict or alco-
holic talking to another. It’s really about letting go
of the secret in a safe way and then finding treat-
ment programs that work for you.” She went to
her first recovery meeting on Feb. 3, 1999, and says
she’s been sober ever since. She told her husband
about her addiction that day. “He was loving, sup-
portive and encouraging—and he was incredulous
that he’d never noticed.”

Having the constant support of her family
has meant everything to Curtis. She’s close with
daughter Annie, a dance teacher, and son Tom,
who works in the video-game industry. Curtis
also remained tight with her mother, who died
of a heart attack in 2004. (Her father, who had a
more distant relationship with her, died of heart
failure in 2010.) Her mother—a horror icon herself
thanks to Psycho—“used to say to me, ‘I hope you
get to do some screwball comedies,’” says Curtis,
noting that Leigh was supportive of her acting ca-
reer but didn’t want her to do only horror films.
“When True Lies came out, my parents were
thrilled. That was physical comedy.”

Curtis was just 19 when the original Halloween
made her a movie star. She was paid only $8,000
and given $200 for her wardrobe: “I went to J.C.
Penney.” (The movie, made for $325,000, earned
$47 million.) In 1984 she saw a picture of Guest,
then starring in the rock mockumentary Spi-

“I’m not going to pretend it didn’t have an efect
on my kids,” she says. “What it does is build a
warm, fuzzy wall between you and your people. It
insulates you into yourself. It slowed me down. It
was subtle. I’d often go cuddle with my boy and fall
asleep in his room, then hours later Chris would
come and wake me.”

The first to find out about her addiction was her
sister Kelly, now 62, who stayed with Curtis for a
few months around summer 1998. Kelly had been
prescribed painkillers for a rib injury, “and I knew
she had them in her suitcase in our guest room
closet,” says Curtis, starting to cry at the memory.
“I basically took all her opiates. When she was
leaving I knew she would pack her suitcase and
find her pills missing. I knew I had to acknowledge
to her what I had done, and so I wrote her a note
and left it on her suitcase. I came home that day,
and she put her arms around me and told me she
loved me and she was concerned about me and she
was unwilling to watch me kill myself.”

Soon after that Curtis read an article in Esquire
by writer Tom Chiarella titled “Vicodin, My Vi-
codin.” “I was very lucky that someone had the
courage to write about their own addiction,” she
says. “He was the first person who made me go,
‘Oh, you hide them in the toe of your cowboy boot
too? Me too.’ His acknowledgment of his addiction
made me feel safe enough to try and get of them.”
It also enabled her to tell her loved ones. “The

Happy Homebody
She’s a fan of low-key nights

and early bedtimes. “I’m
actually a quiet person,”
says Curtis (with her dog

Runi on her patio).



nal Tap, in Rolling Stone and told a friend, “I’m
going to marry that man.” She gave his agent her
number and persuaded him to go out with her,
and they wed six months later. “The smart-aleck
part of Jamie would say the secret to a long mar-
riage is you don’t leave,” she says. “Of course
there are times that are diicult”—especially long
separations for work. “I have great respect for
him—he is really smart and funny and kind,
and this is my family, these are my people. I know
they love me.”

When her children were younger, she struggled
to balance her family life with her career. “What
I remember from working
on A Fish Called Wanda was
crying every single day,” ad-
mits Curtis, who was dis-
traught over leaving her
then 6-month-old daughter
at home. “One of the hardest
things I’ve had to reconcile
in my life was being a work-
ing mother. Any mother
who leaves their infant in
the care of someone else to
go and do their work feels
what I felt. I sufered for it.” In an efort to spend
more time with her family while still paying the
bills, Curtis began branching out. “I’m, as they say,
‘Open for business,’” she says. She has written 12
well-received children’s books and appeared in
high-profile commercials from Hertz ads with
O.J. Simpson in 1988 to Activia yogurt: “Commer-

i l ll d o be the mom I wanted to be.”
ues to go to meetings—to main-
and to help others. “In recovery

who brings up opiates, the en-
rn and look at me, because I’ll
talk to me. I’m the opiate girl.’”

e feels, is something we all could
re here to relate to each other,”
uman. We’re all trying to figure
us.”•

cials allowed me to
She also continu

tain her sobriety a
meetings, anyone
tire room will tur
be like, ‘Oh, here, t
That empathy, she
use more of. “We’r
she says. “We’re h

this out—all of u

TrueLies
Director James Cameron told

Curtis he wrote the action hit with her and
Arnold Schwarzenegger in mind.

G E T T I N G H E L P
F O R O P I O I D A D D I C T I O N

If you or someone you
love is dealing with addiction,

the federal Substance
Abuse and Mental Health

Services Administration’s website
(samhsa.gov) and helpline

(1-800-662-HELP) provide
information and referrals to

treatment programs.

Halloween
Then & Now

“It’s very stylish and
beautifully shot,” says

Curtis (with Judy Greer
in the new Halloween

sequel and, inset, in the
1978 original). “It was

completely reminiscent of
the first one.”

AFishCalleed
Wanda

Curtis starredd
opposite Johnn

Cleese in the 1988
caper, earning a

Golden Globe nood
for Best Actress.

Freaky
Friday

She swapped
bodies with

Lindsay Lohan
in the 2003

remake.

Trading
Places

She played
prostitute Ophelia
in the 1983 Eddie

Murphy-Dan
Aykroyd comedy.
She says an acting
teacher told her,
“You don’t need

classes. You know
how to pretend to

be somebody else.”

40Years of
Stardom

‘Without
my sobriety

none of
this would

be possible.
It’s made

all the
diference’

—JAMIE LEE
CURTIS
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Taking a Leap
“When a character

is right, I’m as free as
a bird,” Curtis (in her
office) says of acting.

“That freedom is what
I want in everything.”



A S S H E R O U N D S
T H E C O R N E R

I N T O  H E R  S E C O N D
T R I M E S T E R ,  T H E

M O M -T O - B E  J O I N S
H U S B A N D  P R I N C E

H A R R Y  F O R  A N
E P I C  T O U R

D O W N  U N D E R

B y S IMON PERRY

Meghan
 Takes
Her
 Bump

on the
 Road!
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The first overseas tour by Prince Harry and Meghan
Markle had been planned months ahead to overlap with
Harry’s annual Invictus Games for wounded warriors. But
like many in the crowd of onlookers in Sydney on Oct. 20,
Harry, 34, had something else on his mind when he oicially
kicked of the games. “We have been so happy to be able to
celebrate the personal joy of our newest addition with you
all,” he proudly told the crowd of the news that the couple are
expecting their first baby in the spring. Amid heaps of well
wishes and gifts at every turn, Meghan, 37, admitted to some
restless nights in her second trimester. “Meghan agreed that
pregnancy was like having jet lag,” fan Charlotte Connell told
reporters on Oct. 18. “She said she was up at 4:30 this morn-
ing doing yoga in her room, as she couldn’t sleep.”

Hopping among various scenic backdrops—beach, har-
bor, farm, forest and more—the couple highlighted various
issues while impressing those they met along the way. “They
have an aura about them,” says Hunter Johnson, CEO of the
Man Cave in Melbourne, which supports young men’s men-
tal health. “In conversation with us they bounced of each
other easily and were both exceptionally generous.”

And exceptionally excited about their next chapter. During
a cycling event at Invictus on Oct. 21, a fan shouted out that
she hoped their baby is a girl. “So do I!” replied Harry. “They
are just gorgeous, and you can just tell the love between
them is palpable,” says Gwen Cherne, who met Harry in
Sydney. “It is fairy-tale-esque, really.”

With reporting by Michael Crooks and Louise Talbot

Royal
Mom-to-Be

Meghan (in Sydney
on Oct. 19) told a
fan, “We’ve been

given a long list of
[baby] names from

everyone. We’re
going to sit down and
have a look at them!”
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The couple kicked
off their tour with a
welcome reception
hosted by Australia

Governor-General Sir
Peter Cosgrove and
his wife, Lady Lynne

Cosgrove, where they
were presented with a

toy kangaroo and baby
Uggs (bottom). They
also got up close with
two koalas and their
joeys (named Harry
and Meghan!) at the

Taronga Zoo in Sydney.
“It was the duchess’s
first time meeting a
koala, and she was

absolutely blown away,”
says zookeeper

Suzie MacNamara.
“She thought they

were adorable.”

DAY 1
Tuesday, Oct. 16
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Meghan (in a Martin
Grant trench coat

and a navy dress by
Dion Lee) was gifted
a necklace made of
pasta shells from
6-year-old Gavin
Hazelwood, who’d

dressed as a Qantas
pilot and skipped

school to meet her
in Melbourne. “I

did the pasta with
gold paint,” he told

reporters. “Mum
helped me thread
them through the

necklace.” The
duchess proudly

wore it through the
rest of the outing.

