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Perinatal Cardiology in Jerusalem in 2020 

To understand better in order to learn better, to teach better and to do better 

יותר  טוב  ...לעשות וללמד  ללמוד  לשמוע  ולהשכיל  להבין בינה  תן בלבנו     
أفضل  ( عمل  ) لآداء و أفضل  لتعليم  ، أفضل تعٓٓلمُ   اجل  من أفضل  لفهم :  القدس الى بارما من  

 
From Parma to Jerusalem: During the last 25 years, at the initiative of Professor Umberto Squarcia of 

Parma, a group of pediatric cardiologists from many countries has been meeting every year in the Parma 

Faculty of Medicine alongside our "directors": Professors Donald Hagler (Mayo Children’s Hospital-

Rochester Minn.), Stephen Sanders (Boston’s Children Hospital Boston, Mass.), Norman Silverman (Stan-

ford Palo Alto, Cal.) and Roberta Williams (LA Children’s Hospital, Los Angeles Cal.). 

Our common goal has been to study the yearly progress made in our field: diagnosis and mana- 

gement of congenital heart disease in fetuses and children. 

 To conclude this first quarter of a century, Professor Squarcia put forward and the idea to con-

vene a meeting in Jerusalem, the city which symbolizes unity faith. We therefore propose to meet in Jeru-

salem in 2020, around three unifying principles which make Human beings greater and better: 

- Knowledge to improve the management of patients suffering from heart disease,  

- Dialogue between people of good will from all backgrounds and all beliefs, 

- Music: to celebrate Arturo Toscanini. 

Why Parma and why Arturo Toscanini in this event in Jerusalem?  

 Arturo Toscanini was born in Parma.  In 1936, he agreed to travel from afar to come and conduct 

the first performance of a Philharmonic Orchestra in this Land, known as the “Palestine Orchestra”, sub-

sequently the “Israel Philharmonic Orchestra” after the rebirth of the State of Israel.  

This orchestra was created by the virtuoso violinist Bronislaw Huberman with Jewish musicians 

exiled from the dreadful Germany of that time who found asylum in the pre-war British Mandate. 

Our aim would be to join two symbolic events both able to bring together in Jerusalem all those 

who are linked to the same values of science, union and peace. 

 The first one is scientific and will be dedicated to the care of fetuses and children suffering from a 

congenital heart disease.  

The second event will pay a tribute to Arturo Toscanini, son of Parma, who remains in our memo-

ries as a person obviously devoted to the spirit of music but also as a man of courage and righteousness 

who always fought against the disasters of totalitarianism and Nazism.   

To achieve this goal, the Jerusalem Symphonic orchestra will perform again the very same histori-

cal and inaugural concert which took place in Tel-Aviv on December 26th1936 under the direction of Ar-

turo Toscanini and with soloist Bronislaw Huberman. 

 

In this spirit, we warmly welcome you to join us in Jerusalem. 
With experts from renowned institutions, we will share our knowledge and experience in the 

care of our patients suffering from a cardiac malformation before and after birth. 
Ultimately, we will deliver a strong message of Hope and Peace.   

 



 

 

INTERNATIONAL FACULTY 
 
       Lindsey Allan-London  Aldo Agnetti-Parma   Roger Bessis- Paris 

Roberta Bini-London  Damien Bonnet Paris  Philippe Boukobza-CFEF

 Johanna Calderon-Boston  Julene Carvalho-London  David Celermajer-Sidney

 Frank Cetta-Rochester  Nadine David -Rouen  B.Degeeter-Strasbourg

 F. Dhombres Paris   Marc Dommergues-Paris  Doris Ehringer-Vienna

 Vlasta Feslova-Milan   Tal Geva-Boston   Tullio Ghi-Parma 

 Donald Hagler-Rochester  Lucile Houyel-Paris   Jean-M. Jouannic-Paris

 Jean Kachaner-Paris    Marilyne Lévy-Paris   Jan Marek-London 

 Sam. Menahem-Melbourne  Emmanuel Messas-Paris  Arnold Munnich-Paris

 Elias Odeh-Ramallah  Giuseppe Rizzo-Rome  J. Rosenblatt-Paris 

 Jack Rychik- Philadelphia  Laurent Salomon-Paris    Stephen Sanders-Boston

 Mike Seed-Toronto   Girish Shirali-Kansas City   Daniel Sidi-Paris 

 N. Silverman-S. Francisco  Umberto Squarcia-Parma    Bertrand Tchana-Parma

 Wayne Tworetzky-Boston  Yves Ville- Paris    Pascal Vouhé-Paris 

 Gil  Wernowski-Washington Roberta Williams-Los Angeles  Pierre Wong-Los Angeles 

  

