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Abstract   

CHUURIN DUU: THE MONGOLIAN BI-PHONIC MUSIC FROM THE 

PERSPECTIVE OF SOUND ECOLOGY 
   

Both “soundscape” and “soundwalking” emphasize the listening act in exploring the relationship between people and 

environment, and these terms are applied to some fieldwork in ethnomusicology. For me, the terms imply a method to 

explore the soundscape in a consistent act of walking and listening. In urban or rural places, in a pasture or in a valley, 

the methodology emphasizes context/environment as the key to the construction of sound. In a specific 

context/environment, all sounds comprise an auditory field. According to my own listening experience on the pasture, 

such as an auditory field reminds me not only of an “intruding”, but also of some exchange between the living 

environment, listeners, and the sounds. The experience also suggests me: the nature nurtures the listener’s listening 

acts. 

I conducted my fieldwork on Mongolian people of the Xilingol League, Inner Mongolia from the perspective of 

listening rather than of visioning. I consider it as necessary to actively and sensitively listen and distinguish the sounds 

from different cultures. 
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