DAY 3
Thursday, Oct. 18

On Bondi Beach,
Meghan kicked off her
Castañer espadrilles
(paired with a Martin

Grant maxidress), and
the couple sat down
in an “anti-bad-vibe
circle” with members
of OneWave, which

promotes mental-health
awareness through

surfing. “[Harry] shared
what he’s learned along

the way,” says Sam
Schumacher. Later
Harry climbed the

Sydney Harbour Bridge
to raise the flag and
officially launch the

Invictus Games.

DAY 4
Friday, Oct. 19

Daphne Dunne, 98, a
WWII widow who had met
Harry on several previous

occasions, shared a
moment with his new wife.

“I’ve heard so much
about you,” Meghan told

her as they hugged.
Harry added, “Hopefully

next time we see you, we’ll
have a little one with us!”
At a reception later that
day, Meghan met singer
Missy Higgins and her
baby daughter Luna.
The royal couple were
“quite literally giving of
themselves,” says guest

Gwen Cherne. “There is a
light that comes from them
that you cannot describe.”

DAY 1
(Continued)

Meghan (in a Maison Kitsuné top and blazer from her
friend Serena Williams’s line) sheltered her husband under

surprisingly rainy skies while he gave a speech in the drought-
stricken community of Dubbo. When the mayor offered

his umbrella, Harry replied, “It’s all right. I’ve got my wife!”
They also visited Mountain View, a family farm, where

Meghan brought banana bread—with ginger and chocolate
chips—she had baked the night before in Sydney.

DAY 2
Wednesday, Oct. 17
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DAY 5
Saturday, Oct. 20

DAY 6
Sunday, Oct. 21

DAY 7
Monday, Oct. 22

At Invictus an Aussie athlete asked if Harry would sign his spare
swim trunks—which the royal agreed to do if the cyclist put them

on his head (below). Later, Harry was given his own pair—
which he jokingly wore over his slacks. After taking an unplanned

breather—“Being pregnant takes its toll,” Harry told
well-wishers—Meghan (in a pair of $140 Veja sneakers)

rejoined her husband for a sail on Sydney Harbor.

The couple began with a somber occasion to open a newly
enhanced Anzac memorial, which honors those who

fought and died in the first major battle involving Australian
and New Zealand forces in WWI. Harry, in his Blues

and Royals tropical dress uniform—giving him a striking
similarity to his grandfather, former Royal Navy officer

Prince Philip (inset, ca. 1942)—and Meghan
(in a black wool crepe dress by Emilia Wickstead) laid

a wreath as the memorial was officially reopened.

Before heading to Fiji and
Tonga, the couple spent a day

on Fraser Island, some 800
miles from Sydney. Meghan—
in a daringly high-slit dress by
Reformation—greeted locals
before taking time off while
Harry met with the island’s

Butchulla people. The largest
sand island in the world, it also

holds more than 200,000
acres of rain forest—which

Harry vowed to help protect.
“Without trees we won’t

survive,” he said, adding that
the work “is for our children.”

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP RIGHT: REX/SHUTTERSTOCK; TIM ROOKE/REX/SHUTTERSTOCK; CHRIS JACKSON/GETTY IMAGES;
SHUTTERSTOCK; HISTORIA/REX/SHUTTERSTOCK; TIM ROOKE/REX/SHUTTERSTOCK



W H O K I L L E D T H E
F I R E C H I E F ’ S W I F E ?

S H O C K
& S O R R O W
“She was a

happy person,”
says sister Kim

Watson of
Nanette (above,
with Steve and

his son Justin in
2000).

FATALLY SHOT & SET ON FIRE

More than a year after Nanette Krentel’s body was found in the
charred remains of her home, police are still lookingforakillerwho knew

how to cover up a murder with flames By C H R I S T I N E  P E L I S E K



‘ W H O W O U L D
HAVE A
REASON TO
KILL HER?
S H E WA S S O
W O N D E R F U L .
I T D O E S N ’ T
M A K E S E N S E ’

—FRIEND
LORI RANDO

I N S I D E T H E I R
L I V E S

“She was the
love of my life,”
says Steve (top,
with Nanette in

2007). “I was
enchanted the
moment I met
her.” After two

years as fire chief,
Steve (at the

station) retired
in September.

“This is a perfect
story for social

media trolls,” he
says, “because it
has sex, murder,

the fire chief
whose house

burned down. It’s
frustrating.”

For more on this story, see
Somebody’s Watching, the first

episode in the new season of People
Magazine Investigates, premiering

Monday, Nov. 5, at 10 p.m. ET
on Investigation Discovery.

A
t first it seemed like a cruel joke. Fire
Chief Steve Krentel was on duty on
the afternoon of July 14, 2017, when
he got a frantic call telling him his
house was on fire. Krentel rushed to
the remote Lacombe, La., home he
shared with his wife of 22 years, Na-
nette, but it was too late: Firefighters
discovered the house destroyed and
Nanette’s charred remains in the mas-
ter bedroom, her beloved Chihuahua
Harley lying dead next to her. “I was

in total, complete shock,” says Steve.
And the family’s shock only grew. A week lat-

er, just as the funeral service for the 49-year-old
former preschool teacher was ending, family
members were stunned by a news alert from
authorities revealing the results from the coro-
ner’s report: Nanette had no soot in her lungs;
she had died from a gunshot wound to the head.
“I knew from the moment I’d heard she’d died
in a fire,” says Nanette’s father, Dan Watson,
“it was murder.”

But after almost a year and a half—and despite
hundreds of tips, surveillance video and an on-
going open investigation—questions about who
killed Nanette and why remain frustratingly un-
answered. The premiere episode of season 3 of
People Magazine Investigates dives further into
the theories, suspects and evidence in the case. “I
am still in a complete state of shock,” says Steve,
50. “I know nothing more today than the day I
found out she was shot.” Police have ruled out
suicide, but they have so far been unable to de-
termine much else about Nanette’s death—even
whether or not the fire-damaged handgun found
near her body was the murder weapon.

On the morning of the murder, Steve says, Na-
nette put out his clothes, made him a peanut but-
ter sandwich and, along with Harley, walked him
to his truck around 7:45 a.m. Surveillance footage
from a local fast-food restaurant seems to show
Nanette’s car and a woman who looks like her
picking up food later that morning, and her cell-
phone activity syncs up with that trip. “It wasn’t
any diferent than any other day,” says Steve.

But Nanette’s family and friends say things
between the couple weren’t as perfect as they
appeared. Steve was having an afair with a co-
worker, and Nanette was considering ending her
marriage, according to her family. “She was going
to throw him out,” insists Watson. Steve—who
has passed a polygraph test and who police say is
currently not a suspect in the murder, as he was
17 miles away at the fire station at the time of the
fire—insists his wife knew about the afair, and

the couple had worked through it. “I am not tell-
ing you she liked it, but she was aware of it,” Steve
says. “It was selfish and ignorant on my part.”

Those close to Nanette say she was terrified of
her husband’s brother Brian, 48, an ex-convict who
had recently been released from prison. But police
ruled him out after security video placed him at his
mother’s house on the day of the murder. Author-
ities also investigated 24-year-old Justin Krentel,
Steve’s son from a previous marriage, who Nanette
had claimed owned multiple guns. “We did investi-
gate his whereabouts, and he was out of state,” says
St. Tammany Parish Sherif Randy Smith.

Meanwhile friends and family are still haunted
by the brutal death of a woman they remember as
warm, funny and bright. “I need somebody to be
accountable for this and start paying their time,”
says Nanette’s friend Lori Rando. “It wasn’t just
shooting her, it was shooting her and burning her
to a crisp. It is just unfathomable to me that a per-
son can do this.”•
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Destiny’s 
Child’s

Michelle
Williams

My SECRET    
BATTLE with
DEPRESSION  
              

After a devastating bout of depression,
the singer opens up about finding happiness

again with fiancé Chad Johnson
     By M E L O D Y  C H I U

Photographs by ANAIS & DAX



en the happiest time of her life.
years of praying to God for true

Williams wept as she accepted a
Chad Johnson, a pastor she had met

spiritual retreat in Arizona. “It was
er wanted,” she says. But as the for-
Child singer began planning her
r wedding, issues she thought she
years ago clawed at her happiness.
hnson slipped a 5-carat diamond
nger, Williams privately called of
nt; three months later she drove
pital and then checked into a men-

y to seek treatment for severe de-
relationship was a blessing, but it

unds I wasn’t necessarily healed
from,” says Williams, 38. “I knew I needed help.”