ISRAELI  FACULTY 

 

Reuven Achiron-Sheba Tel Hashomer, Ramat Gan  Iris Aptowitzer-Shaare Zedek hospital, Jerusalem 

Nazih Asleh-St Vincent de Paul hospital, Nazareth Einat Birk-Schneider hospital, Petah Tikva  

Leonard Blieden-Schneider hospital, Petah Tikva Moshe Bronshtein-Rambam hospital, Haïfa  

E. Bruckheimer-Schneider hospital, Petah Tikva  Laurent Fermont-Shaare Zedek, Jerusalem 

 Dan Fink-Emek hospital, Afula    Sagui Gavri-Hadassah hospital, Jerusalem  

Max Godfrey-Shaare Zedek hospital, Jerusalem   R. Hershkovitz-Soroka hospital, Beer Sheva 

Livia Kapusta-Sourasky hospital, Tel-Aviv  Uri Katz Sheba-Tel Hashomer hospital, Ramat Gan 

Asaad Khoury-RAMBAM hospital, Haïfa   Amiram Nir Shaare Zedek hospital, Jerusalem 

Shai Porat-Hadassah hospital, Jerusalem      Yaron Razon, Assutah hospital, Ashdod   

Azaria Rein-Hadassah hospital, Jerusalem       Alain Serraf -Sheba Tel Hashomer, Ramat Gan  

Israel Shapiro-Bnei Zion hospital, Jerusalem       Ori Shen-Shaare Zedek hospital, Jerusalem 

Yehezkiel Shlesinger-Shaare Zedek, Jerusalem   Akiva Tamir-Wolfson hospital, Rishon Le Zion 

Assaf  Ta-Shma-Hadassah hospital, Jerusalem   Simcha Yagel-Hadassah hospital, Jerusalem         

Ibrahim Abu Zahira-Hadassah hospital, Jerusalem     Joseph Zyss-Weitzman Institute, Rehovot 

 

SCIENTIFIC BOARD 

R. Achiron (Tel-Aviv), N. Asleh (Nazareth), E. Birk (Petah Tikvah), L. Fermont (Jerusalem), 
L. Kapusta (Tel-Aviv), A. Rein (Jerusalem), I. Shapiro (Haïfa), S. Yagel (Jerusalem) 

 
ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 

E. Birk, L. Kapusta, N. Asle, L. Fermont, A. Rein, S. Yagel 



 

 

 
INTERNATIONAL SPEAKERS 

Lindsey Allan 
Department of Fetal Medicine, King’s College Hospital, London UK  

Damien Bonnet  
Head of the department of Pediatric Cardiology, Hôpital Necker, Paris France 

Julene Carvalho 
Head of the center of Fetal Cardiology-The Royal Brompton Hospital, London UK 

David Celermajer 
 Pediatric Cardiologist, University of Sidney, Sidney Australia 
Frank Cetta Jr 

Divisions of Pediatric Cardiology and Cardiovascular Diseases 
Mayo Clinic College of Medicine- Rochester, MN. USA 

Ferdinand Dhombres 
Fetal medicine and Fetal Informatics, Sorbonne University and INSERM, Hôpital Trousseau, 
Paris France  

Marc Dommergues 
Obstetrician specialist in management of pregnant women born with a congenital heart disease 
(so-called “GUCH”), Hôpital Pitié-Salpêtrière, Paris France 

Tal Geva 
Cardiologist-in-Chief and Chairman, Department of Cardiology, Harvard Medical School,  
Boston, Mass. USA 

Donald Hagler 
Pediatric Cardiology&Cardiovascular Diseases, Mayo Clinic College of Medicine, Rochester, MN. 
USA 

Jean-Marie. Jouannic 
 Obstetrician, specialist in fetal medicine and epidemiology, Hôpital Trousseau, Paris France 

