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A battle of two

Some nights my thoughts take me to dark places, places | wish |
would forget but never could. A battle happens between my
heart and my brain. My brain push strong, my heart pushes
stronger. My brain raises a red flag, my heart raises a white one. It
seems that my heart keeps winning every single time, why?
...that’s a question That | desperately need an answer for.

- Hadeel Altaraifi.
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7.5 billion shooting stars

How lucky is the shooting star to have people cling to it, wait for
it, and get filled with hope at the sight of it. How lucky the
shooting star is to be the last resort for people at the peak of their
desperation.

The shooting star grants your wishes. Or so they hope. As people
gleaming up the sky trying to find an excuse to say their urgent
need in hopes that something out there would make it true. |
often sit and wonder what does the shooting star have for when
it’s in need? What does it get in return? Is it too much of a
pressure to have little kids relying on it? Does it feel hopeless
when it’s not capable to grant their wishes? Does it even feel?
Some people argue that a shooting star is nothing but leftover
planets that got pushed away and excluded from the solar system.
It’s just dust, debris ejected from other planets. But God damn is
it loved. It belongs everywhere, somewhere. Doesn’t that teach
us anything? Even if you're different, when you don’t belong,
constantly excluded, not as pretty as the rest, you could still be
your own last glimpse of hope. When you’re on your knees at a
battle field, just ready to quit, open your eyes and look at how
magical where you are.

We are all just small particles trying to find a place to belong to.
We are all shooting stars.
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Technology and April fools

In the first of April (1976) The biggest private company in the
world which happens to also be a technology company was
established. For many people over the world this day has been
very popularly themed with what’s known as “April Fools”. In this
very specific day, friends exchange pranks and “funny lies” for fun
and entertainment. Only a few and in particular those who are
interested in the field of Technology know that Apple the tech
giant was actually established by the hands of Steve Jobs, Steve
Wozniak and Ronald Wayne in the first day of April 1976. This
year (2017) Apple and the world of Technology celebrates its 41st
birthday and it’s as if the so-called lie have become a reality. Not
just any reality, it is indeed an amazing technological achievement
for the whole world to see.

What is so new about this topic? It is the fact that just before two
or three days of Apple’s 40th birthday, it closed the biggest case
filed against it from The American Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI). The company stood tall when it came to its policy of
encrypting and preserving and maintaining the privacy of its
clients. The company has been confronted with many challenges
that classify as a threat to what it has achieved and maintained
over its competitors over four consecutive decades paving its
story of success that was mostly disappointing at the beginning
and absolutely fascinating at it’s ending until this very moment.
In this middle of this context, we can not avoid mentioning the
statement of Apple’s current CEO “Tim Cook” during this crisis. He
said (in meaning)

“ Most of our profits come from selling hardware unlike most
companies at Silicon Valley that gets its profits from selling
personal data that belongs to its clients. It is not our job to collect
info on our clients, they are not our product! ” and he added
“everyone has to pose questions whether private firms are getting
profits through collecting personal information then we really
have to worry”

>>



Finally, we can not really deny or evade our responsibility as users
of Technology, safety or personal wise while dealing with the
“virtual world” as it has became a crucial part of our lives. It has
in reality become more than just that, it is an essential part in our
live transactions and our manners as humans. The very same
creatures that held a bigger responsibility which is contributing to
the earth and for all good causes with no exceptions, and
Technology is nothing but a tool to serve that divine purpose. It is
our duty to accept the reality we live in and support our
coexistence in the best way possible through spreading the
knowledge of information security and the appropriate safe usage
of technology among all of us, specially within the young
upcoming generation. And as the Md. state prosecutor said “you
accept surveillance the same moment you turn your device on”.
Mohammed Sanitan Al Nafaie

Translated by: Ibrahim Alyousfi
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