One of four children raised by mom Anita, a
nurse, and dad Dennis, a factory worker, in Rock-
ford, Ill., Williams (born Tenitra Michelle Williams)
says she first battled depression at 13 years old. Her
struggle with mental health was exacerbated during
the height of her fame with Destiny’s Child in her
20s. After joining the hit R&B group in 2000, she
was performing to sold-out crowds and racking up
awards alongside her “sisters” Beyoncé and Kelly
Rowland, both 37, but all the while grappling with
suicidal thoughts. The group split in 2005, and Wil-
liams went on to a solo career in gospel music, but
the pain didn’t cease, and she decided to get help at
last.“We’retaught,‘Justgotochurchandprayabout
it,’ ” Williams said after first seeking treatment in
2013. “Well, in the meantime, I believe doctors,
therapists . . . that’s your healing. Depression is not
okay, but it is okay to go get help.”

When a new wave of depression hit this past
spring, Williams felt pushed to the brink. With
familiar feelings of hopelessness settling in, Wil-
liams brushed aside her pain to focus on Destiny’s
Child’s highly anticipated reunion at Coachella in
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After the Storm
Following treatment

for depression,
“I’m in a great

place. I have a great
tribe,” says Williams

(with Beyoncé
and Rowland at

Coachella in April).
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life—and Johnson’s devotion. “I
didn’t feel worthy, and that came
from stuf in my childhood,” she
says. Trauma from past relation-
ships also played a part. “I’ve had
to fight so much,” she says.
“Fight to have a place, fight for
you to see me, fight for you to
love me, fight for you to be faith-
ful. I actually have a good man
now, and I didn’t know how to
process a good thing.”

In the midst of her despair, “I
hadlostweight,Iwasfeelingmis-
erable. I really wanted to fly
home, but I was so weak that I
couldn’t,”shesays.Followingher
brief hospitalization, Williams
checked into a treatment facility
but left shortly after her ordeal
made news. “I hate that I even
had to make that announce-
ment,” she says of the heartfelt
post she wrote in July on social
media that revealed she was
seekingtreatment.Throughitall,
Johnson stood by her despite
Williams urging him to leave her
once and for all. “I would’ve
understood,”shesays.“He’sbeen
praying for a wife. He didn’t pray
foradepressedwife.”Despitethe
turmoil he felt, Johnson refused.
“She’sinthehospitalliterallytell-
ing me, ‘You can go,’ ” he recalls.
“It was a very climactic moment
inourjourney.”Heoftenreceived

thebruntofheranger.“Someofthethingssaidand
done were very hurtful,” he says, “but I was like, ‘I
don’t even want to talk about what happened. Get
well and we can work on us later.’”

Since Williams left treatment nearly three months
ago, the couple have rebuilt their relationship
through intense premarital counseling, which is
documented in their new OWN reality series
Chad Loves Michelle (airing Saturdays at 9 p.m. ET
starting Nov. 3). There are also no more secrets
between them. “I should’ve spoken up earlier,”
says Williams, who was too ashamed to reveal her
struggles to Johnson. “I had been doing mental
health speeches, feeling like a hypocrite, and then
a few months later I’m in the hospital.” Johnson
insists all he ever wanted was the truth. “I only
knew she had gone through a depressive moment

April. “The entire year we were rehearsing every
day for hours,” she says of their grueling schedule.
“I was burying it, and before you knew it, I was
looking up out of the pit like, ‘Oh my God.’ ” Days
after performing at the annual music festival
during Beyoncé’s headlining set, Williams broke
of her engagement. “I was shocked,” says John-
son, 41, who previously worked as the team chap-
lain for the Pittsburgh Steelers. “I picked up
everything to move to L.A. for her, and not long
after she pulled the plug.”

The couple quietly worked on their issues for
the next three months, but Williams abruptly
broke up with Johnson again in July and headed
to the hospital hours later. “I’d been there before
in that darkness, so I was like, ‘You better go.’ I was
so angry,” she says. “I had five or six days there, and
thank God for it. It was sobering.” Though she
wasn’t suicidal this time, Williams questioned

‘We did
not know

if we were
going to

make
it down

the aisle’
—MICHELLE

WILLIAMS

Then and Now
“Growing up, I didn’t
see healthy conflict

resolution,” says
Williams (above,

ca. 1985 and, below,
in 2005). “Therapy
is teaching me how

to not bring that into
my relationship.”

Soul Sisters
“We wanted to be

pregnant at the
same time and have
our tour buses with

bassinets in it,”
says Williams (with

Rowland and
Beyoncé in 2000).
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in life. I didn’t know this was part of her life now,”
he says. “We’ve vowed to make sure there isn’t any
shame. That won’t be in the driver’s seat ever
again.” Though her time in treatment was short,
Williams—who is continuing outpatient therapy—
learned she’s not alone. “I don’t call anyone ‘crazy’
anymore,” she says. “There were people in that
hospital that are just like all of us.”

With her ring back on, Williams credits “time,
healing and honest conversation” for getting her
back on the road to her wedding day. That, and her
fiancé’s love. “He even plucks my chin hairs for
me!” she says laughing. Living apart and waiting
for marriage to consummate the relationship, the
couple are eager to build a family. “We gotta figure
this out quick! To be honest, I was tired of being
the only one without children,” she says of friends
like Beyoncé and Rowland. But for Williams, a
wedding isn’t what matters most. “It’s not just
about marrying Chad,” she says. “I finally found
someone to do life with.”•

Surprise
Proposal

Johnson popped the
question in Pebble

Beach, Calif., on
March 21, one year

after the couple first
met, with a 5-carat
stunner. “She was

flipping out,” says the
pastor, who had been

depositing $150 every
month into a “ring

account” since he was
30. After the wedding,

“I can’t wait for
babies! I want a whole

basketball team!”

Meant to Be
“We mutually

agreed we have to
work this out. We
love each other,”

says Williams
about fighting for

their love.



RARE
PHOTOS!

A Shy Beauty
“I think my dad’s charm

won her over,” says
Orlando’s son Jim Suero

of Jackie (with JFK before
a dinner party, left, and

outside the couple’s
Georgetown home). “She
didn’t feel she was pretty

enough for close-ups.”
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The Kennedys
BeforeCamelot

‘They are
the only

picturesI’ve 
ever seen of
me where

I don’t
look like

something
out of a

horror movie’
—JACKIE KENNEDY,
IN A 1954 NOTE TO
ORLANDO SUERO

ByLIZMcNEIL

ONCE THEY WERE YOUNG NEWLYWEDS BUILDING A BRIGHT FUTURE
         TOGETHER. NOW A BOOK BY PHOTOGRAPHER ORLANDO SUERO REVEALS
   JFK AND JACKIE KENNEDY BEFORE FAME AND TRAGEDY MADE THEM ICONS
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T
hings didn’t get of to a good start,” says photog-
rapher Orlando Suero, 93, of the day in 1954
when he arrived at the Georgetown home of
newlyweds Sen. John F. Kennedy, then 37, and
hisyoungwife,Jacqueline,25,foraphotoshoot.

“JFK was a regular guy,” he says. “The only thing he said was,
‘Don’t make me look ridiculous.’” And Jackie, he adds, “didn’t
feel comfortable being photographed. She was very shy.” Still,
Suero spent five days with the pair, even playing football with
JFK and his brother Bobby. When his pictures appeared in
McCall’s magazine, Suero received a thank-you note from the
future First Lady. “If I’d realized what a wonderful photogra-
pher you were, I never would have been the jittery subject I
was,” she wrote. Suero went on to photograph some of Holly-
wood’smostglamorousstars,includingRobertRedford,Natalie
WoodandSharonTate,nowfeaturedinthenewbookOrlando
Photography. “I didn’t retouch,” says Suero of his intimate
shots. “I wasn’t trying to make them into someone else.”•

Celebrity photographer
Suero (at right with

Brigitte Bardot dressed as
Charlie Chaplin in 1965)
began taking pictures at
age 14 with a used Kodak

camera. “He was quite
the charmer,” says his
son Jim. “You can see
the connection to his

subjects in his photos.”
The native New Yorker’s

latest book of stars during
Hollywood’s golden era

(including Tony Randall,
above) is out now.

Who is Orlando Suero?

Future President 
JFK (above, with Jackie
and Ethel Kennedy, left)
told Suero, “We’re either

going to be friends or we’re
not. And I feel like we’re

going to be friends.” Right:
Jackie prepares for a party.