Jan Marek 
Fetal and Pediatric Cardiologist; Great Ormond Street Hospital, London, UK, Institute of  
Cardiovascular Sciences at University College London, Charles University, Prague (CZ) 

Emmanuel Messas, 
Head of the department of vascular diseases, Hôpital Européen G. Pompidou, Paris France 

Jack Rychik  
Fetal and Pediatric Cardiologist-The Children’s hospital of Philadelphia, PA. USA  

Laurent Salomon,  
Obstetrician - Hôpital Necker, Paris France  

Stephen Sanders 
Director the Cardiac Registry, Departments of Cardiology, Pathology and Cardiac Surgery 
Harvard Medical School and the Boston’s Children Hospital Boston, Mass. USA 

Mike Seed 
Chairman of the department of pediatric cardiology, The Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto 
Canada 

Norman Silverman.  
Pediatric Cardiologist- Professor in University of California in San Francisco (UCSF) Emeritus in 
Stanford, Palo Alto, Ca. (USA) 

Wayne Tworetzky 
Director, Fetal Cardiac Imaging; Director, Fetal Cardiology Program, Harvard Medical School, 
Boston. Mass. USA 



 

 

       THE HEART 
 

  
              J. Rosenblatt (Paris)                                   G.  Couly (Paris)                                              L. Ajzenberg (Jerusalem) 
 

Presidents: L.Blieden (Israel)-J.Kachaner (France)-U.Squarcia (Italy) 
 

Scientific session: 1st day: Monday July 6th 

 

 8h30: Welcome:          L. Fermont & AJTT Rein 

 8h45: Opening Lecture:  40 years of prenatal cardiology      Lindsey Allan (London) 

                   

a) NEW INSIGHTS IN PERINATAL CARDIOLOGY:  

Chair: I. Shapiro (Haïfa), M. Godfrey (Jerusalem) 

- 9:15: New insights in embryology:                  S. Sanders (Boston) 

- 9:45: New insights in genetics,       D. Bonnet (Paris) 

- 10:15: New insights in anatomy       L. Houyel (Paris)   
10:45: Coffee 

Chair: L.Kapusta (Tel-Aviv), S. Porat (Jerusalem) 

-11:15: Maternal-fetal environment in congenital cardiac malformations   J. Rychik (Philadelphia)  

-11:45: Longitudinal prenatal diagnosis of CHD: EPICARD Study in France  JM. Jouannic (Paris) 

-12:10: Artificial intelligence in fetal echocardiography. Do we still need experts?  F. Dhombres (Paris) 

-12:30: New insights in functional cardiology in the fetus    S. Yagel (Jerusalem) 

   13:00: Lunch 

 

b) NEW TECHNOLOGIES 

Chair: L. Salomon (Paris), A. Ta-Shma (Jerusalem) 

- 13:45: Fetal physiology using MRI       M. Seed (Toronto) 

- 14:15: Holography in congenital heart malformations    E. Bruckheimer (Petah Tikva) 

- 14:45: Mechanical artificial placenta       J. Rychik (Philadelphia) 

- 15:15: Therapeutic ultrasound       E. Messas (Paris) 

15:45: Coffee 

  

Chair: A.Nir (Jerusalem), U. Chen (Jerusalem) 

- 16:00 Fetal diagnosis of CHD: 2D Echo      J. Carvalho (London) 

- 16:30 3D Echo: clinical value: Evaluation of extracardiac vascular anomalies R. Achiron (Ramat Gan) 

- 17:00 fetal rhythm disturbance. New therapeutic approaches 

 - Tachycardia:         L. Salomon (Paris) 

 - Atrioventricular block       AJJT Rein (Jerusalem) 

       

17:30: End of the first day 

 



 

 

Scientific session: 2nd day: Tuesday July 7th 
 

c) LONG TERM PROGNOSIS BASED ON PRENATAL DIAGNOSIS  

Chair: S.Gavri (Jerusalem), M.Bronshtein (Haïfa)  

- 8:30: Left ventricular outflow obstructions (LVOT):1st trimester, fetal diagnosis U. Gembruch (Bonn) 

- 9:00: Left ventricular outflow obstructions: MRI versus echo   J. Marek (London-Prague) 

- 9:30: Fetal aortic valvuloplasty, the Boston's experience    W. Tworetsky (Boston) 

