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Abstract  

DOCUMENTING THE IMPACT OF RECONNECTING 

AUDIOVISUAL CULTURAL HERITAGE MATERIAL IN THE 

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 
 

This paper discusses the archival practice of digital reconnection of early sound recordings in the country 

of origin, through a case study of the reconnection of Nepalese recordings from the British Library to the 

Music Museum of Nepal [2012-2017]. It considers the value that recordings hold as a primary source for 

research and cultural engagement and the significance of knowledge exchange facilitated by this process 

of reconnection to both culture bearers and academic communities. The research employed the use of 

‘observational film’ as part of the methodology to study the impact of reconnection, this paper therefore 

includes both text and a short film allowing the viewer to reflect independently on the issues raised by this 

process. 
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