Jackie at
home in 1954.
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FEARFUL THAT THEIR DAUGHTER WAS LOSING HER
BATTLE WITH CANCER, JIM AND JACLYN VON HARZ

TOOK A RISK—AND TURNED TO MEDICAL MARIJUANA
By JOHNNYDODD

I
t was July 2014, and Jaclyn von Harz and
her husband, Jim, knew their 3-year-old
daughterCeciliadidn’thavemuchtime—or
fight—leftinhertinybody.Ceciliahadbeen
diagnosed with kidney cancer more than a

year earlier and had already undergone surgery to
remove a 2-lb. tumor from her right kidney, as well
asmonthsofgruelingchemotherapy. “Shewasjust
so emaciated,” recalls Jim, 37, a Los Angeles fire-
fighter. “She’d lost all her hair, lost all her weight.
There just wasn’t much of her left.” But now the
cancerhadreturned,spreadingthroughouthertiny
right lung, and doctors told the family that Cecilia
neededevenmoreaggressivechemotherapytosur-
vive. “If you don’t do the chemotherapy, she’ll die,”
Jaclyn recalls a specialist telling them.

Thankfully Cecilia survived, but only after her

November 5, 2018 PEOPLE58

‘Cannabis
Saved Our
Daughter’

Photographs by CHLOE AFTEL



parents took the biggest risk of their lives—opting
against more chemo and instead turning to an al-
ternative therapy with a drug that has been off
limits to doctors and researchers for the past
80 years: marijuana. “When your child is sick,”
says Jaclyn, 35, “you get this instinctual feeling. I
didn’t know that this would work, but I knew the
other alternative would lead to death.”

The von Harzes’ agonizing medical journey—
along with that taken by several other families
desperate to keep their children alive while bat-
tling cancer—is chronicled in Weed the People, a
new documentary produced by former talk show
host Ricki Lake, focusing on medical marijuana
and its use in pediatric cancer. “This isn’t fringe
science anymore,” says Los Angeles pediatrician
Dr. Bonni Goldstein, an expert in cannabinoid

therapy who worked with the von Harz family.
“Studies have shown that cannabis can help kill
cancer, in conjunction with chemotherapy, and
also help fight the side effects of chemo.” Adds
Lake: “This is a human rights issue, and everyone
should have access to this plant if they need it.”

But even as many in the medical community
have grown open to marijuana’s use as a cancer
therapy, it remains illegal, even for medical use, in
19 states. The federal government has designated
marijuana as a Schedule 1 drug, meaning one with
high potential for abuse. And the American Med-
ical Association, while acknowledging anecdotal
evidence of the drug’s efficacy with cancer pa-
tients, insists there is still a need for “scientifically
valid and well-controlled clinical trials . . . to assess
the safety and efectiveness” of cannabis in medi-
cal uses. Adds Dr. Susan Storch, a recently retired
pediatric-oncologist at Kaiser in Los Angeles, “Be-
cause it has not been tested and because one does
not know how it interacts with other medications
used in cancer treatment, many physicians are re-
luctant to recommend it. For the most part,” she
adds, “I think most physicians in academic centers
would like to see clinical trials.”

Cecilia’s parents first turned to medical marijuana
following her initial surgery in April 2013, after
Jaclyn’s uncle told them he’d been using it to help
ease the symptoms of his lymphoma. After con-
ferring with Cecilia’s doctors, the von Harzes, who
live in San Juan Capistrano, Calif., began giving
their daughter tiny doses of THC and CBD oils—
compounds extracted from the cannabis plant —to
ease the debilitating efects of chemotherapy. “The

Happy and
Healthy

“Not a week goes
by,” says Jaclyn (with

Cecilia and Jim on
Oct. 18), “without

some parent reaching
out to ask about

what we did.”

The
“Medicine” in

Marijuana
Marijuana (or
cannabis) is

made up of at
least 65 chemical

compounds, or
cannabinoids.
The two best-

known are THC
(tetrahydro-

cannabinol), which
is responsible
for the “high”

marijuana users
report, and CBD

(cannabidiol),
which some
studies have

shown can reduce
inflammation.
“These com-

pounds interact
with the cells in
our brain and
body,” says
Dr. Bonni

Goldstein, an
L.A. pediatrician
who specializes
in working with

medical marijuana.
“THC and CBD
seem to cause
cancer cells to

commit suicide,
while leaving
non-cancer
cells alone.”

Staying Alive
“We just didn’t
know how she
was going to

survive,” says
Jim of Cecilia

(in February 2014).
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‘We were
scared to

death, but
this was
our only

chance to
save our

daughter’
—JACLYN
VON HARZ

doctors and nurses were amazed,” says Jaclyn.
“She would sleep through her chemo.”

CeciliafinishedchemotherapytreatmentinOcto-
ber 2013, and for the next four months appeared to
be healthy—until she suddenly started struggling to
breathe and tests revealed numerous tumors in her
rightlung.“Shewasextremelysick,”saysJim.“Oneof
her lungs was filled with blood, which collapsed and
infected the other lung.” Her oncologist prescribed
eight days of radiation therapy, followed by a stron-
gerformofchemo—aneight-weekregimenthatsoon
wreaked havoc on Cecilia’s already-weakened body
and threatened to permanently damage her liver.
ThatwaswhenthevonHarzesoptedtostoptheche-
motherapyandinstead,workingwithDr.Goldstein,
startCeciliaonhigherdoses—400mgaday—ofboth
theTHCandCBDoils.

The decision proved stressful—and exorbitantly
expensive, since their health insurance wouldn’t
cover the $1,500 to $3,000 monthly cost of the oils.
And while their oncologist said she understood
their decision and ofered to work with them, they
also feared someone would notify child protective
services, claiming that they were endangering Ce-
cilia’s life by discontinuing her chemo. “We were
scared to death,” says Jaclyn, “but this was our one
andonlychancetosaveourdaughter.”Threetimes

a day the couple would give Cecilia a dose of the
two oils—rubbing it on the bottom of her gums or
placing it on a piece of butter that she would eat.
Jim says the only side efects they noticed were
that she would “sleep a lot, be hungry and happy,
all things that we needed her to be doing.”

Three months later, in October 2014, they began
to see results. Scans revealed Cecilia’s tumors had
either disappeared or greatly shrunk in size. And
while they can’t say she’s cancer-free, she’s show-
ing no signs or symptoms of the cancer. “We’ll nev-
er know if it was the cannabis or the chemo or the
combination of the two,” says Dr. Goldstein.

In the four years since, the cancer has shown no
signs of returning—even as Cecilia continues to
take a smaller dose of each oil (about 50 mg) ev-
ery day after school. “We plan on giving it to her,”
says Jim, “until she’s mature enough to decide for
herself whether she wants to keep taking it.” In the
meantime, understanding exactly what caused
theirdaughter’shealinghastakenabackseattothe
joyous fact that 7-year-old Cecilia is now energetic
andhealthy—andthey’recommittedtodoingevery-
thing they can to keep her that way. “You can’t put
a price on a human life,” says Jim. “I was willing to
break any rule, sacrifice my own life and my career
forCecilia—andI’ddoitallagaininaheartbeat.”•

A Daily
Dose

“Cannabis has
truly been a

blessing for us,”
says Jaclyn,

giving Cecilia
her afternoon
drops of THC
and CBD oils

on Oct. 13.
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“The 52nd Annual 
CMA Awards”
Don’t miss Country Music’s Biggest 
Night! Watch the CMA Awards live 
Wednesday, November 14 at 8|7c 
on ABC. See superstar performances 
you will never forget!
CMAawards.com

Experience a New Level 
of Access
Interact with editors. Try new 
products. Go to exclusive events.
Receive special offers from our
sponsors. peopleinsiders.com/join

INSIDERS

Your Ticket to All Things 
Entertainment

Fortify Probiotics 
Fortify probiotics deliver billions more 
active cultures than leading brands 
to provide supercharged support to 
your digestive and immune health. 
fortifyprobiotics.com

Say Hello to Lightbox
Lab-grown diamonds in pink, white, and 
blue. Impeccably made, delightfully priced
at $200* for a quarter-carat stone.
See us sparkle at LightboxJewelry.com.  

*MSRP: All prices exclude cost of setting, which is required 
with purchase. Diamond weights are not exact, please check 
LightboxJewelry.com/tcw for ranges.

Try TheraTears® EXTRA 
Dry Eye Therapy
Suff ering from dry eyes? 
Try new TheraTears® 
EXTRA dry eye therapy. 
The unique formula 
rehydrates dry eyes, 
protects from 
further irritation and 
supports the natural 
tear pH level for 
extraordinary dry
eye symptom relief.
Visit theratears.com 
for special off ers.

California Walnuts. So Simple. 
So Good.
From starter to entrée to dessert, add 
fl avor, texture and nutritious goodness 
with California walnuts. For simply
delicious recipes, visit walnuts.org.