-10:00: Univentricular management of LVOT obstructions: Mayo Clinic experience   D. Hagler (Rochester) 

 10:30: Coffee 

 

Chair: E. Birk (Petah Tikvah), E. Odeh (Ramallah) 
-11:00 Transposition of the great arteries: prenatal diagnosis & management N. Silverman (San Francisco) 
-11:30: TGA:  long term prognosis (neurodevelopment)    D. Bonnet (Paris) 
-12:00: Tetralogy of Fallot: prenatal predictors; a curable malformation?  F. Cetta (Rochester) 
-12:30: Congenitally corrected transposition of the great arteries: a challenge U. Katz (Ramat Gan) 
 13h00: Lunch 
 
Chair: R. Hershkovitz (Beer Sheva), A Khouri (Haïfa) 
- 14:00: Ebstein’s anomaly: prenatal predictors and long term outcomes  J. Marek (London) 
- 14:30: Heterotaxy syndrome: long-term outcomes; a sobering tale.     T. Geva (Boston) 
- 15:00: Cardiomyopathies: prenatal predictors and long term outcomes  D. Celermajer (Sidney) 
 15:30: Coffee 
- 16:00: The pregnant women with congenital heart disease.  The obstetric - cardiologist collaboration. 

      M. Dommergues (Paris) 
16:30 pm:  Closing Conference:   Lecturer Pr. Stephen Sanders (Boston) 

     Introduced by Pr. Damien Bonnet (Paris)  

 

           17h00: End of the second day 
 

Scientific session: 3d day: Wednesday July 8th 

ONE DAY AT THE HADASSAH MEDICAL CENTER IN JERUSALEM 

“May I never see in the one who suffers anything but a fellow creature in pain” (RAMBAM-Maïmonides) 

 
 - Workshop (9:00-13:00) 

a) Hands-on sessions  
b)  discussions on prenatal and neonatal cases with an international panel 

- Detection of Congenital Heart malformations 
- Arrhythmias and Hemodynamics 
- Examinations and teaching: Live, Simulators 

- Lunch (13:00-14:00) 
- Visit of the famous Marc Chagall stained-glass windows (14:00-15:00) 

- Humanities and Ethics in perinatal cardiology in Jerusalem (15:00-18:00)  
- Participants 

- Msgr Pierbattista Pizzaballa, Administrator of the Latin Patriarcate of Jerusalem 
- Professor,Rav Avraham Steinberg : Neuropediatrician and co-chairman of the  
   Israeli committee of Ethics 
- Dr Nazih Asle, Pediatric cardiologist, St Vincent-de-Paul Hospital of Nazareth  
- Professor Arnold Munnich, geneticist-Paris 
- Dr Richard Prasquier, cardiologist, President of the Keren Hayessod LeIsrael,  for-

mer head of  the liaison group of Judaism with the Catholic’s bishop conference of France. 
        Issues to be proposed (to be confirmed) 

   a) The care of the cardiac child as a vector for Peace 
   b) Humanities and Ethics in perinatal cardiology 



 

 

THE MUSIC 
1) Monday evening July 6th  
 - Words of the Presidents 
 - Lecture : Professor Pascal Vouhé, cardiac surgeon and pianist : 
           “the surgeon and the musician“ 
 -   Concert played by two laureates of the young muscians  Jerusalem Competition 2018  

Piano and Cello (to be confirmed) 
 

2) Tuesday Evening, July 7th- 
                              Tribute to Arturo Toscanini at the Jerusalem Theater 

  

           
 
With musicians expelled from the German orchestras by the Nazis, the virtuoso Bronislaw Hu-

berman founded the “Palestine Symphony Orchestra”, ancestor of the “Israel Philharmonic orchestra” 
and saved them with their families from being murdered during the Holocaust. 