Nature’s Way® Sambucus 
From the nutrient-rich soil in the Austrian 
hills, our farmers handpick every 
elderberry that goes into Sambucus. 
It’s not just our way, it’s Nature’s Way®.
naturesway.com/sambucus

Kiwi-Strawberry University 
Applications Open
Kiwi-Strawberry University is the perfect 
college experience for anyone who prefers
drinking vitaminwater over learning. Apply
now at kiwi-strawberryuniversity.com. 
We assure you, you will get in.
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D r a g  q u e e n  w i t h o u t  c o m p a r e  a n d  g l o b a l  g l a m a z o n  ex t r a o r d i n a i r e ,

Without
the Wig

“I’m way more
introverted than

people think,” says
RuPaul (in 1979,

inset). “Drag allowed
me to lighten up.
It allowed me to
have more fun.”



me RuPaul felt he’d arrived
, when he started to earn a

y after 11 hard years on the
rgins of show business. He’d
d a dance-club hit, “Super-
Better Work It).” A music

wed—a vital chance, espe-
drag performer, to be seen
t heard by millions. Film-
ral Park, he recalls, “I
ebago trailer, and I

ve made it!’”
e years later the
d star born RuPaul
arles keeps redefining
of success. For one thing
now he’s lost count of
10,000 gowns he owns.
rtantly he’s one of the

country’s reigning TV personali-
ties, as beloved as he is flamboy-
ant.RuPaul’sDragRace, the reality
competition he hosts in gowns and
wigs that salute and parody femi-
nine glamour, is a hit (eight seasons
on Logo; two seasons on VH1). The
show has won nine Emmys—including,
most recently, Best Reality Competi-
tion. Not to mention three trophies for
RuPaul himself. “I’ve lived my life and
career outside, of the grid,” he told Bill-
board not long before his first win, “so to
get the acknowledgment from the estab-
lishment, it feels kind of weird.”

By now it probably shouldn’t. Along
withDrewBarrymoreandFaithHillhe’ll
beajudgeonCBS’supcomingtalentshow
TheWorld’sBest—notindragbutstillnat-
tytothenines.(“It’sveryrareformetogo
schlubby.”)He’salsolandedhisowncom-
edy,AJ and the Queen,on Netflix. “There
have been many diferent levels of mak-
ing it,” he says. “Those ideas of ‘making
it’—getting the Winnebago or getting

my name up in lights—those are the stan-
dards of a child. I’m not a child anymore.”

Child, no. Brand, yes. RuPaul popu-
larized and elevated drag into a main-
stream entertainment that welcomes
all identities and sexual orientations. He
has helped bring us far from the age in
which dressing like the opposite sex was
conflated with homosexuality; when
the best-known “drag” actor was John
Waters’s great leading lady, the aggres-
sively unglamorous Divine. It’s been an
improbable journey. Drag, RuPaul says,
“is so counter to what society wanted
me to do.”

Now, with the publication of a new
book, GuRu, he embraces yet another
role: life coach. Filled with colorful pho-
tos of, well, RuPaul, GuRu is conscious-
ness-raising (“Drag is the highest form
of being, of showing our best selves to
the world”) as well as practical: A

three-quarter profile is the best angle
for a good photo. (Take note, Insta-

grammers!) His goal, RuPaul says,
is “to teach each reader how to use
your own GPS, your own innate
guidance system.” Just please keep
in mind that, for now, RuPaul is
the instructor. “Look, I’m not the

greatest actor,” he recently told The
Guardian. “I’mnotthegreatestsing-

er.I’mnotthegreatestdragqueen.. . .
My gift has been having the clarity to

heartheuniverse’sstagedirections
and to take advantage of that.”

A high school dropout, he
grew up in San Diego with

his mother and three
sisters (his parents

divorced when he
was 7). Obsessed

w i t h p l a y i n g
dress-up from
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happy, look fabulous—tips fromGuRu

p p
opportunity to wear
a fancy outfit, even
if you’re the only one
who appreciates it.

• Never underestimate
the value of a smoky
eye.

• Avoid dumb people.
Do not try to educate
them or try to prove
how superior you are
to them. Just smile and
stay away from them.

• If you really want to
throw bitches off their
game, arrive early.

• Always wear high

heels, because flats
are for quitters. If you
can’t wear heels your
best bet is a pair of
slide-in mules [with]
an expandable vinyl
strap at the low vamp.

• If you stay ready, you
ain’t got to get ready.

• Catching a cold is
your body’s way of
saying, Bitch, you need
to sit yo’ ass down.

• Use rubber gloves to
put on fake tan.

• Having money and
fame only enhances
what you already are.

If you’re an asshole
before you make
money or get famous,
you’ll be an even
bigger asshole after.

• I like to press the
proverbial Google
Earth button from
time to time to change
my perspective.
Drag reminds us the
divisions we create to
make sense of what is
real and not real are
but our own superficial
illusions. Get out of
the habit of trying to
make sense of it all.
Practice just being.

the age of 5—“My sister told me t
me out of my parents’ clothes”
“The kids in the neighborhood w
sissy.’ I’m like, ‘Oh, okay,’ you kno
this year. “But because I am a sw
ever really came for me in a rea
Still, that’s not the same thing as
He found little of the emotiona
craved from his father, Irving. “H
see me,” RuPaul told Oprah. “H
down.” But his mother, Toni, bac
every unconventional inch of t
also gets credit for the name R
first syllable is for “roux,” a base

He always dreamed of stardo
ing with Diana Ross and Joan Cr
flat-out ignored what he says w
advice anyone gave him: “Go get
Post Oice and get some good b
Yet he didn’t give his breakthrou
performance until age 21. Then
thing fell into place: “Through
was able to find who I really am. P

He never looked back, and
stopped pursuing work that wou
nearer to the spotlight. Search Y
youcanspothimasanextrainth
B-52’s hit “Love Shack.” He playe
selor Mrs. Cummings in The Br

(1995)
in the
drag do
stock (1
a strea
remixe
of TV’s
hosts w
The RuPaul Show in 1997
and finally premiered
Drag Race in 2009.

But there’s a private
RuPaul too. He’s mar-

ried to a rancher, Georges LeBar, whom he met at
a New York City nightclub in 1994. His husband
“couldn’t tell the difference between Jennifer
Hudson and Jennifer Lawrence—or Jennifer Lo-
pez,” RuPaul says. “Actually he could tell you who
Jennifer Lopez is. He’s my favorite person to be
around ever on this planet.”

By now you might be wondering what advice
the guru of GuRu would ofer his younger self. “Al-
ways believe in what your heart tells you to do,” he
says. “You take a lot of chances with it, but I think
it’s your safest bet.”

By Jeff Nelson and Patrick Gomez

From the book GuRu by RuPaul. Copyright © 2018 by RuCo, Inc.
Reprinted by permission of Dey Street Books, an Imprint of HarperCollins Publishers.
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‘ D R A G  I S  T H E
H I G H E S T  F O R M
OF BEING,  OF
S H O W I N G  O U R
BEST SELVES TO
THE WORLD’

—RUPAUL

they couldn’t keep
—he was taunted.

would say, ‘You’re a
ow,” he said earlier
weetheart, no one
ally negative way.”

positive feedback.
al support that he
He could not
He was shut
cked her son
the way. She
RuPaul—the

for gumbo.
om, identify-
rawford, and
as the worst

t a job at the
benefits.”
ugh drag
n every-
h drag I
Period.”
he never
uld lead him

YouTube and
he1989videoofthe

ed guidance coun-
rady Bunch Movie
and was featured
groundbreaking

ocumentary Wig-
1995). He released
m of albums and

es. He became one
s first openly gay

with his VH1 series

The Love of His LLife
He married his partner of

20-plus years, rancher Geeorges
LeBar, in secret in 20117.

“He’s not in the industryy and
doesn’t care,” RuPauul

said last year. The coupple
have a ranch in Wyoming.

Never
aDrag!

RuPaul’s reality hit is always
a blast, but there’s serious business

too. “This show is for the kids
out there who are looking for some

type of guidance,” he has said.

The Champ
“Every project I
start, I honestly
think it’s going
to be the best

thing since
sliced bread,” he
says of Emmy-
winning Drag
Race. “That’s

rarely the case,
but this has

turned out to
be that.”
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When her 3-year-old son Carter came down with a
cough and runny nose in August, Cartersville, Ga.,
mom Cami Abernathy assumed it was just a cold.
Then, about a week later, Carter’s left arm sud-
denly stopped working. “His arm just  hung there,”
says Abernathy, 30. “He couldn’t move his fingers,
wrist or elbow. We thought he’d had a stroke.”

Instead, doctors diagnosed Carter with
acute flaccid myelitis (AFM)—
a rare polio-like condition that afects
the nerves in the spinal cord, causing
muscles and reflexes in the body to
weaken. Says Abernathy: “We were
scared.”

Even more frightening is that the
Abernathys are not alone. A recent
spike in the number of reported
AFM cases prompted the Centers
for Disease Control to hold a telecon-
ference last week in which they reas-
sured parents that the disease is still
extremely rare but also urged physi-
cians to report cases quickly, “so we
can get samples to test for possible causes,” says
Dr. Nancy Messonnier, the director of the CDC’s
National Center for Immunization and Respi-
ratory Diseases. So far this year at least 62 cases
of the mysterious illness have been confirmed,

more than 90 percent of them in chil-
dren, but experts have found no factor
linking all the cases. “I’m frustrated,”
says Messonnier. “I understand what
it’s like to be scared for your child.”

While Carter has regained some
use of his arm through therapy, other
AFM patients sufer long-term paraly-
sis; one child died in 2017. Minus clear
answers, the CDC is urging parents
to stay up to date on their children’s
immunizations, make sure they wash
their hands regularly, use insect

repellent and seek medical care for any sud-
den muscle weakness in the arms or legs. Says
Abernathy: “I hope [they] figure out where this
is coming from and stop it before other children
become paralyzed.” —CHAR ADAMS

HEALTH OFFICIALS SCRAMBLE TO
FIND A CAUSE—AND A CURE—AS THE
NUMBER OF CASES OF ACUTE FLACCID
MYELITIS CONTINUES TO GROW

A Mystery
Disease
Paralyzing
Children

‘We don’t
know who

may be
at higher
risk for

developing
AFM or the

reasons
why they

may be’
—THE CDC’S
DR. NANCY

MESSONNIER

Frightening
Diagnosis

Carter Abernathy
(right), 3, and Quinton

Hill, 7, are among
the confirmed cases

of AFM.

health

22
Number of U.S.

states with
confirmed cases

of AFM

4
Average age of
an AFM patient

BY THE
NUMBERS

386
Number of

confirmed cases
of AFM since

the CDC began
tracking in 2014
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When Gail Simmons moved to
New York City from her hometown of
Toronto for culinary school in 1999,
having a family wasn’t top of mind. “I
came on a mission to become an expert
infood,”saysSimmons,42,whotrained
in the kitchen of the iconic restaurant
Le Cirque 2000 before working in
magazines and eventually landing her
role as a judge on Top Chef in 2006. “I
knew I had to diferentiate myself from
all the other people who wanted to be
food critics, so that was my focus.”

After marrying Jeremy Abrams,
41, in 2008, Simmons didn’t feel an
immediate urge to start a family.
Abrams had recently started his own
music business, and Simmons was still
adjusting to the success of the Bravo
competition show. “I never anticipated
being on television, and that became so
consuming and took a lot of hard work,

At home with

Celebrity
3 culinary stars throw open their doors to share their

secrets, struggles—and favorite fall recipes

68

gail simmons

my foodie
family
of 4

Photographs by ANDREW HETHERINGTON



Simmons at
home in Brooklyn

with husband
Jeremy Abrams

and children Dahlia
and Kole.

‘People will

recognize

me and stop

me on the

street,

which is

fun—but

for me it’s

always been

about the

food first’

—GAIL SIMMONS



11⁄4 lbs. ground lamb
1 large egg

1⁄ 3 cup chopped
pitted kalamata
olives

1⁄4 cup plain
bread crumbs

3 oz. feta cheese,
crumbled, divided

1⁄4 cup chopped fresh
dill, divided

4 tsp. finely
chopped fresh
oregano, divided

21⁄ 2 tsp. lemon zest,
divided

21⁄4 tsp. kosher salt,
divided

1⁄ 2 tsp. black pepper,
divided

2 Tbsp. olive oil,
divided

11⁄ 2 cups chopped
yellow onion (from
1largeonion)

2 tsp. finely
chopped garlic
(2 cloves)

1 (28-oz.) can
crushed tomatoes

2 dried bay leaves
3 Tbsp. water

11⁄ 2 cups uncooked
dried orzo pasta

1. Combine lamb, egg,
olives, bread crumbs,
1⁄ 3 cup feta, 2 teaspoons
dill, 1 tablespoon oregano,
1⁄ 2 teaspoon zest, 1 tea-
spoon salt and 1⁄4 tea-
spoon pepper in a large
bowl. Gently work
together mixture with
your hands until
combined; shape into
20 balls, each about
11⁄ 2 inches in diameter.
2. Heat 1 tablespoon oil
in a wide heavy pot with

lid over medium high. In
2 batches, cook meatballs
in hotoil, turningoccasion-
ally until browned,
about 6 to 8 minutes.
Transfer to a plate lined
with paper towels.
3. Add onion to pot, and
cook, stirring occasionally,
until beginning to soften,
3 to 4 minutes. Add
garlic, andcook,stirring
occasionally,until softened
and fragrant, about
2 minutes more. Stir in
tomatoes, bay leaves,
water and remaining
1 teaspoon oregano.
Bring to a simmer over
medium high; cover and
reduce heat to medium.
Cook until sauce is
slightly thickened,
about 15 minutes.
4. Remove bay leaves
from sauce, and discard.
Stir in 1 teaspoon salt and
5 teaspoons dill; add
meatballs. Reduce heat to
low; cover and gently
simmer until meatballs
are cooked through, 12 to
15 minutes, stirring once
halfway through.
5. Meanwhile, cook orzo
in a large pot of boiling
water until al dente, about
8 minutes; drain and
transfer to a large bowl.
Add remaining 1 table-
spoon oil and 1⁄4 teaspoon
each salt and pepper.
6. Divide orzo among
serving plates. Top with
meatballs and sauce.
Sprinkle with remaining
feta, dill and zest.
Serves: 4
Active time: 35 minutes
Total time: 50 minutes

energy, time and travel,” she says. “I didn’t want to
succumb to the pressure of, ‘Oh, I’m supposed to
have a kid now,’ when we financially and mentally
wanted to do other things.” But when the couple
decided they were ready, they discovered the road
to parenthood wasn’t as smooth as they’d imag-
ined. “The old-fashioned way wasn’t working,”
she says. “It was tough because I always knew
I wanted a child. I was taught that if you work
hard, you can get what you want. That’s not the
case with making babies sometimes.” After four
yearsoftrying,Simmonsgavebirthtotheirdaugh-
ter Dahlia, now 4, in 2013, and welcomed son Kole,
5 months, in May. Both were conceived through
in vitro fertilization.

“There are a lot of advantages to being an
older parent,” she says. “I think it comes with
more mental stability. We’ve continued to travel
andhaveourcareers,and
when we threw kids in
the mix, we were calmer
and more prepared than
we would have been
when we were young.”

Her family, she says,
has helped her stay
focused as her career
has taken of: Simmons

Gail Simmons’

Greek-Style lamb

Meatballs with Orzo

PA L AT E  P L E A S E R
“The combination of

olives and lemon gives
a salty brightness

that complements the
richness of the lamb,”

says Simmons.
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‘I’m often

traveling

for weeks

at a time,

so Jeremy

is really

the on-

duty dad’

—GAIL SIMMONS

“She’s always been
a warm, nurturing

person, but
motherhood has

brought out those
qualities even more,”

says Abrams.
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released her first cookbook, Bringing
It Home, in 2017; continues her role as
special projects director for Food & Wine
magazine, a title she’s held since 2004; and
is now on her 13th year of Top Chef (the
new season premieres Dec. 6).

When she is on the road filming, her
fellow judges Tom Colicchio and Padma Lakshmi
have become her second family. “I would equate
our relationship with that of siblings,” she says.
“We’ve been through so much together. We’ve all
had children, there have been marriages, divorces,
deaths and illnesses. But no matter what, we sit at
that table and we have a real conversation about
food because that’s what bonds us all.”

Simmons brings that culinary passion back
to her family’s apartment in Brooklyn, where
she finds balance in the kitchen. “It’s hard to be
healthy when you’re filming on location for six
weeks, so when I’m home, I try to find easy, fresh
food to cook,” she says. But she doesn’t obsess over
counting fat and calories. “When I’m of duty, I
definitely think about eating more healthfully,
but it’s not like I detox. Some people say, ‘Don’t

talk about religion or politics
at the table,’ but my two things
are diets and workouts. I don’t
want to hear about it.”