     Arturo Toscanini, son of Parma and fierce opponent of Nazism, agreed to come to Tel-Aviv to conduct 
the first performance of this orchestra on December 26th, 1936. 
   As a tribute to Arturo Toscanini., this concert will be replayed by the “Jerusalem Philharmonic Orchestra”  
 

Presentation: Dr Israel Shapiro & Dr Laurent Fermont 
Conductor: Elli Jaffe 

 

                                                                                                                      
                               

3) Wednesday evening  July 8th    
 

Around Josh Aronson’s film : the Orchestra of Exiles 
 

 This film  reminds the suspenseful chronicle of how one man helped save Europe’s premier jewish      
musicians from obliteration by the Nazis during World War II. In three years, Bronislaw Huberman 
transformed from a world renowned violonist to a humanitarian racing against time.  
With commentary by Itzhak Perlman, Zubin Mehta, Pinchas Zukerman, Joshua Bell and Others 



 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM

I) Fundamentals of CHD and Technical Assessment in 2020:

• Genetics, Embryology, Physiology, Epidemiology

• Newest imaging & diagnostic modalities including Echo from 2D to 3D, Fetal Cardiac MRI, Tissue 

Doppler Imaging, Holography, etc.

II) The Fetus with Left-Sided Heart Disease: 

• Hemodynamics and Anatomy: Is Salvation of a small Left Ventricle Possible?

III) The “True” Prognosis of Prenatally Diagnosed CHD and it's Counselling

• Transposition of the Great Arteries, Tetralogy of Fallot, Univentricular Hearts…

IV) Placenta and Maternal-Fetal Environment: Influences on CHD Outcomes

V) Novel Non-Surgical & Surgical Therapeutic Strategies in 2020

VI) Workshops & Hands-on Sessions

CULTURAL EVENTS

I) Perinatal Cardiology as a Vector for Peace

II) Perinatal Cardiology in the 3 Monotheistic religions:

• Termination of Pregnancy, Diagnostic Modalities , 

• New treatments,Resaerch &Legal Issues

III) Musical evening with the Jerusalem Symphonic Orchestra

A tribute to Arturo Toscanini, son of Parma, Italy

• IV) Visits of Jerusalem and surroundings  

For more information contact: 

Laurent Fermont, Livia Kapusta, Azaria Rein, Simcha Yagel

Email: jerusalem2020-chd@gmail.com

Jerusalem 2020

Save the Date!  July 6th-8th 2020
CONGENITAL HEART DISEASE: FROM FETUS TO ADULT

“Heart and Music: A Tribute to Arturo Toscanini”

International Scientific Board

L. Allan (London-UK) , D. Bonnet (Paris – France), P. Boukobza (CFEF-France), J.Carvalho (London – UK),              

D. Celermajer (Sydney-Australia), F.Cetta (Rochester-USA), N.David (Rouen-France), F.Dhombres (Paris-France)     

M.Dommergues (Paris-France), T. Geva (Boston-USA), U. Gembruch (Bonn-Germany), D. Hagler (Rochester-USA), 

JM Jouannic (Paris-France), A.Munnich (Paris-France), J. Rychik (Philadelphia-USA), L.Salomon (Paris-France), S. 

Sanders (Boston-USA), M. Seed (Toronto-Canada), G.Shirali (Kansas City- USA), N. Silverman (San 

Francisco/Stanford-USA), U.Squarcia (Parma-Italy), B. Tchana (Parma-Italy), W.Tworetzky (Boston-USA),  G. 

Wernowski (Washington-USA), R. Williams (Los Angeles-USA), P. Wong (Los Angeles-USA) & many others….

Local Scientific Board

R. Achiron (Tel-Aviv), N. Asleh (Nazareth), E. Birk (Petah Tikvah), L.Blieden (Petah Tikvah)  L. Fermont (Jerusalem),

L. Kapusta (Tel-Aviv), A. Rein (Jerusalem), I.Shapiro (Haïfa), S.Yagel (Jerusalem) & many others …

Toscanini & HubermanInaugural program 1936

  
  

VENUES OF THE SCIENTIFIC SESSIONS: 
 

- 6th-7th July 2020: Hotel INBAL-JERUSALEM: Conferences  
- 8th July 2020:  Hadassah Medical Center - Ein Karem- JERUSALEM    

o morning:   - workshops: fetal cardiology and arrhythmias 
o Afternoon:  - session “Ethics and Humanities in Perinatal Cardiology    

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:  

Einat Birk, Livia Kapusta, Nazih Asle, Laurent Fermont, Azaria Rein, Simcha Yagel 
   Email: Jerusalem2020-chd@gmail.com  

mailto:jerusalem2020-chd@gmail.com