While Simmons has had some
of the world’s most famous chefs
cook meals for her, she says it’s

sometimes the simplest foods she craves
the most. “Right after I had Kole, one of
our friends came over with a basic tur-
key sandwich with lettuce and mustard
on whole-wheat bread, and it was the
best gift I was given after childbirth,” she
says. “It made me so happy. That’s the
stuf that keeps me going.”—SHAY SPENCE

how the

TOP CHEF

judges eat

Ever wonder how Simmons
(above, with Tom Colicchio)

and the judges consume
so much food at once?

“What you don’t see is that
each chef is staggered in

50-minute increments, so
they’re not all cooking at

the same time,”
she says. “We usually shoot

midday, but I’ll still start
with a healthy breakfast.

We film for hours, so when
we wrap, we’ll usually have

a drink and a small bite
at the hotel.”

“Everything we
need is in walking

distance,” Simmons
says of her Brooklyn

neighborhood.
“I love not having

a car.”
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‘I was so excited

to have a daughter,

and it’s amazing

seeing her

personality grow’

—GAIL SIMMONS
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Ordinary 
Eggs?

Not in this 
house. 

© 2018 Kraft Foods 

Break out the best fl avor for your family’s breakfast with
new Kraft Expertly Paired Cheddar and Swiss made for eggs.



wants everyone to know that he’s
. It’s been four years since the for-
od Network’s Down Home with the
rced from his wife and costar, Gina
as never spoken about the split in
ow. “At the time, I was hurting. I

was devastated. And I didn’t have the words to
explain it,” says Pat, 54, who ran his family’s now-
closed Neely’s Bar-B-Que restaurants starting
when he was 23. “It was a challenging time, but
it’s a chapter that has long passed me.” Both sides
agree that after they’d been together more than
20 years, it was Gina who “wanted out of the
marriage,” as Pat puts it, but that’s where their
agreements end. Gina, 53, told People in March
that the bubbly, afectionate relationship they dis-
played on TV actually “wasn’t healthy or happy.”
Pat has fonder memories. “I truly had a blast,” he
says of filming 11 seasons of one of the network’s

top-rated shows out of their Tennessee kitchen.
“One of the things that I’ll always cherish about
Down Home with the Neelys was that I had an op-
portunity to get on television every day and invite
people into our home. And I was able to share that
with my high school sweetheart, a woman I truly
loved, and to be me. I never had to act.” Though
he says he believed they would grow old togeth-
er, Pat accepted Gina’s surprise request to sepa-
rate. “She made a decision that she wasn’t happy,
and I respected that,” says Pat, who helped raise
daughters Shelbi, 23, and Spenser, 29, with Gina.
“I didn’t give her a hard time,” adds Pat, who talks
to his daughters on the phone every week. Their
divorce litigation took only six hours, he says,
and when it was over, it was the fans he thought
of most: “I was so concerned that we had let them
down, because I know they adored us together.”

Pat—who is returning to the restaurant busi-

pat neely

happiness
after
heartbreak
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Pat Neely at
home in

LaGrange, Ga.,
with his son

Eijah.

‘No one’s

life is

perfect.

What makes

life so

great is

how you

handle the

challenges’

—PAT NEELY

Photographs by ALLISON MICHAEL ORENSTEIN
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Pat Neely’s

Beer-Can

Chicken

2 Tbsp. smoked paprika
2 Tbsp. kosher salt
2 Tbsp. onion powder
1 Tbsp. cayenne pepper
1 Tbsp. ground cumin
2 tsp. dried thyme
2 tsp. dried oregano
2 tsp. black pepper
2 tsp. garlic powder
2 cups hickory wood chips
1 (4-lb.) whole chicken,

giblets removed
2 Tbsp. vegetable oil
1 (12-oz.) can pilsner beer

1⁄ 2 cup barbecue sauce

1. Stir paprika, salt, onion
powder, cayenne, cumin,
thyme, oregano, black pepper
and garlic powder in a bowl.
2. Soak wood chips in water for
30 minutes; drain. Light
charcoal chimney starter filled
with briquettes. When
briquettes are covered with
gray ash, pour them on bottom
grate of grill, and push to 1 side
of grill. Scatter chips over hot
coals, and heat grill to medium
(300° to 350°).
3. Pat chicken dry with paper
towels. Rub oil over skin and
into cavity. Sprinkle 3
tablespoons rub mixture over
chicken and into cavity.
4. Pour out one-fourth of the
beer. Place chicken upright
onto beer can, fitting can into
cavity. Pull legs forward to form
a tripod, allowing chicken to
stand upright.
5. Place chicken and can onto
grill over side without coals.
Grill, covered, 1 hour and 15
minutes. Transfer chicken and
can to rack directly over hot
coals. Brush with barbecue
sauce and grill, uncovered, until
thermometer inserted in
thickest portions registers 165°,
15 to 25 more minutes. Remove
from grill. Cover with foil; let
rest 10 minutes before carving.
Serves: 4
Active time: 20 minutes
Total time: 1 hour, 40 minutes

ness as a culinary consul-
tant for the Atlanta-based
franchise This Is It! BBQ
& Seafood—took the next year to dive back
into work. “I thought that I would never
get married again,” he says. But life threw
him another curveball. While appearing as
a celebrity chef on the Tom Joyner cruise
in 2015, Pat met Tamika Parks, a registered
nurse-anesthetist. “I guess you could say
it was love at first sight,” he says. “Tamika
took me of guard.”

“What attracted me to him was his in-
tegrity,” says Tamika, 39. “He’s a man of his
word. Everything that he ever said to me,
he has done.” Pat proposed on Christmas
Eve 2016, and the pair tied the knot on Oct.
7, 2017, at their home outside Atlanta. “She
and I have a lot in common,” says Pat. “For
one, we love family and we love chil-
dren.” Adds Tamika: “I like to eat
and he likes to cook, so it works.”

Pat considers Eijah, 5, Ta-
mika’s son from a previous
relationship, his own child. “I
don’t believe in stepchildren,”
he says. “The only steps in this
house are the ones that go up-
stairs and downstairs.” The couple

expanded their family when
they welcomed a daugh-
ter, Eriel, 4 months, in July.

Whether he’s changing diapers or teaching
Eijah how to grill on their patio, Pat nev-
er takes any of it for granted. “You come to
appreciate when life is really good,” he says.
Though he kept their relationship private to
allow Tamika “a chance to warm up” to his
life in the public eye, Pat can’t keep his joy to
himself any longer. “I run across a lot of peo-
ple, men in particular, who are going through
what I went through four years ago,” he says.
“I know it looks bleak now, but I tell them,
‘You just never know what wonderful things
are in store for you.’ ” —ANA CALDERONE
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‘To me true

success is

having a loving

family and

someone to

share it with’

—PAT NEELY

anded their family when

“I walk around
here singing!”
says Pat (with

wife Tamika and
children Eriel

and Eijah).

B A C K YA R D
W E D D I N G

In 2017 the couple got
married at their home

in Georgia, surrounded
by 25 close friends and

family members.
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Country music star Martina
McBride has always felt at home in the
kitchen. Growing up in Kansas, Mc-
Bride, 52, watched as her mother would
cook dinner from scratch for their fam-
ily of six. “We sat around the supper
table every night no matter what,” she
says. “We lived miles from civilization
out in the country, so eating out was a
very rare thing .”

She didn’t realize it at the time, but
those dinners would play an important
role in her adult life. “The consistency
of my mom and grandmother cooking
was the biggest influence on me,” says
McBride, whose Food Network show
Martina’s Table premieres Nov. 18.
“When I moved out on my own, I felt it
was important to keep doing that.”

Life on the road also opened
McBride’s palate to new flavors and in-
gredients. “There were a lot of things I
never tasted until I started traveling,”

martina mCbride

finding
comfort
in the
kitchen

78

‘sharing

recipes

is like

sharing

a new

album

with the

world’

—MARTINA
MCBRIDE

McBride
at home in

Nashville with
her husband,

John.

Photographs by MELANIE ACEVEDO
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she says. “We didn’t have access to fresh seafood
growing up in the Midwest, so I didn’t eat it until
I was an adult.”

She took that love of food to heart when she
started her own family with husband John, 60,
a sound engineer she met back in Wichita. The
couple have been married for 30 years and have
three daughters: Delaney, 23, Emma, 20, and Ava,
13. Her two older children live in Los Angeles,
which makes McBride cherish moments when
everyone gathers at their home in Nashville. “It’s
a lot of hanging out in the kitchen,” says McBride,
who will tour this fall with her new album It’s the
Holiday Season. Even Christmas is low-key: “It’s
all about making the house cozy and cooking a lot.
We eat, watch movies and play games.”

Her new cookbook Martina’s Kitchen Mix (on
sale Oct. 30) reflects that casual lifestyle. “I have
never been to culinary school. I am just a home
cook,” she says. “The book shows the way I’ve
grown as a cook and includes more vegetables,
fish and healthier things”—with “decadent com-
fort food” peppered throughout. With a schedule
that often takes her away from home, it’s food that
keeps her connected. “It’s a way I can take care of
everyone,” she says. “I’m nurturing my friends and
family.” —STEPHANIE EMMA PFEFFER

Martina MCBride’s

Cheddar &

Bacon Biscuits

21⁄ 2 cups all-purpose flour,
plus more for work surface

1⁄4 cup granulated sugar
1 Tbsp. baking powder
1 tsp. kosher salt
6 Tbsp. (3 oz.) cold unsalted

butter, cubed
4 oz. sharp cheddar cheese,

shredded (about 1 cup)
6 hickory-smoked bacon slices,

cooked and finely chopped
1 large egg
1 cup whole buttermilk

1. Preheat oven to 450˚. Line a baking
sheet with parchment paper (or lightly coat
with vegetable oil). Whisk flour, sugar,
baking powder and salt in a large bowl. Cut
in butter using a pastry cutter (or using
2 knives) until butter resembles size of peas.
Stir in cheese and bacon. Whisk together
egg and buttermilk in a small bowl. Add to
flour mixture; stir until just incorporated.
2. Turn dough out onto a lightly floured
surface. Roll dough to 3⁄4-inch thickness.
Cut into rounds using a 3-inch round cookie
cutter. Place dough rounds on prepared
baking sheet (spaced 2 inches apart). Reroll
dough scraps; cut rounds, and add to
baking sheet. Bake biscuits in oven until
golden brown, 12 to 14 minutes.
Serves: 6
Active time: 20 minutes
Total time: 35 minutes
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‘I do the

cooking, and

John helps

me clean up.

His job is

just to enjoy

the food’

—MARTINA MCBRIDE

“Adding bacon
to the biscuits

was actually John’s
idea—it made

them even more
delicious!” says

McBride.

H A P P Y AT H O M E
“When I’m on the road,
I miss slow dishes that

braise for hours and
make your whole house

smell great,” says
McBride (with dog Mae).
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Hillshire farm® turkey 

 is slow roasted for hours. 

And devoured in seconds.

At Hillshire Farm®, right after we carve our deliciously seasoned turkey, we double seal 

every slice for freshness. Which leads to the best Turkey, Arugula & Tomato sandwich 

you’ve ever tasted. Visit HillshireFarm.com for more sandwich inspiration.



SARAH
JESSICA
PARKER

P R O  T I P !
W H E N  G O I N G

S M O K Y,  S TA RT  W I T H
YO U R E Y E  M A K E U P  S O

YO U C A N  C L E A N  U P  A N Y
FA L L E N S H A D O W

BEFORE COMPLETING
YO U R LO O K

beauty

Your
Beauty

Questions,

Answered

W H A T ’ S T H E B E S

L I P B A L M

Q|

Q|

What’s the easiest way
to do a smoky eye like Sarah
Jessica Parker’s?
A| Believe it or not, the star’s glam look is pretty
foolproof: You only need charcoal-gray liner, a metallic
cream shadow and mascara. “I like to use gray because
it’s softer than black but has the same efect,” says the

star’s makeup artist Leslie
Lopez. Her instructions: Rim
your eyes with the pencil,
then blend the line with a
small brush. Next, apply the
shadow to your lids, focusing
on the outer corners. Add
another layer for extra drama.
Finish with a few coats of
mascara—and voilà!

Do I really need
to use a matching
shampoo and
conditioner?
A| Yes and no, says Ni’Kita
Wilson, a cosmetic chemist who
has formulated products for two
decades. “If combining a shampoo
from one brand with the
conditioner from another performs
well for you, it’s okay to switch it
up,” she says. However, most
formulas are created to work as a
system to tackle certain issues (like
dry scalp, at right), Wilson notes. So
if you’re mixing and matching, the
end benefits may be compromised.

“ChapStick!
There’s a reason
this formula is so
iconic: It truly
moisturizes like
no other—and
I’ve tried
nearly every
balm on the
market. I wear
it solo or over
my favorite
matte lipstick
to give it a
pretty sheen.”
—JACKIE FIELDS,
People beauty editor

Garnier Whole Blends
Gentle Shampoo and

Conditioner Oat
Delicacy, $4.49 each

at drugstores

ChapStick
Classics in

Original, $1.01
at drugstores

T . . .

n
o
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YSL Dessin du Regard
Waterproof Pencil in
Grey, $30
yslbeautyus.com

Marc Jacobs Beauty
Velvet Noir Major
Volume Mascara, $26
sephora.com

Giorgio Armani Eye Tint
in No. 6 Green Iron, $39
giorgioarmanibeauty-usa.com
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ELIZABETH
OLSEN

beauty

ELIZABETH OLSEN

IS A FAN OF THIS

EXFOLIATOR,

WHICH GENTLY

REMOVES DEAD

CELLS TO LEAVE

YOU WITH A

HEALTHY GLOW!

Peter
Thomas

Roth
Retinol

Serum, $65
This retinol

formula
doesn’t just

fight fine lines,
it’s also

infused with
vitamin E to

provide extra
moisture.

Josie Maran
Body Butter, 

$35
This rich moisturizer
absorbs in seconds

and smells amazing.
Bonus: This tub is

also sold with a
travel-size version
so you can hydrate

rough patches
on the go.

Kate Somerville ExfoliKate
Exfoliating Treatment, $85

Score an at-home facial with this
celeb-loved treatment. After
washing your face, massage

a quarter-size dollop and leave on
for two minutes to liven up dull skin.

Urban Decay Naked Cherry Palette, $49
The brand known for its beloved palettes

recently released this flirty berry assortment of
hues. Blend any two of the dozen shades to give

your eye look more dimension.

Laura Geller
Bronzer, $38

Sweep this creamy powder
(available in two shades)
along your cheekbones,

forehead and nose to give
your skin a sun-kissed

finish. It comes
with a fluffy

brush for easy
application.

Mally
Volumizing 

Mascara, $20
It’s no surprise this

formula is so
popular: It

thickens lashes
without any

clumps. For the
best results, wiggle

the brush at the
roots, then glide
through the tips.

The Bestselling
Products at QVC

THE RETAILER SELLS THOUSANDS OF ITEMS—THESE
ARE THE ULTIMATE STANDOUTS

PUT A
FEW DROPS
OF THIS ON

BEFORE YOU GO
TO BED SO YOU

WAKE UP TO
REJUVENATED

SKIN

IT
osmetics

Cream
F 50 and

uxe Brush
t shown)
et, $64
his color-
orrecting
rmula is a

ndation and
oncealer
mbined.
d it all over
ven on

blemishes!)
with the

accompanying
brush.
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S
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Blend

84 By Jackie Fields All available at qvc.com
(URBAN DECAY PALETTE & SWOOSH, JOSIE MARAN & LAURA GELLER)

BRIAN HENN(4); (OLSEN) DIA DIPASUPIL/GETTY IMAGES



FOR ALL

SKIN TYPES

Gently remove
makeup in one step.

• Remove makeup

• Cleanse

• Soothe

Garnier Micelles act like
a magnet to remove
makeup and impurities.

Paraben free

Dermatologically tested

Suitable for sensitive skin

JOIN THE 7 MILLION WHO KNOW THE POWER OF

MICELLAR CLEANSING WATER*

FOR

STUBBORN WATERPROOF

MAKEUP

FOR

OILY SKIN

GarnierUSA.com ©2018 Garnier LLC.

*Based on Nielsen household data.
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onelastthing
Susan

Sarandon
THE OSCAR

WINNER, 72, STARS
IN SHOWTIME’S

HIT SERIES
RAY DONOVAN

Last time I
was starstruck

One time I sat next to
Stevie Wonder at a

screening. I didn’t even
introduce myself; no,
I just sat next to him.

I didn’t say anything at all.
I was fine being quiet.

Last game I played
I played [the card game]
Codenames with my son

Miles and his band. I’m not
competitive. I don’t know

if that means I hate the
idea of losing so much or

I just get overwhelmed.

Last indulgence
I just ate a huge bowl of

pasta, and I’m supposed
to not be eating carbs, but

I can’t resist, especially if
my son’s cooking. The next

project I do [Blackbird],
I’m dying, so I should

be a little more fragile.

Last recurring dream
I’m the oldest of nine, and

I used to have a nightmare
that there was some kind
of catastrophe, and I had

to round up everyone.
One of them was always

uncooperative or missing.

Last fashion disaster
I went to Cannes, and I was
wearing this vintage black

dress, and I learned the hard
way that flashbulbs can make

it completely transparent.
Let’s just say those were the

days no one wore a bra.

Reported by Julie Jordan
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